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Easter Sunday: He Is Alive!!
SCC  4.16.06  SRB

I have Three Words for you this Easter. First Word: 
1. Wonder. Matthew tells us two women, both named Mary, went to look at the 
tomb that first Easter morning.  While they were going to the tomb there was an earthquake – Matthew tells us that an angel of the Lord came down and rolled back the huge stone in front of Jesus’ tomb.  That’s a wonder …

Pilate stationed two of Rome’s finest outside the tomb to guard it against any funny business or grave robbers.  Matthew tells us when the angel moved the stone “the guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.” [SRB lie on the ground]  Roman guards: passed out. That, too is a wonder.   


Then the angel told the two Marys the truth, “His is not here; he has risen, just as he said… He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you to Galilee.”  

This day is not turning out anything like the women had planned.  They planned on embalming the dead body of Jesus. But there’s an earthquake, an angel, Roman Soldiers, passed out.  And what do these words mean?  “He is risen?”  Wonder.

Jesus told them he would suffer and then rise three days later, but they had no experience, no way to understand what “resurrection” means. It’s the very nature of wonder to catch us off guard.  It’s not easy to convey a sense of wonder, let alone resurrection wonder to someone.  

Children are better at wonder than grownups are.  I remember when my son, as a preschooler, was really into He-Man.  He’d get completely lost in the wonder of becoming He-Man.  He’d stick his sword in his shirt like this and come up to me, draw his sword and shout: “I HAVE THE POWER!”  Which is what He-Man does when he confronting the bad guys.  I guess I was the bad guy.

Question. He-Man’s not alive. Jesus is. Where’s your sense of wonder? 
Why do Grownups lose their sense of wonder. Because we work so hard to understand things and control things.  Understanding takes a new experience and makes sense of it by fitting it into all the things we already know. But resurrection doesn’t fit anything else we know.  And I try to control things, testing out what can or cannot be done.  Resurrection can’t be done … unless you’re God, that is.  
Rediscover the Wonder of who God is and what He can do.  That’s what happened to our two Marys; listen:
Matthew 28:8-10 

I can’t explain the resurrection; only God can raise the dead.   Rediscover that child-like wonder that God can DO everything that fits His Purposes.
First word is Wonder. The second word is: 
2. Power
Jesus’ resurrection reveals the power of God AND makes God’s power available to us.  Jesus did appear to the disciples, Peter, James, John and the rest and when he did he promised them, that His power would be given to them: 

Luke 24:49 

Romans 8:11 “If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you.”   

Friends, the resurrection is not just an historical truth (though it is that) and it’s not just a future hope (We’re going to live with Him forever), it’s the power to live, right now.  So Paul wrote to the Philippians and said: 
Philippians 3:10-11 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Next Sunday I want you to hear three Grace River stories: Jeanne Taskarud will tell us how the power of Jesus has become real for her, how her childhood faith became her now faith.  Keith Bain will tell us how the power of God has helped him overcome a life of addiction.  Jason Smits, how the Spirit moves him to obey, to love, like Jesus. 

Here’s the truth: 
I consistently underestimate the power of God to accomplish His will, inside and around me.  In a minute we’ll sing: How Great is Our God … that’s a great truth. 

God, who raised Jesus from the dead, has all the power you need to live – to come to a hard choice and pray, “Lord, I don’t have the power to do this on my own, but with Your power flowing inside of me, the power of Your Holy Spirit, I can follow You..” 

Wonder, Power and the third word is …
3. Belly
Yeah, Belly. [pat the belly]  by which I mean, not your stomach, but the core of your being, the deep heart of who you are.  The resurrection is for your belly.  


Luke tells us in his gospel that later, that first Easter Sunday, two disciples were going home to a village called Emmaus.  As they walked, they talked, trying to make sense out of everything that had happened last week, especially Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Suddenly, a man joined them. It was Jesus, and talk about wonder, they didn’t recognize him.  Think about that.  It’s easy to miss Jesus’ presence, especially if you’re not expecting Him to be alive and literally with you.  

They walked for 2 to 3 hours so they had lots of time to listen and learn.  Jesus, describes to them how the Old Testament portions of the Bible had predicted everything that happened to Him.  Then they get to the village of Emmaus and they picked up some food.  Jesus is the guest, but all of a sudden he’s acting like the host: 
Luke 24:30-32 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
Resurrection changes everything.  God is trying to give you His best gifts; He’s trying to give you Jesus, Alive, inside your belly.  He has salvation for your belly; Hope for your belly; peace for your belly.  He wants to give you the Character of Christ deep within your belly, the deepest part of who you are.  When you catch the wonder of the resurrection your belly will burn, set on fire by the One who is alive.  “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us…”
Life at it’s Best is Christ Alive … and His Spirit flowing inside me is My Life at it’s Best.  


Wonder, Power, Belly.  I pray that Jesus, will burn in your belly.  That you will be captured by the wonder – He is ALIVE! – and the power to live … really live … trusting Jesus - my Lord and my God.  
Pray
Benediction: Repeat after me:  CHRIST IS RISEN.  





     HE IS ALIVE





     And He wants to live and flow [pat belly] in you.




If you’re visiting I’d love to meet you; I’ll be by the coffee. 




Pick up a visitors packet before you leave. 




Turn around and meet a resurrection friend.

Going Deeper:

Discuss Pastor Steve’s three statements in your family or small group:

1.  Rediscover that child-like wonder that God can DO everything that fits His Purposes.

2. I consistently underestimate the power of God to accomplish He will, inside and around me. 

3. Life at it’s Best is Christ Alive … and His Spirit flowing inside me is My Life at it’s Best.  
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