Following Jesus: The Kingdom of God

“The Parable of the Soils”

SCC  8.13.06  SRB

Mark 4:1-20

Video Clip#1: Narnia, Lucy wants to play hide and seek. Peter starts to count; the others run and hide. Lucy finds the wardrobe …enter Narnia … finds the lamp post and Mr. Tumnus and screams.  Question? Does another world exist?  Jesus said, Yes. The Kingdom of God, and like Narnia, what you believe about this other world makes all the difference about how you live in this everyday world you and I are so familiar with. 
READ Mark 4:1-20

1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge.
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    “‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,
    and ever hearing but never understanding;
    otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”
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13Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable? 
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1. Good Seed 

A. The Secret of the Kingdom of God

Mark 4:11 11He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you.
B. The Seed is God’s Word

Mark 4:14  14The farmer sows the word.
Luke 8:11 11“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 

C. God’s Word is Alive – It Gives LIFE.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2. Different Soil

A. Unreceptive Soil

Mark 4:15 15Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.
B. Shallow Soil

Mark 4:16-17 16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 
C. Thorn-Infested Soil

Get personal here.

Mark 4:18-19 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 
D. Good Soil

Mark 4:20 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”
3. Kingdom of God and the Word of God

Video Clip #2 – Narnia. The witch meets Aslan and claims Edmund as hers, all traitors blood is hers.  The witch and Aslan go alone into the tent. When they come out Aslan says she has renounced her claim on the Son of Adams blood. When she asks, “How will I know you’ll keep your word. Aslan roars and she is speechless. 

Luke 5:31-32 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”
4. Jesus, Make My Life Good Soil – Faithful, Fruitful, Fulfilled
Video Clip #3:at Scene#20: to 1:57:47 Narnia, Aslan, alive from the dead, breathes on Mr. Tumnus and he comes back to life. Then Aslan roars and the battle is won. Aslan proclaims: It is finished.  2:03:20. FREEZE THE PICTURE ON ASLAN.
Quiet Prayer
Going Deeper

1. What evidence do you have personally for another world/realm/kingdom?

a. From the Bible?

b. From others, who have shared their experience?

c. From your own personal experience?

2. Discuss the difference kinds of soil and struggles you relate to.

a. Unreceptive soil … I’ve not been open to Jesus words at these times …

b. Shallow soil … trouble and persecution have stolen my kingdom faith at times …
c. Thorn infested soil … wealth and my desires (see James 4:1-6) have choked my faith at times … 

d. Good soil … and there are times when I’ve gladly heard and put into practice Jesus’ words and ways …

3. At SCC we use the words, “Stand in Grace River” and we mean exactly the same as Jesus words, “The Kingdom of God has come upon you.”  What’s clear or not clear about the meaning of the words, Grace River?
4. If you were to live this week, all week, Standing in Grace River, and in the power that raised Jesus from the dead, how would your life be better?
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