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Biblical Community
The Table of Invitation

Luke 14:15-24

SCC   9.10.06   SRB

I sent everyone at Springs Community Church an invitation to be here this morning.  It looks like this.  
The Reason I sent you an invitation – put a copy on the power point. 

I want to talk with you about what God wants for Springs Community Church.  Last week I retold the story of how God revealed to me our unique calling to be the Grace River church. If you don’t know that story go to our website and listen to or read the message.  I believe with every ounce of my being that God wants us to be the Grace River church inviting all kinds of people to this life, standing in Grace River.
I also believe that teaching people how to live as followers of Jesus becoming like Jesus in our character is God’s call on SCC and that’s true for children, youth and adults.


What God wants for SCC has not changed. HOW we DO what God wants must change and that’s what today is about.  Let me be personal.  In a spirit of repentance, I owe you an apology.  
Steve’s Apology:
1. I’ve not always been your spiritual leader; I’ve been your organizational leader.  For that I’m sorry. There have been too many times in recent years I’ve been reacting to the needs of the church instead of leading spiritually, pointing us to what God wants for us. I’m not saying my spiritual life isn’t real; only that I’ve let the needs of the organization take priority over the spiritual needs of the church..  I repent of that behavior, ask your forgiveness and commit to once again be your spiritual leader. 
When I was in Michigan this summer a woman prayed prophetically over 

me. Linda was present as was Tim Vink, a trusted friend. Her prophetic words were: “God wants you to know that your ministry so far has been a result of your abilities. Now God wants to show you what He can do.”  Both Linda and I received these words as good news. 
2. How we do ministry is important.  Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Apart from me you can do nothing.”   I believe that.  We’ve not always given you the quality of ministry God wants.  There are great moments: Dedication with Fisher DeBerry, Picnic last summer (to be repeated next week) and Ministry Fair three weeks ago, Youth Ministry Worship, Awana’s, moments like when Jason Smits went up to a hurting Dana Hagood and prayed with him in the middle of worship etc. but there are also times when we delivered ministry that is short of God’s best; I take full responsibility for that. I’m not a blame person so please don’t blame the leaders of SCC.  Let me carry that responsibility as the Senior Pastor.  [pause] 
3. Finally, I have not cast crystal clear vision regarding who we are and where we are going. And that’s what I hope to do today. There’s been a too much negative complaining at SCC lately and I’m taking responsibility to change that.  
What does God want for Springs Community Church?  Jesus told a story about an 
invitation to a party.  Before I read it, you need to know that in Jewish culture a feast was not only a great party, it was a symbol of heaven, of the end of time when God would make everything right. Listen to Isaiah 25:6-8 NLT
6In Jerusalem, the LORD Almighty will spread a wonderful feast for everyone around the world. It will be a delicious feast of good food, with clear, well-aged wine and choice beef. 7In that day he will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over the earth. 8He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign LORD will wipe away all tears. He will remove forever all insults and mockery against his land and people. The LORD has spoken!

Jesus is teaching about The Great Feast in His Kingdom.  In Luke 14 Jesus has just finished teaching that Kingdom people do NOT pick the places of honor at the head table; instead they humble them-selves and take the seats without honor.  Listen to what Jesus says next:
Story of the Great Feast
15Hearing this, a man sitting at the table with Jesus exclaimed, “What a privilege it would be to have a share in the Kingdom of God!”


What God Wants for Springs Community Church: 
1. A People with Priorities
First, God wants SCC to be a people with His priorities.  God is constantly challenging us to evaluate our priorities.

Jesus teaches about the Great Feast in His Kingdom. The invitations go out. Actually there were two invitations. The first was like our RSVP: “We’re having a party. Let us know if you can make it.”  Lots of folks say they are coming.  When the day of the party arrives the master sends his servant out to tell everyone, “The party’s ready to begin. Come one, come all!”  


And what he gets is excuses.  One guy says, “I just bought a field and I want to inspect it.”  For starters, who buys land without seeing it, first. But even if he did buy it, based on someone else’s recommendation, the land isn’t going anywhere. It will still be there after the party’s over.  This is a flimsy excuse. 

The next guy says he’s bought five oxen and has to try them out. Now a rich person would have maybe 2 oxen and you can only use two of them at a time at most, so this, too, is nothing but an excuse.  


The third excuse is “I just got married.”  Question: What guy’s wife doesn’t love a dinner party?  There was this couple lying in bed during a storm and there was a tornado warning and they were terrified that they were going to die. The tornado hit their house and picked up the bed with them in it, twirled them around and around and set it down a couple of hundred yards away.   The wife was weeping and the husband said, “Honey, it’s over. We’re ok. You don’t need to be afraid anymore.”  And she said, “You don’t understand. I’m trilled.  It’s the first time we’ve been out together in 5 years.”  

The Master is angry at excuses.  First he tells his servant, Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the city and invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. When there’s still room for more guests he sends his servant out to find guests, behind the hedges … the outcasts of society …. the marginalized. 
SCC, God is inviting everybody to His party. He has called us to set the table for all He is calling to himself.  Maybe we have to ask the question, is there anyone God would welcome to His Kingdom party, whom we wouldn’t welcome to our church?  

Reggie McNeal was with us in April and challenged us to practice a blessing strategy … go out and genuinely bless people and love them and they’ll turn around and ask about our party, and more importantly about Jesus, who is throwing the party.  God wants us to be a blessing people, because God wants all kinds of people at his party.

Priorities. Knowing what’s most important.   Jesus talks about our top priority…
Matthew 6:33 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. [say this out loud with me]  Can I ask you to do something. Write this verse somewhere where you will see it first thing every day and make it your prayer, “Jesus, today, I will seek first your kingdom and your right way of living and I’ll trust that you , my Good God, will take care of us.

When you know what your top priority is it doesn’t mean other things aren’t important. It doesn’t mean that you can’t buy land or oxen or enjoy family. When you and I establish priorities it puts everything else into perspective. Max Lucado says:
Max Lucado:  “Unestablished priorities are the cause of all our frustrations.”

How many of you felt this past week like you were too busy, you had too many responsibilities?  Raise your hand if you felt that way.  Hey, there ARE too many other things to do and you can’t do them all.  But here’s the secret. Put God first and do what God asks you to do and trust God to take care of the other stuff because there’s always a lot of stuff you can’t control.

If we don’t set priorities … then we begin to feel guilty and if we feel guilty we make excuses … Benjamin Franklin. “A person who becomes good at offering excuses is a person who is usually good at nothing else.” 
The Kingdom way is not about guilt and excuses.  At SCC, we call the party, Grace River. The Bible urges us to keep growing in the grace and in the truth of Jesus.  Grace and truth.  I want to invite Pastor Rex Schultz to come up and tell us how you can come to the party at SCC… Rex tell us how we can grow in grace and truth.
Rex Schultz, on Adult Ministry opportunities.
2 minutes
For the next 18 months I’m going to be preaching on 30 Key’s to discipleship.  I spent the month of July preparing what we as leaders believe are 30 key areas for following Jesus. There are 10 things you need to KNOW, 10 you need to BE and 10 you need to DO.  Here’s a quick glance at where we’re going.  
30 Keys to discipleship …

Put each of these three “Essentials” up for 10 seconds. 

Essential Knowledge (KNOW) for Disciples:
1. Grace River


6. Identity in Christ

2. Trinity



7. Kingdom of God and Church

3. Authority of the Bible

8. Compassion


4. Personal God


9. Eternity


5. Discipleship


10. Stewardship


Essential Character (BE) for Disciples:

1. Joy




6. Patience

2. Peace



7. Kindness/Goodness

3. Faithfulness


8. Gentleness

4. Self-Control


9. Humility

5. Love



10. Hope


Essential Skills (DO) for Disciples:

1. Worship



6. Spiritual Disciplines
2. Prayer



7. Stewardship
3. Bible Study



8. Peacemaking
4. Biblical Community

9. Righteousness & Justice
5. Spiritual gifts


10. Mentoring & Multiplying
I’ve watched Keith and Heather Bain change from fighting drug addiction and messed up family to being Kingdom people … and it’s a big WOW, the change God’s working in them.  How about you?. So first God wants us to get our kingdom priorities straight. Second …
What God Wants for Springs Community Church:

2. Servants, not Status Seekers
Servants … not consumers.  In America we’re all consumers, but as the Kingdom becomes the top priority, we realize that the #1 way we get our needs met is through serving, not seeking privilege or status.  If you want status … seek the status of a servant. 

In America some think the church is like a gas station, you make a quick trip to fill up spiritually.  Some think the church is like a movie theater, a place for entertainment and escape. Some think the church is like a drug store where you get fixed or get a fix.  And some think it’s like a super store, the all in one stop for life. 


Jesus’ idea of  church is a gathering of servants. Servants hear Jesus say, “Even I, the Son of Man, came not to be served, but to serve.”  Another word for servant is love.  Jesus loves us by putting our needs before his own.  I want to be like Jesus.

If we all begin at church as consumers, the challenge is to move into servanthood, ASAP. Listen to Jesus: Matthew 18:2-3 
A child doesn’t care about being important.  I love driving down Allegheny Drive while children are walking to Foothills Elementary School. It’s not unusual to see a kid walking up the sidewalk pretending to throw a football or a baseball. He winds up and throws the imaginary ball.  He’s having fun and could care less that I’m watching.  It’s only when we grow up that we realize that cool people don’t have fun like that.  

Have you ever noticed how children love to help. No, not when their bedroom has to be picked up. I remember Grandpa Brooks asking my son Ben to help him chop firewood using the BIG log splitter and Ben became a servant. It was exciting to help Grandpa do something important. 
Jesus said you have to become like a child. The first are last, last first.  The kingdom of God is upside down.  The world says status matters. Wealthy people matter.  People with power matter.  People who are famous matter.  There’s the inside group at church and the outside group.  
Church gets frustrating when we have people who think they have entitlement.  Especially for me a pastor. We lose sight that none of us is entitled. Where all here by grace.  If some ministry isn’t going the way you think it should consumers complain. Servants sign up to help. If you don’t like something your church is doing status seekers gossip; servants pray and discern how God may want us to work better together. They practice Jesus way of dealing with problems. Servants take God seriously when He says, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”
The way to the throne is through the servant’s entrance.  [repeat]  

     I’ve asked Jill Lewis to share how you join God in what He’s doing in Children’s ministry.   
Jill Lewis on Children’s Ministry Opportunities
2 minutes

God wants us loving one another and God wants every one of us loving the world … being like Jesus to our community.  SCC is committed to equip you to know HOW you serve best and then go make a difference.  If you’re not clear about serving, let us help you get clear. It’s what God wants for us.  Third, 

What God Wants for Springs Community Church:
3. Accepting People, Hurting or Healthy
Actually that statement is one of our core values. Let me list our core values for you: 

OUR CORE VALUES:

1.    We love and accept people, hurting or healthy.

  
Luke 15:1-7,  Matthew 9:10-13; 25: 31-46

2.     Biblical Spiritual Growth = transformed Hearts.

          Matthew 7:24,   John 15:5,   2 Timothy 3:16-17

3.   We Practice Prayer to live this Life.  

          Matthew 6: 9-13,   Mark 11:17

4.     We are committed to relationships, transformation in 

  community.  Acts 2:42-47,   1 John 4: 7-21

5.    Mulitiplying Leaders, Commissioned Leaders, Commissioned Pastors
God’s passion is for the outcast.  The entire bible is a story about God’s desire to 
bring people in.  Without Jesus, you and I are outcasts.  

Linda and I watched a great movie this week, Take the Lead, the story of Pierre Dulaine, hired by a New York City high school principal to supervise kids in detention and as unlikely as it sounds, slowly, patiently, he teaches them ball room dancing and self respect and respect for one another. Do you realize the great importance Jesus places on reaching people, no one else wants?  

Tony Campolo, a teacher at Eastern University in Pennsylvania wrote a book called The Kingdom of God is a Party.  He tells the story of a time he flew to Honolulu and because his internal clock was all messed up he ended up in a Diner at 2:30 AM.  In walk three women of the night and one of the lets it out that tomorrow is her birthday, though in her entire life no one has ever thrown her a party.


After the women leave Tony gets with the owner of the Diner and makes plans to throw her a birthday party the next night. So he gets a cake and decorations and shows up at 2am.  The owner gets the word out and at 2:30 in walk 30 hookers and they surprise their girlfriend.  She bursts into tears of joy and then asks, “Can I bring this cake to show my mother. She’s dying and would be so proud to know that you threw me this party,” and the next thing you know the guest of honor is out the door.  


Tony does what we preachers do, he asks everyone to pray and when he’s done thanking God for this woman’s life the owner of the place comes up to him and says, “What kind of church do you belong to.”  Tony thinks for a minute and says, “The kind of church that throws birthday party’s for hookers at 2:30 in the morning.” The owner says, “No you don’t.  I’ve looked all over for a church like that and if one existed I’d be a member of it.”   


Now some of you are sitting here thinking, are we going to start throwing parties for hookers!  I’m all for being a church that throws parties for hookers.  I’m trying real hard not to look any of you in the eyes right now.  


But don’t misunderstand what God wants for us.  This isn’t about being novel or dramatic. Invite your neighbor to God’s Kingdom party, your family, your co-worker.  Jesus is will save anyone who is open.  

God wants hurting and healthy people at his party.  We are God’s family and it’s our job to invite them … to invite them to a life of following Jesus and discovering how awesome life in the Kingdom of God is.  We don’t have enough hookers around here. We don’t have enough drug addicts or homosexuals, or in general broken people or neighbors. After all, God says were all broken.  


Rob Denler spoke on life in the gutter back in July and I’d like Rob, our youth pastor, to share with you.
Rob Denler on Student Ministry Opportunities
2 minutes

Finally,  What God Wants for Springs Community Church:
4. Passion for People to Get to God’s Party
I’ve been saying it for 21 years; Springs Community Church doesn’t exist for itself, but to reach out to the world around us, blessing the world around us, inviting people to God’s party.  

We have to have our priorities straight.  Seek first God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness.


We have to be servants, not consumers.  Gia and Chris Shaw showed us here and by the time I met them they were both already making a difference.  Wow! 

And we have to accept people, hurting or healthy and then invite them into the life Jesus called Life to the full, the Kingdom life … the River of Grace.


If you believe in what we’re about you have a little sticky heart in your bulletin and if you don’t have one the ushers will hand you one.  I invite you to join me in becoming all God wants us to be.

I’m going to give you a moment of silence. If God is calling you to join me in repenting, in telling God you’re sorry, that is what the followers of Jesus do. We stand in Grace River and say, “Oh, God, I am sorry for my attitude and my actions and my failure to act.”  


And then if it reflects your sincere heart I invite you to get up out of your chair and put your sticky heart on this picture of grace river.  

And one last thought. Next Sunday, we’re holding church out at Fox Run Park. Bring your lawn chair and …. Goes we’re going to have a party and you’re all invited, and if God is leading … bring a friend whose never been to our party with you.
Opportunity to Repent

Opportunity to Accept God’s Invitation – bring your heart forward …
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