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#9 Taking It* to the Streets (*Jesus)
What is Truth?

SCC  7.2.06  SRB
Song: Ancient Words

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father, Almighty

Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

And born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended into hell.

The Third Day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended to heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty

From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Catholic* church, 

The communion of saints, 

the resurrection of the body 

And the life everlasting.  Amen

Let me point out that the Apostle’s Creed is a body of truth, all of which is based on the truth of the Bible, which we also call God’s Word … the thought being that while it was written by human authors, God was inspiring each author in their historical context to communicate what God wanted us to know about Himself and about truth.  At the end of worship today you’ll hear a song by Rich Mullins where he offers this thought about these truths: “I believe what I believe; ‘cause it makes me what I am.  I did not make it; no, it is making me. It is the very truth of God, not the invention of any man.” 

This message is entitled, “What is Truth?”  Because I don’t intend to be overly philosophical in answer the question, I might give it a new title: What is truth to a follower of Jesus?  How does a follower of Jesus think about truth?  What is your idea of truth, as it relates to worldview.  In his book, Think Like Jesus, George Barna writes: “A biblical worldview is thinking like Jesus. It is a way of making our faith practical to every situation we face each day. A biblical worldview is a way of dealing with the world such that we act like Jesus twenty-four hours a day because we think like Jesus.”  Pg4 

I should also tell you that the outline in your program has changed considerably so don’t get too frustrated by the fact that I’m not following it too closely. 
What is Truth? Answer as it relates to a Biblical worldview…
1. How Jesus Thinks:
So let’s explore the question, “How did Jesus think about truth?”  
a. What Difference Does Truth make in our lives?

John 8:31-32 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 


Friday, I had a powerful conversation with Cheryl Holland. She’ll share her own story one of these days, but Cheryl, who suffered severe sexual abuse as a child, has done years of therapy AND Cheryl’s been surrounded by deep Christian friends like Nancy Palmer who loved her when Cheryl didn’t want to live anymore AND Cheryl’s husband Mike and daughter Rachel have hung in there with her through thick and thin AND Cheryl’s discovered not just the idea of God, she’s found God personally with her, all the time.  What I’m telling you is that Cheryl Holland has found the truth AND God’s truth has set her free; in spite of the conventional wisdom that says sexual abuse messes you up forever.  [pause]

I talked last week about how the Kingdom of God brings healing, often a process, and we’ve got a friend whose jumping up and down with joy in her new found freedom.

That’s what Jesus was talking about: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”Jesus does not think that just knowing the truth with your brain, cognitively, is enough to change anything.  But when you KNOW the truth with your whole being, so you can live the truth, God’s truth will set you free.  

b. One of Jesus most frequent statements is: “I tell you the truth …”
(Matthew 5:18, 26; 10:15, 42; Mark 3:28; 9:1; Luke 12:37, 44; John 3:3, 5, 11)

In Matthew 5 Jesus talks about reconciling quickly: 

Matthew tells us that Jesus teaching about truth grabbed people: 
Matthew 7:28-19 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”  

Truth that connects with reality and is workable to the average person has authority. Jesus was very good at giving truth that works.  Also note ….
c. Jesus trusted the Old Testament Scriptures as true. 

He repeatedly confronts the religious mucky-mucks, who thought they were the 

last word on the truth of the Old Testament. They are forever trying to trap Jesus in teaching the scriptures wrongly, and they never succeed.  Jesus, traps them, instead.  In … Mark 12:24 “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God?”  

Catch both of those statements, please.  The truth of the scriptures reveals the power of God, the power of the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom that is near, that is available to all who believe.  When Jesus, who is alive, by the way, is present, powerful things happen, that only God could do.  Truth changes everything. You see …
d. Jesus both speaks truth and lives truth.  

John 1:14, 17  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth…  17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”

Randy Alcorn says it this way: Jesus was 100% grace, 100% truth, 100% of the time.  I’m a disciple, a follower of Jesus. I lean more towards grace than truth and what that means is that I’m following Jesus to learn how to fully incorporate both truth and grace into Steve Brooks’ life. I’m not trying to balance them … some days be a little more truthful than graceful, some days the opposite. Jesus, the one I follow was full of both, all the time.  Without grace you can’t stand the truth of God, but without truth, grace is … powerless to change lives… and Jesus came to change our lives … “Change your life. The Kingdom of Heaven is here.” Mt 4:17 The Message
So I ask the question, what is truth?  Jesus answers it this way ….
e. Jesus calls us to Life … by Truth.

John 14: 6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”  

The words of Jesus are the way of Jesus. That’s the way, we, His followers, are learning.  Jesus came to give us life to the full.  Discover the way of Jesus and try it. It will set you free.  No one puts life together on the foundation of truth like Jesus … and that, friends, is why we take it to the streets.  People with alternate worldviews are missing this incredible Way and Truth and Life of Jesus.  Worldview.  How Jesus Thinks.  
But not everybody thinks like Jesus … watch this clip.  This is …
Video Clip: Lee Strobel talking about the Da Vinci Code at Willow Creek.

DVD- 4:00 to 6:21 [Da Vinci Code teaches: Jesus married, not Son of God, Bible is not from God. Our faith is false. 1:3 Canadians believe Jesus’ ancestors are walking around today. 53% of Americans who read the book said it helped their spiritual lives. Story of Muslim Man] 

Listen carefully. People don’t need to come to church to find God. God’s everywhere.   The reason we must “take Jesus to the streets” is for far too long we’ve been offering church as a substitute for an encounter with the living God and His powerful kingdom.  
SCC, don’t get uppity. After I preach next Sunday, I’m going to be gone for 4 weeks, and mark my words, attendance at SCC will drop.  Jesus, the King and His powerful Kingdom will be here every week I’m in Michigan.  But in the American church too many are coming to hear the Pastor, instead of meet Jesus, the One full of Grace and Truth.

So the world “out there” doesn’t see the truth IN us anymore. It’s not just about what we think; it’s about how what we think shapes who we ARE. And the Da Vinci Code confirms their suspicions … it’s all a religious plot … even though its fiction!!
2. Is the Bible True?
a. Da Vinci Code: Leigh Teabing talking with Sophie & Langdon: “The Bible is a product of man, by dear. Not of God. The Bible did not fall magically from the clouds. Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through countless translations, additions and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book.”  

I was visiting with an elder from another church while I was in Iowa a few weeks ago and he said to me, “The Bible was written thousands of years ago and it’s been translated so many times by different people, I just don’t know what I can believe or not.”   I could be very angry at whoever is responsible to disciple this man … but hear me well: religion is a poor substitute for a genuine, life changing, encounter with the Kingdom of God and it’s King, Jesus. 
b. Lee Strobel interview with Dr. Scot McKnight, North Park University, Chicago. (Exploring the Da Vinci Code, pages 46-47.
Lee Strobel interviews experts to help us think about the truth.  In “Exploring the Da Vinci Code he interviews Dr. Scot McKnight of North Park University in Chicago, who by the way, Erikka Treatch, Rick and Phyllis’ daughter, had as a prof last year. Let me risk reading a bit too much of their interview.  

Page 46: “You claimed earlier that …a presentation of Jesus as the Son of God.”

Page 48: “If the Gospels truly can be trusted …”Extemely challenging,” 

You can order copies of this book out at our book booth in the Atrium. Disciples, you’re going to have to “think” about your worldview to be sure it’s close to Jesus. So …
c. What’s your View of the Bible?
i.       The Bible has no relevance for me.
There are people who have rejected the Bible; but more often than not it’s someone who has never read it. 
ii. The Bible is a mixture of human truth and human error.
I want to read the life of Jesus with these people … because Jesus is very compelling. 
iii. It has wisdom, but that doesn’t mean its God’s Word.
iv. It’s inspired by God, but so are other books.
In a sense this is true. I hope my message today is inspired by God.  But the gold standard, for a follower of Jesus, is always the Bible itself.  
v. The Bible contains God’s truths, yet not everything in it is from God.
Challenge: As a follower of Jesus, when you’re facing the tough stuff in life, how willing and committed are you to ask, and find the answer to the question, what truth does the Bible teach me about my tough stuff?  
vi. The Bible – all of it, and only it – is God’s uniquely inspired Word through the words of the authors who wrote it.
I add the words “UNIQUELY INSPIRED”  Let’s take the stories of King David in 1st and 2nd Samuel.  It’s important that we understand the historical context of ancient Israel to understand what’s being told us.  It’s important that we ask the question, “what was the original intent of the author,” versus asking “what do I think he meant.”   “Uniquely inspired” means God is revealing things to us about Himself and about ourselves, truth you can count on.  
Note: all truth is God’s truth … but the Bible is still our gold standard for what’s true.  
3. So What Difference Does Truth make in our lives?
John 8:31-32 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

Matthew 7:24-25 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, and the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”  


The storms will come. Does anybody really question that? And when you are in the middle of the storm, truth really matters. It has everything to do with whether your house will still be standing at the end of the storm. 
Disciples, learning, growing, practicing Jesus’ Life, full of grace and truth.

4. Q & A with Dr. Larry Burtoft, elder at SCC and adjunct assistant professor Ethics and Theology for Denver and Fuller Seminaries.  
Larry and I agreed that we would be better served by not doing an interview here.  But here’s the question we were going to wrestle with.  “How does truth influence both who you are and what you do?”  How does what you believe to be true shape your character, the deep part of who you are, and your moral and ethical choices?’


This fourth of July weekend let me remind you of this truth: “The ultimate freedom we have as human beings is the power to select what we will allow or require our minds to dwell upon.”  Renovation of the Heart, by Dallas Willard, pg95 


Let’s take the Marriage Amendment Petition out in the Atrium.  We’re not telling you what to think … we are far more interested in helping you learn how to think.  Guess what, not everybody at SCC thinks the same about these things.  That’s ok. The question we’re posing is, how do you think about what’s true.  How would Jesus think about a marriage amendment? What does the Bible teach?  Not just part of the Bible, the whole Bible.  

Thinking … actively searching out what must be true, or cannot be true.  Our search includes the “larger picture” as we try to see what’s in front of us in light of all of truth and all of life.  We think about misleading ideas.  We think about what’s false and it’s a powerful gift of God to be able to think and test what’s really true.  

A follower of Jesus is careful about several things. One is pride and overconfidence in ideas simply because they are “my ideas.”  Frank Sinatra sang, “I DID IT MY WAY.”  Hopefully the followers of Jesus do NOT sing, “WE DID IT OUR WAY.”  Hopefully we sing, ‘WE DID IT JESUS’ WAY.” 


Second danger: simple ignorance.  Is it true that you don’t know what Jesus thinks because you’ve never studied the life of Jesus?  If we are to use our minds well we must live in constant openness to learning before we make judgments on serious matters, having looked into the facts of the case and carefully considered what Jesus thinks. 


Another elder came up to me in Iowa and said, “You seem so confident in what the Bible teaches.”  My response?  “I hold what I believe lightly so God can always deepen my understanding. But what the Bible teaches is not fuzzy. It IS fairly clear, especially the life of Jesus.” 


Third danger: allowing our desires to guide our thinking: especially our desire to prove we are right.  


Final danger: If we allow everything access to our mind we will be in constant turmoil or even bondage. If you choose to step off the roof, you can’t then choose not to hit the ground. The mind has cliffs … but you know that, don’t you. 

How you think about truth … is how you will live your life … and Jesus, knowing that … offers to show you the way, the truth and the life … and to set you free.


Lastly, this is about taking it to the streets.  Pam Bower wrote me about how they did that as a family on June 4…  how Emily and Kyra took Jesus to their neighborhood.  That Sunday, they set up a Kool-Aid and cookie stand underneath the big shade tree in our front yard.  They made big FREE signs with markers and taped them to the front of their stand.  They sat outside all afternoon offering free drinks and cookies to anyone who went by.  Unfortunately, not a lot of people wandered through the neighborhood that day, but they did get to talk to a few people and when one woman asked them why they were doing this, Emily rattled off the message you shared like a pro. I was very impressed by both the girls and how they didn't hesitate to share their faith.  

SCC, we exist, as a church to take Jesus to the world.  


I invite you now to join us at the communion table.  If you love Jesus and have committed yourself to follow Him, for the rest of your life … which is eternal, you are welcome at this table. I’m not asking you to partake if you don’t believe in Jesus.  Integrity, it turns out, is very important, so you have permission to not participate in this.  

I invite you, as we take the bread in silence, to think about what is truth and who is truth for you.  
Communion

· During the bread we want silence.

· During the cup: Song: Creed, by Rich Mullins - 5min. will be played. 
Going Deeper
1. Have you read or heard something, like the Da Vinci Code, where you struggled to know what was true and what was not true? eg. Evolution vs Intelligent design. 

2. Many believe that all truth is relative?  Do you agree or do you think some truth is absolute truth?

3. Discuss what you know about the historical reliability of the Bible?  

4. What do you do when you come across a part of the Bible that is hard to understand or that you don’t like?

5. How does a follower of Jesus keep growing in the truth?  

6. How does God’s truth help you weather storms? 

Matthew 7:24-25 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, and the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”  
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