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SCC MINISTRY FAIR
August 20, 2006

“Becoming a Servant – like Jesus”

John 13:14 & 1 Corinthians 12:

Why do we love it when a person acts like a servant?  Dick and Carolyn Reida come to mind.  They’ve recently moved to Denver to be near their kids but they’ve been at SCC for 20 years and I knew them in Omaha before that and they are servants to my personally, to the church to Colorado inmates and especially their families, to Christians in Eastern Europe – they both love doing missions. And they prayed, for all of us and for me personally. I could go on.  

A servant is someone who loves well. Jesus was a servant and he calls us to be like Him. 

Actually, and this amazes me, Jesus is God. Jesus, according to the Bible was there in Genesis 1:1 when God created the universe. John tells us, “…without him nothing was made that has been made.” 1:3  Jesus will return when He comes again as the King of the whole world and He will judge all people … and yet, Jesus is a servant.  

1. Jesus was Lord and Servant

It’s the night before He dies and Jesus is sharing Passover, the great Jewish celebration of God’s Mercy.  In the dusty Middle East your feet got dirty but no one had assumed the servant role of washing the disciples feet. Jesus becomes the servant and washes their feet.  And then he tells them …

John 13:14-17  14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 

A servant is someone who loves well.  But let’s get honest, some of us love better than others. Some of us didn’t grow up in families that taught us to love well, so we struggle with knowing how to love and serve. Some of us don’t have time or take time. [pause]  Some of us have an ego problem that gets in the way.  Some of us are tired of getting hurt by others.  Sometimes we just develop an attitude … around certain people or certain organizations and we imagine, our attitude gives us an exemption from serving.  The problem is Jesus, … the One we follow, … never took the attitude exemption. 

So how does a follower of Jesus learn to love by serving? 

2. Becoming a Servant: First, Jesus is Lord
I’ve already told you Jesus is the Master of the Universe… God.  Listen closely. God is a Servant God. Jesus is a Servant God. So the Kingdom of God is a Servant Kingdom … because our God is a Servant God. He washes feet.  He dies on a cross. He keeps His promises including serving … you … the King of the Universe.  
Luke 17:20-21 Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 

Within you is the Kingdom of God … within you is this Servant Kingdom.  How do you know?  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 12, one of the great servant chapters in the Bible that if you’ve declared Jesus is your Lord and King, sincerely, … you can only do that because, God, the Holy Spirit, WITH IN YOU, helped you say it. And if the Spirit is within you … the Kingdom is within you. 
1 Corinthians 12:3 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.


What if Jesus, right now, is giving Himself to you, all His love, all His power, all that you need to serve. What if serving is really Jesus flowing in you and through you? 
Listen to this song by Phillips, Craig & Dean, called, Let the Worshippers Arise.  It’s about Jesus, the Servant King. Don’t just listen. Use this to enter the Kingdom of God.
Let the Worshippers Arise – Phillips, Craig & Dean

Father, I see that you are drawing a line in the sand,

And I want to be standing your side, holding Your hand,

So let Your Kingdom come, let it live in me

This is my prayer, this is my plea. 

Let the worshippers arise,

Let the sons and the daughters sing,

I’m surrendering my all,

I surrender to the King.

Father, I hear it growing louder, the song of your redeemed,

And the saints of every nation are awakening to sing,

From our hearts there comes an anthem; Oh, hear the heavens ring,

This is our song, a song to our King. 


What we receive when we surrender to the King and His Kingdom is the love of God, all the gifts of the grace of God including the power of God … to serve, like Jesus.  Think: serving with God’s Kingdom power flowing through me versus volunteering on my own.

3. Becoming a Servant: Know your Spiritual Gifts
When Servant Jesus is at work in you, the Bible says He gives you specific spiritual Gifts so you can serve Him.  Listen:

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
Followers of Jesus, it is important that you know something about your Spiritual 

Gifts. Ignorance is not helpful to serving well.  Some of you have the gift of helps.  Jesus, in you, inspires you to come along side of others and help out and you don’t need a lot of recognition because helping feels fulfilling to you.  

Some of you have the gift of administration. You organize people like me.  Some of you teach, others have discernment – you see truth others miss.  I’m not going to go through the whole list. We have a seminar that will help you get clear on your gifts called Servant Quest. Servant Quest.  If you’d like to know about Servant Quest, take your communication card and hand it in at the Welcome Center.  
But hear clearly verse 7 … the Servant God gives you gifts for the common good.
4. Becoming a Servant: Everyone’s Important
1 Corinthians 12:12-20

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.   Have you had a drink of God today, because God’s trying to quench your thrist for Himself. His grace and love are here for you …. DRINK UP. 
14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
Here’s the Principle: Thinking too lowly about yourself and how God wants to use your life does not glorify God. 

Example, Single Parents.  Single parents, many who have been through painful divorces, tell me that they often feel like second class citizens in the church.  But if they, by the Spirit within them, have made Jesus their Savior and Lord, they have Spiritual gifts this body needs. We must go out of our way to make sure Single moms and Single dads do not feel, “because I’m not married, I’m not part of the body.”  Jesus says you are in important part of SCC, my single friends.  
There are others of you with low self esteem.  First of all let me say that’s often more complicated than we want to admit.  I’ve got a friend who for 20 years I seen her low esteem and she just admitted to me this week that her grandfather molested her.  Wow. No wonder.  But the Spirit gives God’s spiritual gifts to those of you with low self esteem, too.  
Principle: Thinking too lowly about yourself and how God wants to use your life does not glorify God.
Look at verse 24 with me …
5. Becoming a Servant: Everyone’s Equal in God’s Eyes
1 Corinthians 12:24-26 But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
Principle: Thinking too highly about yourself and refusing to serve others does not glorify God.
Linda and I took a couple out to dinner and the lady waxed elephant about all of her musical experienced and announced that she was available for solos and music leadership.  The ego was obvious. I missed the servant. 
SCC, it only looks like Jesus is here, at our church, if we have equal concern for one another; if we are truly loving one another; if we are careful about things that divide us - that there should be no division in the body, - that we serve one another. 

And that comes down to …
6. Becoming a Servant: And the Greatest Gift is … Love.

1 Corinthians 13, the next chapter after 1 Corinthians 12 is the Love chapter.  Love is the best way to serve.  

Today we have a ministry fair. There’s a big tent out there with all kinds of ministry opportunities.  


My SCC friends, these are opportunities to love. Chris Barnhart recently discovered one of our young men needed a job and he helped him get one… that’s servant love.

 To love, like Jesus, here in the church and to love, like Jesus, out in our community.   I got an email from a lady who ran into one of our people at Panera and was deeply blessed … and she doesn’t go to our church.  

Listen. Whether you start by serving or whether you start by praying, Jesus says the Kingdom of God is within you. The whole idea is for God’s love to be at work in you, loving you up, filling you up, building you up … so that you can be a servant … like Jesus … our Servant God.

Prayer

Please Check Out the Ministry Fair

Going Deeper:

1. As you explore the ministry fair and ministry opportunities ask yourself and God:
A. What has God clearly revealed to me about my abilities to serve?

B. What new ministries ideas intrigue me?

C. Is the Spirit of God leading me to explore any ministry possibilities?

2. How clear are you about the Spiritual Gifts God has given you?

3. How clear are you about how your personality best serves God?

4. How clear are you about major life experiences that have shaped how you serve?

5. How clear are you about your passions and serving? 

6. Is it time to take a fresh look at how you’re serving God?  Who will you make this journey with who can encourage you, pray for you and hold you accountable?

Matthew 7:7-8 
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