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The Wisemen’s Real World Journey

Life in the Flow of God
SCC  1.1.06  SRB

Narnia – The “Real Life” in the Movie. [clip: to get to the right segment: opening window choose: “CLICK HERE TO CONTINUE”.  From the Main Menu choose: “Trailer & Behind-the-Scenes”.  Then choose: “The Story”.  Play this 3 minutes segment.]

I don’t want to spoil the Movie, though its’ wonderful. I urge you to go see it.  This wardrobe is how the children get into Narnia and it’s how they get back to England.  At the end of the movie, in Narnia the children are no longer children but young adults and they come back through the wardrobe falling into the Professor’s house, just as the Professor is coming into the room.  Amazingly they are children again. No time has transpired in England.  The Professor says, “Where have you been?”  Peter responds something like, “If we told you, you’d never believe us.”  “Try me,” says the Professor.  He knows about this “other world.”  What they don’t know yet, is he’s been there, too. 

Make no mistake, C.S. Lewis, is writing about the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven which Jesus spoke about frequently.  Narnia IS the Kingdom.


Listen to Jesus: 

Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent [meaning change 
your life], for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
because great is your reward in heaven,  
Or listen to how Jesus begins what we call The Great Commission:

Matthew 28:16-20 
Jill Lewis: Monday the 2nd, childrens ministry will see the movie; then  Class for 4 weeks. 

Turn with me to John 7.

1After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take his life.  Herod tried to kill him as a baby and as soon as he began his ministry as an adult, the powers-that-be were after him from the get go. 2But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, 3Jesus’ brothers said to him, “You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do. 4No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.”  What Jesus’ brothers wanted was for Jesus to become famous, ‘cause fame leads to fortune, sometimes.  Jesus wasn’t interested in fame.  John explains the real problem: 5For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
6Therefore Jesus told them, “The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right.  There is human time and there is God’s time.  Narnia is on a different clock from England.  The Kingdom of God, from Colorado Springs. Are you living by God’s clock or your clock?  Think about it. 7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.  Jesus judges human actions by heaven’s standards.  The easiest way to avoid God’s judgment is to pretend Heaven doesn’t exist, that there are no Higher standards. If you live clearly by Kingdom standards you will be like Jesus in constant conflict with the world.  8You go to the Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come.” 9Having said this, he stayed in Galilee.

Jesus does eventually go to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles.  All the gossip is about Jesus.  They ARE looking to kill him.  What takes place only makes sense if Jesus really was living … in the powerful presence of an unseen kingdom. Listen: 
John 7:16-18   16Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. It comes from where? Narnia.  17If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.  There a great scene in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, where the White Witch questions Aslan, “How will I know you’ll keep your word. Aslan responds with a tremendous ROAR!  God never lies. God never speaks out of both sides of his mouth. Jesus invites you to live your life serving God’s will. “I SERVE THE KING AND HIS KINGDOM.”  Once that issue is settled, Jesus’ words make sense.    18He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, No pointing finers here. Steve Brooks struggles with motives. Steve, am I really serving my self or God. It’s a great question to wrestle with.  I surround myself with people who have permission to challenge my movites as well as my action. Why do I surround myself like that? Because God’s will is everything.  but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. And you don’t want to go to a church where they teach you anything but God’s truth. 
What happens next is so cool. It’s like Aslan’s roar.  John 7:34 33Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. 34You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”  He’s going back through the Wardrobe, back to His Father’s Home, back to Heaven.  In chapter 14 He tells them that He’s going to prepare a place there for them, too, so that they can be with him … that He is the Way to get there. Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.  Then Jesus, standing in the temple, roars … 

John 7:37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice,“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
I love the old King James translation: 38He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

Outs of your belly, out of the core of your being will flow Living Water, Kingdom of Heaven water, Rivers that come from Narnia, from God himself.  

Stop.  The reason they eventually killed Jesus, the only reason they had to get rid of Him, was that Jesus insisted, that the only way to live was to have the Holy Spirit within you, like a river of living water flowing from your belly, the core of who you are.  


Religion alone doesn’t cut it.  Playing church isn’t even close.  Dabbling in Christianity … dabbling leads to doubting.  And there IS a place for honest doubting, like Jesus brothers did, but sooner or later you’ve got to risk believing in this invisible kingdom that makes all the difference; this invisible River of Grace, Rivers of Living Water flowing from within. 


How do you know when that River is present?  When the Holy Spirit is flowing within you God’s will is what really matters. When the Holy Spirit is present within you, Doing what Jesus told us to do … like love one another and even love your enemies … is something you ask God to help you do. And God sends the Holy Spirit like a River within you and you do it.


At Derek Hagood’s memorial service Yvonne stood up and talked about how she’s been teaching Derek to listen to the Spirit. To be still, (Hey, Brooks, it would help if you’d shut up long enough to actually listen to God!!) to be quiet and listen for God. It takes practice, but when you practice God will show up.) And then Dana Hagood said, “People want to know how they can help us.  If you’ve got a broken relationship … fix it.”  He didn’t mean fix in on your own. No. Ask God for His Holy Spirit, for this River of Living Water, for the River of Grace to flow from your belly.  


Folks, this is the challenge for 2006.  God wants us to become a people who have His Spirit flowing within us … He wants us to practice life in the flow.  Between now and Easter it’s where I’m taking all of you.  It’s also where we’ve just been this Christmas.  
With the Spirit Flowing from Within you:

1. Living by Faith

Hebrews 11:6 The Message

6It’s impossible to please God apart from faith. And why? Because anyone who wants to approach God must believe both that he exists and that he cares enough to respond to those who seek him. 


Faith is seeking God with an honest heart. Some of you have heard the expression “Seeker Church”.  Lord, may SCC always be a church full of seekers. I, Steve Brooks, have still got so much to learn about God and His Kingdom and How to live in the flow that of course I’m still seeking. Aren’t you?  And this is what Hebrews 11 promises, that God responds to those who are sincerely seeking Him. Yes, God exists, but He interacts with us as well. He knows your name. He loves YOU. He loves US. He loves that world full of lost and broken people.  He did 2000 years ago. He does today. And He will forever.  Faith is practicing paying attention to the God who responds to our real world situation.  

Think about it.  What ever your current situation, I guarantee that God wants to send His River of Life into your belly so that you can respond to your current situation like Jesus would respond if He were living your life.  If you want insight in to how Jesus would respond, read your Bible, or ask a believer who is really following Jesus or pray and listen to the answer or ask several people, especially the ones you struggle with, what they think God might be saying right now.  


Then practice faith … do what God tells you to do … and trust that Rivers of Living Water will keep flowing … that God will never shut down the River of His grace in your life.
2. Persevering

Ephesians 6:10-18 NLT 10A final word: Be strong with the Lord’s mighty power.  11Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil.  12For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.  


Life is a battle, many days, isn’t it.  Here’s the secret to winning the battle. The problem that presents itself is rarely the real problem.  Aslan is the true king of Narnia, but there is a White Witch and boy is she good at deceiving Edmund. Now she’s only good at tricking Edmund because Edmund is torn over whether he’s going to serve Aslan or Edmund.  But in the end Aslan rescues Edmund and then quietly but honestly restores him to live in the Kingdom.


There is an enemy.  12For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.  


Satan, Jesus said, is a liar, the Father of all Lies.  And what He loves to do is whisper to you his lies and if he can get you to agree with his lies, the battle is all but over:

· “You’re on you own, bucko. God’s not going to help you this time.”
· “Go ahead, do it if it feels good.  God doesn’t want you to be unhappy.”
· “No, you don’t have to love that person; they made their bed and they have to lie in it.”
· “It’s not gossip. Show your concerns about other people, behind their back.”
· “You worked hard for you money. It’s yours to decide what you want to spend it on.”
· “If you just try harder, it’ll work out. You don’t need God.” 

· “You call yourself a Christian. Wow, if they knew who you really were and what you’re like, they’d laugh you out of the church.” 

I couldn’t help but notice how effective the White Witch was at attacking the 

Sons of Adam and the Daughters of Eve a their most vulnerable point. 


When Jesus’ Spirit is flowing within you, you don’t have to lie or cover up or pretend or even work harder all alone.  You can be who you really are with all your strengths and weaknesses knowing the Grace is available NOW and NOW and Now in every moment, so that you can live by Grace. 

Living by Gift

John 4:10 “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

It’s the only way to live.  By gift, by grace, in the flow of the Holy Spirit, who is here NOW flowing to every one whose inner life is open. 

Christmas eve, Sid and I spoke to you about …
3. Salvation: Past, Present, Future
In John 17:11 Jesus prays “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me – so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost…”

Jesus is saved you. Jesus is saving you. Jesus will save you. Salvation is past, present and future. Or if you will, time just isn’t measured in Heaven like it is here on earth. Salvation is something God doesn’t fail at … your salvation.  Trust Him.  Stand in Grace River.  

I challenge you to make your new years resolution for 2006 that I’m going to really practice living in the Flow. I’m going to go deep into this life of the Spirit, living water flowing from within me. I’m going to Stand in Grace River for the next 365 days … and then …. Forever.  
· Grace River Stories: Open time of sharing … how is God changing your life?  

· Commit to Stand, to remain in the flow of the Holy Spirit in 2006. 

· Communion
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