Biblical Community #3
The 7 Functions of Biblical Community
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Acts 2:42-47

Bret Dalton  - His passion and vision for small groups at SCC   3 minutes
Acknowledge small group leaders.

Let’s talk about why we lack community.  Many of you have too many worlds to manage. Too many worlds?  You have your family, two places of employment, church, a small group, the children’s sports teams or dance or band, your kids worlds are also your worlds.  There’s your children’s schools, extended family who live somewhere else and neighbors. There’s old friends from high school and college or the last place you lived. 

Listen closely.  In order to experience a deeper sense of belonging, we must consolidate our worlds into one. 


I mentioned out at the picnic last week, how I grew up in a neighborhood; 11th street in Holland, Michigan. Annie DeVelder was 10 when I was 5 but she was my friend. So was Timmy Locker, the kid I knocked out with the butt of my 6 gun.  Annie’s parents parented me and so did Timmy’s and my mom and dad did the same for Annie and Tim. We were all CONNECTED and the connections happened … daily. 


Today our multiple worlds are disconnected.  Your friends at work don’t know your friends on your kids’ sports team and they don’t know your friends at church.  If you sing in the SCC choir you’ve got friends there, but if you’re in a small group those friends may not connect to your choir friends.  

The first commandment is to love God. The second is to love your neighbor. But we’ve lost that sense neighbor connection. And here’s the real problem. When most of my friends who know me well, also know one another AND they love me sincerely, these are the people that will most likely help me grow.  Why, because they love me enough to challenge me when I need to be challenged; encourage me when I need encouragement and we all need encouragement and kick my butt when I need that.


 Now let’s be realistic. You can’t just quit all those worlds, can you?  At least not in the short run. But what if God was telling us that He wants us to really love a few people deeply who also love us deeply and that sooner or later we’re going to have to change our crazy lives in order for that to happen. Can we at least think about the idea that there are a handful of people that we are really getting close to, like an old fashioned neighborhood, and that together with these neighbors, we’re getting close to God.

When we read Act 2:42-47 that’s what we’re reading about. The background for this passage is there were well over 100 people who were following Jesus, men and women. They’d seen his death. They’d met Jesus, risen from the dead. And Jesus told them clearly, don’t do anything until you receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. So in Acts 2 they are praying and waiting for the gift and then suddenly the Holy Spirit is given. Grace like a River fills their lives.  And suddenly they are connected: 

READ ACTS 2:38-47

38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

I want to walk you through the 7 Functions of Biblical Community which the early church experienced.  My goal is to give you a picture of what happens when we are living in REAL community, loving God, love one another deeply from the heart.  I’m going to teach this to you as an acrostic of the word, S.E.R.V.I.C.E.

The First of the 7 Functions of Biblical Community is: 

S – Spiritual Formation

By Spiritual formation what I really mean is they practiced the practices Jesus had taught them to practice so that they were spiritually alive; on fire even.  And what were those practices?  

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Last winter I gave you this definition of a Spiritual Discipline.  A Spiritual Discipline is something I do with my body (solitude, silence, worship, study, prayer, service, etc) that interrupts (stops) the normal flow of habitual thoughts and feelings in my mind so that I'm open to the flow of the Spirit. 
  
God’s goal is for you to have a mind that is characterized by an ever increasing flow of Spirit guided Truth based life producing thoughts and feelings.  Where to do you get an ever increasing flow of Spirit guided Truth? From the Apostles teaching because what the apostles were teaching was everything Jesus taught them.

They said the things Jesus said. They did the things Jesus did. They lived like Jesus … more and more and more. And the new followers of Jesus started doing the same things.  The Bible is how we get the Apostles teaching … Jesus’ kind of life.  

Question?  Why are we so hell-bent (yes, I mean that) on trying to do Christianity alone, by ourselves?  Following Jesus works best in community.  I need a few people who know we well both to love me and challenge me.  I take challenges best from people who have demonstrated that they love me with Jesus’ kind of love. 

My small group is meeting tonight and we’ve committed that we’re going to talk about what we can do together to keep growing spiritually.  

Later when Paul went to the city of Berea we read: 
Acts 17:11  11Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

It was a community, examining the Scriptures … together.  That’s powerful. It’s not one person’s idea. It’s all of us growing together. 
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Fellowship. They met together frequently. Sometimes daily or several times a week. They shared meals together. That’s what “breaking of bread” means.  They prayed together about all the daily stuff: jobs and kids and sickness and neighbors who didn’t know Jesus and they listened to what the Spirit was saying to them. 

They listened. [pause]
God, am I in an Acts 2 type of community, because I think I’d be growing spiritually if I was. Spiritual formation is the first function of Biblical Community. 
The second function of Biblical Community is: 
E - Evangelism

Acts 2:47 And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

This was a very attractive group of people. They were passionate and alive because each one of them was experiencing God’s Grace, God’s Spirit, and God’s kingdom. They were caring for one another … a whatever it takes mentality, even selling their stuff to bless someone in need.  There were miracles and sign and wonders, just like Jesus did only God was now doing them through Jesus’ followers. 
God was drawing people into this new Way of Living.  The Spirit was alive in Jesus’ followers and people were very attracted to them.  
There’s a wonderful story in Acts 8 where an angel of the Lord tells Philip to take the desert road toward Egypt, specifically towards Gaza. He meets an Ethiopian, an important official who is reading the book of Isaiah.  Philip explains Isaiah 53 to him, about God’s suffering servant and about Jesus.  In verse 35 we read: 
Acts 8:26-40  35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

And the Ethiopian asks to be baptized right then and there and Philip does it.  Verse 39 says, “When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the Ethiopian did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.”  

Evangelism, God drawing men, women and children to Himself and God loves to use a community of people who are passionately in love with Jesus and not afraid to love one another.

I want to challenge our small groups: are you willing to reach out and include people in your group that don’t know Jesus, or don’t have this love for God and each other?  How long has it been since your group added someone to the mix?  

I hear the objection: but if we add someone it will change the dynamics of the group.  Stop and think. If God’s Spirit gets a hold of a new person and brings them to salvation, life in Jesus, eternally, yes it will change the dynamics … into the same dynamic the early church experienced and your group needs that … we all do. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  If you want an Acts 2 type of group you’ve got to open up. 

SCC, make let’s make this our prayer. God ignite a fire of spiritual life here that is contagious, that is infectious, that is uncontainable so that You, Lord Jesus, can draw all kinds of people to Yourself and to Your life that we call salvation. And Lord, use our church, use our small groups, use our children’s ministry, youth ministry, men’s and women’s ministries, use everything we are to draw people to yourself.  Evangelism. 

The third function of Biblical Community is: 
R – Reproduction


Jesus 12 became 70 and more than a hundred in the three years He was reproducing disciples. On the day the Gift God promised arrive, the promised Holy Spirit, there were now 3000 followers of Jesus.  This is Jesus’ strategy to reach the entire world.  

Reach them. Teach them and train them. Connect them through baptism and instruct them in all the ways of Jesus and the really good news is that we don’t have to do this on our own; God is with us as we do it day after day after day.  


Later this fall I want to share with you our process of reproduction.  We want you to be on fire with LIFE that you’ve got to bring others with you. We will train you in the Bible, in clarifying your leadership style as well as your call to serve. We will teach you discipleship and how to reproduce other followers of Jesus. You’ll discover your preferred style of evangelism and finally you will be officially commissioned as a leader.


More on all of this later, but hear be clear.  God is building His kingdom, and that’s always bigger that this church. We must reproduce ourselves.  A follower of Jesus is never content just to do their own thing. We are called to join God in reaching the world and that will require leaders who are multiplying themselves. 


In Act 6 the church runs into it’s first conflict and what the Spirit leads them to do is to raise up leaders who can deal with the problems.  The apostles declare: 

Acts 6:3-4 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

Have you ever heard a church be compared to a football game.  22 men on the field who are in desperate need of rest and 50,000 fans in the stands who are in desperate need of exercise.  Following Jesus is never intended to be a spectator sport.  The Holy Spirit wants all of us in the game.  

Small groups, here’s the question. If you were well trained and could do something for God that would rock our world … what would it be?  Biblical Community is a place where those kinds of dreams become real. Reproduction, multiplying ourselves. 

The fourth function of Biblical Community is …
V – Volunteering 


This is the thing that is most attractive about Jesus followers. You meet people who both care and are willing to do something about it.  Voluteering, is servant leadership.  A couple of weeks ago I told you that another word for serve is to love.  

Acts 2:44-45 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

Many of you know that the facial palsy I have is a result of having had surgery three years ago to remove an acoustic neuroma, a small, always benign tumor in my ear. I’m now supporting a friend at SCC who has an acoustic neuroma and we were praying about it this Thursday.  That night we had pie with the pastor and one of our new people asks me about the hearing aide and the palsy and it turns out she, too, has had this surgery at a clinic in L.A. that my other friend is investigating and we’d been praying about to know if it’s the right place and this new person immediately offered to connect to my friend.

I actually don’t like the term volunteering, but it fits the acrostic.  Servant Leadership is when I’m trusting God to use me, to work in me and through me. I’m not just volunteering because something needs to be done.  

In biblical community there’s a willingness to let God use me to help others.  Don’t do this on your own. Stand in grace river. Better stand together with others in grace river and let God fill you and use us together.  


Next week I’m beginning a 3 part series on Healthy Sexuality.  Six months ago I was approached by some men whom God is calling to help other men struggling with addiction to pornography.  I called them this week to see if they’d be willing to discuss this … up here.  Now most of you are thinking, there’s no way I’d discuss my sexuality publically, but they said yes, because it’s not about you.  It’s about what God wants to do and they know that deeply in their hearts.  Servants, like Jesus was a servant, doing whatever it takes, not to play church, but to help people and change lives. 

The Acts 2 community changed their world.  That’s a tall order, but when God gets a hold of a whole community, a whole church, an gives them His vision and His power … the world gets changed.   Servant-Leader-Volunteering.   

The fifth function of biblical community is …
I – International Missions.  

Jesus told them to wait for His Holy Spirit power because what got started in Jerusalem would change the whole world. 

Acts 1:8 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

What the Holy Spirit does is lead us into all truth.  The Holy Spirit reveals to us the truths that are on God’s heart.  God has a heart for every person on planet earth. 

So we have a short term Mission’s team in Tanzania right now. 

PICTURE OF TEAM TANZANIA

Pray for Team Tanzania do we have a picture of team Tanzania? 

David Lewis, Reeves Bower, Jen DeZeuw, Wayne Ebert, Al Haupt, Andrea Reidner, Mike Reister, Scott Reese, Lee Simons, Bree Schultz.  Terri Urban is the alternate. Pray with me: 

Lord, Jesus, these friends are doing what You’ve called them to do. They are following your heart to dar es Salaam, Tanzania. They are joining Prakash and Harsha and the Shanti Dham church in being the very presence of Jesus in Tanzania, Your hands, Your feet, Your mouths, Your love. Holy Spirit empower them moment by moment to accomplish the reason you sent them.  Work your love through them.  Protect them from all harm and help them to become more and more like You, Jesus. Amen. 


The 6th function of biblical Community is …

C – Care


Pam Bower and Reeves shared their story at the picnic last week. Reeves was in a bad bicycle accident and one of the first calls Pam made was to her small group. She needed someone to watch her girls and Lisa Kuyper said yes, but Lisa also called the rest of the group and they met them at the hospital so that they went though a tough time together.  


Care, at the deep end of the ocean is about the people you can call at 3am and wake out of a dead sleep and they’ll say yes.  Ok, I’ll be honest, you’ve got to wake me up before I can say yes.  Who are your 3am friends who care?  


Sunday church has always scared me because it’s really hard to genuinely care for people in a crowd.  But if you’ve got a community of people who truly love you, they’ll do whatever it takes.  


In Acts 12 Peter was in prison and we read.

Acts 12:5 5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  Whatever it takes …Care.

The 7th function of Biblical Community is …
E – Extending Compassion


Local missions are also part of God’s heart. So Women of Valor and the Soup Kitchen and Faith Partners and the Colorado Springs Pregnancy Center and the Sunny Rest Nursing Home … and many of you are involved in all kinds of mission locally and beyond … God, reveal Your heart to us so that we are spending our lives, joining You in ways that make us the very presence of Jesus in our world.

Acts 4:34-37  34There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.
36Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.
S.E.R.V.I.C.E.


1.  Spiritual Formation, becoming like Jesus.


2.  Evangelism. God using our community, SCC, to draw people to Himself. 


3.  Reproduction. Leaders who are multiplying themselves.


4.  Volunteering, Servant, Leaders


5.  International Missions, God using us to reach His world which He loves.


6.  Care, love that does whatever it takes.


7.  Extending Compassion, serving our local community in mission.  

God, What are You asking me to do?

1. Grow My Family into a Biblical Community.

2. Connect with Biblical Community at SCC.

3. Reproduce and Multiply
4. Be a Blessing

5. Invite Someone to the Pumpkin Patch Carnival, October 31. 
For 15 years SCC has provided a safe alternative to Halloween where every October 31 we host the Pumpkin Patch Carnival. Here the community and church families can experience a fun evening and be presented the Gospel message. Again this year SCC will open its doors, and we need your help with setting up the carnival, manning the games, and cleaning up afterwards. Donations of candy and cookies are also needed. Most important … bring a neighbor or a friend with you.  There’s a family with kids that might connect with our God of all grace, but you have to invite them and bring them.  For more information, visit the Carnival table in the atrium or call the church office.
Matthew 28:18-20 The Message

18Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commission you: 19Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 20Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”
Pray
Going Deeper

1. With your family, friends or Small Group go over the 7 functions of Biblical Community.  Discuss how we could be growing in each area.  Don’t fall into a guilt game.  Ask God to help you grow.

2. Is there one of the 7 functions that you are particularly passionate about?  Might God be calling you to lead your group in this one area? For instance, could you be the care coordinator for your small group helping all of us care for one another more effectively? 
3. Some small groups see reproduction as a threat to their life together.  How did the early church handle adding new people?  How might we handle adding new people?  
4. How open am I, are we, to our small group becoming everything God wants it to be … a Biblical community?

5. How can we live the great commission … together as a group? 
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