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Key’s to Discipleship #7:

The Kingdom of God and the Church
Part 2 – “All by Itself”

Mark 4:26-29

In the children’s book Frog and Toad Together, “The Garden” is the story of Toad’s adventure of planting seeds to grow a garden. It begins when Toad admires his friend Frog’s fine garden.  “Well, yes,” replied Frog, “but it was hard work.” 
“I wish I had a garden,” responds Toad. So Frog gives Toad a package of seeds and tells him that if he pants the seeds soon he too can grow a beautiful garden. Toad asks, “How soon?” “Quite soon,” is the answer.

Toad plants the seeds and then tells them to start growing, while he stands there waiting for the plants to appear.  When nothing happens he starts shouting at them.  Frog looks over the fence and asks what all the commotion is about. Toad replies, “My seeds won’t grow.”  

Frog says, “You’re shouting too much. These poor seeds are afraid to grow! Leave them alone for a few days. Let the sun shine on them. Le the rain fall on them. Soon your seeds will start to grow.” 


Later than night, Toad looks out over his garden and sees that nothing has changed. “Drat, my seeds haven’t started to grow. They must be afraid of the dark. I will read the seeds a story, and then they won’t be afraid.” Toad reads. He sings them songs, dances in the rain, he plays his violin, all in fruitless efforts to coax the seeds to grow on his timetable.  Finally he collapses in sleep from trying so hard.


He’s awakened the next day by a jubilant Frog saying, “Toad, Toad, wake up! Look at your garden.”


“Oh, at last my seeds have stopped being afraid to grow.” “But you were right, Frog. It was very hard work.” 


Let me tell you the secret of the Kingdom of God.  Toad’s garden grew, while he was sleeping, all by itself.  Listen to Jesus in …


The Parable of the Growing Seed  Mark 4:26-29

The “All by Itself” Principle.

The soil produces grain, all by itself.  The word we translate “all by itself” is the word automate, from which we get the word automatic.  The man who sows the seed doesn’t even know how it happens.  If you remember High School biology, of course we do know some of how things grow, but Jesus isn’t teaching a science lesson. He teaching us about His world, the world He brings with Him so we can live in His Kingdom.  The point is I can’t MAKE IT grow.  I can plant the right seed in good soil and water it and make sure it gets sunshine. But I can’t make the seeds grow. 

In the parable, the man who sows the seed goes to sleep at night and wakes up in the day and does not know how the seed grows.  Some of you maybe feel qualified, like me, for that role: clueless and sleeping on the job. 

Now let me repeat what I just said. Can we do anything? Yes. We can plant Kingdom seeds which earlier in this chapter Jesus says is the Word of God. We can plant seed in good soil, a person who really wants God to work in her or him.  We can water the seed and harvest the crop. What I cannot do is grow people. 


The mysterious and miraculous element of the Kingdom cannot be MAN-ufactured.  When we try … and your Type A personality pastor has certainly tried … we become what the Bible calls … FOOLS.  


Example: Ben Brooks will share his story next Sunday.  Linda and I did a lot of things right … and we made some colossal mistakes.  But Ben’s story is about how God reached Ben … in spite of mom and dad. 

Sometimes, I’m like Toad. I jump and shout, sing songs, read stories but it doesn’t cause anyone to grow.  The Bible makes it very clear that only God can grow people and only God can grow His Kingdom.   You should be very careful around Christian leaders who think they can do what only God can do.  In fact, I give you permission to call me on it if you think I’m crossing the line. 

Remember what we talked about two weeks ago when we studied the parable of the soils earlier in Mark 4.  
1. God is Great
The Bible tells of God’s greatness.  When God spoke, the universe was created.  Read 

Genesis 1-2.  That, my friends is greatness.  And when God raised Jesus from the dead, though evil men killed him – I’m mean lets get real. I’ve done lots of funerals and my ability to perform resurrections is zero – Jesus resurrection reveals God’s greatness over death, evil and all that’s wrong on planet earth.  God is great. Say that with me.  
Review the Parable of the Soils

Mark 4:20 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”

When God is truly growing people great things happen because God is great.  Good soil produces abundant fruit.  For example …


I’m excited about what’s going on in youth ministry this summer.  In July we’ve had 70 students, some Sunday’s worshipping up in what we call the Attic. Our students went on a mission trip to Indianapolis where they planted seeds for the Kingdom.  

Rob Denler has been patient, building trust and faithfulness. Planting seeds… consistency for two years and it’s paying off.  Students studying the word of God and putting it into practice and God is growing our students. 

Same with Awana on Wednesday night … kids learning the truth of God and the presence of God.  God is growing our kids. 


Adults there are adult classes on Sunday mornings this fall and on Wednesday nights.  And there are small groups where you can study the word of God and put it into practice.  Question: Are you willing to pray and ask God to grow you? Be careful. He will. And your life will change.  
2. God Grows His Kingdom – All by Itself
1 Corinthians 3:6 6My job was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God, not we, who made it grow. 

Paul … a very powerful and effective leader, was crystal clear that he could plant seeds and Apollos, another great leader could water the seed, but only God could grow the seed.  Question: Are you in danger, as I sometimes am, of taking on God’s job. Like a good farmer, we can cultivate the crops, but we can’t grow them.  


In Acts 1, Jesus, risen from the dead, coaches his disciples one last time.  

Acts 1:3-5, 8
… He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Listen closely: IF WE UNITE THE SPIRIT OF GOD WITH THE WORD OF GOD IN OUR HEARTS, WE WILL SEEA SPONTANEOUS MOVEMENT OF GOD THAT WILL ASTONISH THE WORLD. 


Who was in control in the book of Acts? It wasn’t Peter or Paul. Peter got stuck in Jerusalem while the Spirit was trying to send the disciples to the world.  Persecution finally got Peter going.  Paul wanted to go to Asia. The Spirit said, No.  The Holy Spirit was in control in the early church.  If we want to experience the book of Acts today we must yield control to the Holy Spirit.


I’ve asked Harold Larson to share his experience with this. Please welcome Harold.  

Grace River Story – Harold Larson
Obedience to the Word of God … and intimacy with the presence of God  … and then watch God grow us ... all by Himself. Here’s the principle I want you to catch:   
When the Spirit of God (God’s power) unites with the Word of God (God’s Truth)  in our lives, we see God work … all by Himself.  

There is a sobering reality to all of this …
3. You can’t Fake It.
God is either growing His kingdom in you and around you, or He is not.  


Is loving people (like you loving everyone in this room, easy? No.  But Jesus 

commands us to love one another.  So you’re going to need the Holy Spirit to help you live the truth of Jesus.  But there are people in this room who are in a world of hurt and hiding because there afraid that if you knew what was going on in their life you would choose not to love them.  We can’t fake it. Either the Holy Spirit is growing us in to lovers like Jesus, or he’s not.  

And not just the people in this room … the people in the world, some of whom can’t stand you or your Jesus.I was driving down I-25 a couple of days ago behind a lady who had bumper stickers slamming religion … so I practiced … praying for God to bless her profoundly and reveal himself to her in a way that was unmistakable.  And then she slammed on her breaks and I ran right into the back of her car … no that’s not true…


You can’t fake it.  In Matthew 5 Jesus says “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 5:9.  Two summers ago I did a series on peacemaking.  Now I can tell when you’re faking it, because you fall back into patterns of conflict resolution that look like the way you grew up, or maybe your preferred style of conflict. But it doesn’t look like Jesus, who neither avoided conflict nor irrationally exploded.  You’re going to need the Holy Spirit working in you if you’re going to practice peacemaking, the way Jesus taught us. You can’t fake it. 
John 15:5 

When the Spirit of God unites with the Word of God in our lives, we see God work … all by Himself.  
4. Stay Connected to the King and His Kingdom

John 5:17, 19-20 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” …
 
SCC, God wants us to be a life giving church. Now I can’t give you life, but Jesus can and will if you ask Him.  Jesus, who died for your sins, will give you eternal life, if you ask Him. Jesus, risen from the dead, will give you Heaven’s power over death, sin and all the stupid dying stuff of planet earth.  

We stay connected to the King because Jesus gives us life… We stand in Grace River because Grace is God pouring His gifts into us so we can be full of life.  

Do you need Jesus’ kind of life from now on?  He’s available to anyone who wants Him.  Ask and it will be given. Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will open. 


The all by itself principle is that God works in the life of those who put their faith in Jesus.  
5. Faith is saying “Yes” to God’s Kingdom Capability.

John 14:12-14 NLT

This is not a blank check. You can ask God for a million dollars but He isn’t promising that.  This promise is tied to the “all by itself” principle.  If you want the Spirit of God to grow the Truth of God in your life … God will do it.  If we are committed to His Kingdom, planting seeds and watering seeds, and harvesting the seeds He grows … Joining God is what God is doing … you have freedom to ask God to do what only God can do … and you will then watch God do it … all by Himself.  The Kingdom of God is here. Jesus brings His world with Him.  Do you really want God to Grow His Kingdom in your life? If you do … ask and He’ll do it.  
Sid Huston and I spent the National Day of Prayer up on Pikes Peak with a bunch of other pastors and leaders from our city.  Sid told me that day and he’s confirmed it since, that He wants his life to be used by God to reach many, many people for Jesus. I believe God is going to honor that request.  
Blessing Sid and Karen Huston with Harold Larson
Not to be included in the outline:

A. Steve welcome Sid and Harold. (Karen will not be coming forward.)
B. Steve acknowledge Harold’s “Barnabus” role. God has used Harold to make 
sure Sid and I were both actually loving one another in these recent months. And both Sid and I are very grateful because it’s really working.  
C. Harold, brief comments.

D. Steve bless Sid and Karen for the ministry at SCC.

1. Sid is a gifted evangelist who has taught us to share the good news of Jesus with others.  I think back to this past March and the Evangelism Summit and God used Sid and the Outreach Team to equip us.

2. Sid loves the word of God. First, Sid, you live it. You and Karen and Zach and Stephanie all do. We see your love for the Truth of God’s word. But Sid, you’ve also been passionate about teaching God’s word and I think of Bob Shelter who sat in your 1 John class last spring and just ate it up. 

3. Sid are a risk taker, and by that I mean that you are willing to trust God and walk by faith and we bless you for the example you’ve set and we bless you, as God’s family, as we trust Him with you. 

4. And finally, I couldn’t resist, you really like Bill and Gloria Gaither and their music … and we’re so glad you and Karen and the kids have been part of the family of God here at SCC.

E. Sid, bless SCC

F. Harold and Sid, brief comments about Sid’s future ministry

G. Steve: opportunity later this fall to learn more, here at SCC. Later this fall, when Sid and Harold are ready, I’m inviting them to share with us their vision for this new ministry.  Until then, if you want to know more about how to support Sid in this new ministry talk with Sid or Harold. 
H. Harold lead us in prayer.

I. Special offering. During this time Sid and Karen can go out into the Atrium for a greeting line and snacks.
Going Deeper:

1. The “All by Itself” Principle means that God is the one who is growing His Kingdom. How has God been growing you?  
2. How has God been growing … what you “do,” meaning your ministry or your work or your calling?

3. How do you tend to forget that it’s God who grows His Kingdom and slip into a mode of thinking you have to “do it?” 

4. How do you best stay connected and truly overflowing with the God who grows His Kingdom “All by Itself?”  

5. How can your family and friends be praying for you so you are more surrendered to the God who grows us All by Himself?”
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