PAGE  
1

Christmas Eve, COMING HOME
SCC   12.24.06   SRB

SRB: My family did the church thing growing up and my mom always prayed with me when she tucked me in for bed, so the idea of God being close wasn’t so foreign growing up. But then, I like a lot of you, I walked away from God, from my spiritual home. 

The first time I came back home to God was in High School.  I was lonely and depressed at Culver Military Academy and I cried out to God.  And guess what?  God showed up. He made it unmistakably clear that the God of the Universe had heard Steve Brooks crying out for help. Woah! Cool. Was I surprised? Yes, big time. 

The next time was in college … it takes time to figure this stuff out, years of time. 
This time I committed my life to Jesus, both for eternity and for today. What I mean is I came home so he could lead me; so I could follow Him … to become more and more like Him. What does that mean? To be like Jesus? 

Have you ever noticed that just about everybody likes Jesus?  His way of living is impressive. He’s forgiving …. Loving … even loves his enemies.  Jesus is truthful in a way that doesn’t make a club or a weapon out of the truth; His truth has a way of making you freer than you were before you came home to God.


Freer? How so?   Lets just take worry.  None of you are worriers are you? Max Lucado writes: If God is able to place the stars in their sockets and suspend the sky like a curtain, do you think it remotely possible that God is able to guide your life? If your God is mighty enough to ignite the sun, could it be that he is mighty enough to light your path? If he cares enough about the planet Satrun to give it rings or Venus to make it sparkle, is there an outside chance that he cares enough about you to meet your needs? 
Why is God so generous with us? Why are you? I’ve seen you searching for a gift. I’ve seen you stalking the malls and walking the aisles. I’m not talking about the obligatory gifts. I’m not describing the last-minutes purchase of drug store perfume on the way to the party. I’m talking about that extra-special person and that extra-special gift. Why do you do it? You do it so the eyes will pop. You do it so the heart will stop. You do it so the jaw will drop. So you’ll hear the words, “you did this for me?” 

And that’s why God did it. I want you to think about something.  If you were the only person on earth, the earth would still look exactly the same. The Himalayas would still have their drama and the Caribbean would still have it’s turquoise blue. The sun would still nestle behind Pikes Peak in the evening and spray light on the plains.  If you were the sole pilgrim on planet earth, God would not diminish it’s beauty one degree.  

He did it all for you .. and he’s waiting for you to discover his gift.  He’s waiting for you to stumble into the family room, rub the sleep from your eyes and see the bright red bike he assembled for you.  He’s waiting for your eyes to pop and your heart to stop. He’s waiting for the moment between the dripping of the jaw and the leap of the heart. For in that silence he leans forward and whispers: I did it just for you.


God is a generous gift giver … not just for some of us … for all of us and this gift of Jesus is his best gift of all.  Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Since it’s hard to find your way home to God, God brought home to us in Jesus. 


Listen to John’s Good News: 

John 1:14

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14-16 The Message

14The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 
neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to finish… 16We all live off his generous bounty, gift after gift after gift.

If you want to come home … you can … tonight. Jesus has made the way.

If you want to find life … you can … tonight. Jesus will give you His life.


If you want to start over … you can … tonight. God is not holding your past against you. Jesus made sure of that at Easter.


If you want to experience God the giver, at SCC we call it Standing in Grace River, where we learn to receive God’s gifts as we follow Jesus.  

Here’s my final question: Isn’t it time to Come Home?
