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Taking Jesus to the Streets
Prayer: The Secret Blessing
SCC   6.25.06   SRB
	
	
	
	


Review: Why Worldview is Important

Matthew 4:17 …Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

What is the Kingdom of Heaven?  Jesus came from heaven where God reigns as King.  In heaven there is no sin … no evil … no sickness … no suffering.  In heaven grace abounds, truth is clear, there is harmony and justice and right living and it’s always a really good day.  So when Jesus says “the Kingdom of Heaven is near” what He is telling us is this … Jesus brings His world with him.  Jesus brings Heaven here.  All of the goodness and power of heaven is available to those who have faith, ears to hear and eyes to see what most people can’t see or hear.  The Kingdom of Heaven is here!  

Jesus, curiously, mainly described the kingdom in parables.  Here’s a parable from Steve.
The Secret Invasion


Suppose you saw soldiers in camouflage uniforms snaking through the foothills of Colorado Springs.  And planes flying overhead, only they didn’t look like planes from Peterson AFB or the AFA.  They had foreign ensignias on their wings.  You turn to channels 5/30 and Rob Quirk Lisa Lyden announce that some of our nations leaders were mysteriously assassinated today. You hear gunfire outside and sirens blaring everywhere. You might conclude that we are being invaded. Another nation – let’s call it a kingdom – is preparing to conquer our kingdom called the USA.

But what if the kingdom that is invading is a kingdom of a very different sort.? What if the invasion is one of kindness and compassion rather than force and aggression? What if sick people start getting well suddenly and inexplicably?  What if rumors spreak of stroms being calmed, insame people becoming sane again, hungry people being fed by the thousands, and … dead people coming back to life?  Couldn’this be the sign of a different kind of invasion – the coming of a different kind of kingdom?  


LISTEN AGAIN: 
Matthew 4:17 …Jesus began to preach, “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here!”

Be careful. I’m not talking about going to church. I’m not talking about religion. I’m especially not talking only about Western religion.  I’m teaching you about what Jesus taught … the Kingdom of God, the invasion of God into planet earth. Jesus brought His world with him.  
Prayer and Life / Salvation – SODZO

Turn with me to Luke chapter 11. Again, bring your Bible with you each week or pick one up at the Welcome Center if you need one. 

The Bible’s word for salvation is the greek word Sodzo. In Luke 8, at least in English translations this one word, Sodzo, is translated as “saved,” then as “cured from demon possession”, then as “healed.”  I’m not arguing with the translators. I’m show you the power of Jesus’ kingdom, the world that’s invading planet earth.  
1. Salvation is an Invasion of your Beliefs

Luke 8:11-12; 15

In Luke 8:1 we read, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  Then he begins a parable of the kingdom in verse 5.  5“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  Some of the seed fell on the path. Some fell on rock and some among thorns, but some fell on good soil.  

Jesus is teaching his followers what this mysterious invasion is like.  In fact in verse 10 he says, ““The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables,  Listen carefully.  Jesus speaks in parables because to engage the Kingdom you’ve got to use more than your mind. It takes your whole life to engage Jesus’ world. You have to connect to Him, Jesus. You have to think with your mind, but you have to think with your deep inner self. You have to allow God INSIDE.  Jesus explains: 
11“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 

Salvation is an invasion of your deepest self. Salvation is not simply praying a prayer in an emotional moment and making an emotional or a mental commitment. The devil can deal with superficial commitment easily. Salvation is a whole person deal.  Fast forward to verse 26.  
2. Salvation is an Invasion over Evil & the Devil
This is the story of Legion, a man possessed by demons.  Do I, a modern western educated man believe in demon possession. Yes.  Jesus dealt with them all the time.  I take evil seriously and evil gets very personal.  In this encounter Legion ran around naked and lived out in the tombs of dead people.  Jesus confronts the demons that make Legion both crazy and scary and sends them into a herd of pigs who stampede into a like and drown.  Evil is defeated, totally, irrevocably.  Verse 35…
Luke 8:35-36

When they[the people from the nearby village]  came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; [wow. Legion is sane again. He’s even dressed, again.] and they were afraid. [Friends, they are afraid because power that can make a crazy person well … that’s real power. What do you do with real power? You either submit to it, or your get rid of it.] 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured (SODZO).  

There’s our word for salvation again. It puts people in their right mind.  I work with Jerry Martin, a 40 something man who suffers greatly from mental illness. I don’t think it’s demon possession, but I want you to know that when Jerry gets to heaven he wont’ suffer anymore. Jerry can’t wait for that day.  The questions arises …and it’s a gutsy question… is the Kingdom of Heaven available to Jerry … now?  

The answer is, “YES.” But two thoughts: One, It’s a battle.  We, who know the power of God’s kingdom are called to battle against the powers of this dark, fallen, sinful world … not in our own strength, but in the power of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Second, it’s a process, more often than not.  God is the source of our power and we’re asking Him to do what only He can do, for us, for others we love, for this world which God loves.  He does it. We follow Him. Some people get that backwards and think God’s going to follow us … we try to figure out the mechanics of God’s power so we can USE IT WHENEVER WE WANT TO. God never gives us that much control. 
But God’s character is unchanging. You can trust that He is always loving, always good, always willing to give you gifts of grace from His Kingdom so you can live out of His power.

Legion is dressed and in his right mind.  Jerry will be someday.  But what about today?  Let’s discover the reality of God’s power. 

Note: Jesus Invades Evil, both personal and corporate.  

One last thought … Jesus doesn’t just “fix” personal evil … He intends to change corporate evil, or cultural evil, communities that have bought in to evil systems.  Apartheid in South Africa was an evil system that was “impossible” to change. And yet today it IS changing.  I’ve heard people say that there’s no way there will ever be peace in the middle east.  Humanly, speaking, I agree. But I can imagine Jesus smiling at such a statement and saying, “With man it is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.” 


Fast forward one more time.  Luke 8:40.  
3. Salvation is an Invasion for Your Healing & Wholeness
Jairus is a Jewish leader and his daughter is dying. He asks Jesus to heal her.  On the way to Jairus’ house a woman, whose been sick for years reaches out and touches Jesus cloak.  It’s fascinating to realize that she, not Jesus, determined the timing of her healing.  Jesus says to her in verse 48 …
Luke 8:48  Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

Someone comes from Jarius’ house to say … too late … she’s dead.  Verse 50
Luke 8:50  Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed (SODZO).”

Salvation is forgiveness … and being made whole, like Legion … and being healed.  And sure enough Jairus’ daughter is healed, or should I say raised back to life?  

My friends at Springs Community Church, are we playing church, or are we encountering the Kingdom of Heaven that is near to us.  Is Jesus’ world, invading your world?  Is Jesus’ Kingdom increasingly your worldview?  

How Grace Thinks: Steve Brooks’ facial palsy: “Steve, get your Theology of Healing from Jesus.” Tim Vink

I was in California in May with a number of Kingdom people and we were talking about healing. Since I have this facial palsy from acoustic neuroma surgery 4 years ago, I talked about the redemptive value of suffering. God’s taught me a lot about who He is through this surgery.  My brother, Tim Vink, asked me, “Steve, do you think you’ll have this palsy when you get to heaven someday.”  No.  “Then do you think you can ask Jesus, who brings His world with Him to heal you now, instead of waiting.”  
The honest answer is I’m entering a process of openness to see what God’s going to do. I believe in God’s power to heal and His desire to heal … but hear me clearly. It’s not just about my healing … it’s about my relationship with the King of Kings. God, what are you trying to teach me about Who You Are and about Your Kingdom power?  

What’s He trying to teach you, right now, given what you’re facing in your life?  
How Grace Thinks: I have been Saved (past); I am being Saved (present); I will be Saved (future).  

Jesus died on the cross, then He rose again for our salvation.  He won me to Himself in 1971.  I have been saved. Sodzo

I am being saved. He still working in me, and through me. I’m still discovering the full extent of His power to transform … His Kingdom is here.  How in tune am I with His will?  

I will be saved … one day … My salvation, and yours, will be complete … not only because Jesus takes me to heaven, but one day He will return and He will bring Heaven to earth and God will live with us, here, and everyone will know it.  


Salvation, past, present and future … wow!!

Steve: Recently I’ve been talking about the implications of all this with SCC’s House of Prayer Team. Harry Ness leads the team that includes Viola Goodson, Cheryl Metko and Marilyn Henne. We’ve had lively discussions together about these prayer themes, especially healing prayer. Marilyn Henne suggested to me that we have a special prayer session to pray for the healing of my facial palsy. This led to more questions about how we can actually apply Jesus’ “theology” of healing to our own lives. So I’ve asked Marilyn to join me in a Q&A about all this. Not all of you know this, but although Marilyn is a career missionary with Wycliffe Bible Translators, she has also been involved for nearly 25 years in various aspects of healing prayer.  Hi, Marilyn! Tell us how you got involved in praying for healing.

Marilyn: Hi Steve (and to congregation) and all of you out there! How did I get into healing prayer? This could be a long story! I’ll start with a shocking phone call that we received back in 1982. We have a daughter, not Alice, who at that time was a junior at Taylor University. She had fallen into a severe depression and wanted to commit suicide. David and I were stunned. Our daughter was a godly girl, close to the Lord, interested in missionary service. Now she wanted to end her life?

Steve: Sounds grim.

Marilyn: It was, believe me! Our daughter was hospitalized for 6 months and we began to discover what it meant to plead for her healing. The well-meaning Christian psychologist on the case told us that we shouldn’t expect him to deal with spiritual aspects of disease. “That’s something for the church, not me,” he said. We knew that Jesus prayed for people suffering from all kinds of diseases, even the demon-oppressed. A small group of friends gathered around us and we started together to learn to pray for healing.

Steve: And was she healed?

Marilyn: From her depression and suicidal thoughts, yes. But in the process she lost her faith in God as active in her life. It seemed to her that God hadn’t answered her prayers. And the psychiatric treatment paired with the counseling gave her the only relief she could feel. We rejoiced that our daughter could carry on her daily life but wondered why it had to be at the expense of her Christian commitment. We couldn’t accept that Jesus wanted an outcome like this.

Steve: So what happened?

Marilyn: I began reading every book in sight about healing. We attended some healing conferences and talked with pastors who actually prayed for people like our daughter, but she wasn’t ready for that. We and our friends, of course, prayed like mad anyway, because somehow we knew that God was faithful. We leaned hard on all the acts of God and promises in the Bible. But our daughter took off in another life direction. 
Steve: So if you walked through that bad experience, why would you still be interested in praying for healing? 

Marilyn: Well, we discovered that God was close to us in spite of the agony of our daughter’s experience. The Holy Spirit kept urging us to keep praying not only for our daughter but for other sick people, all kinds of sick people. We were in Guatemala at the time, and many of our colleagues joined us. We prayed for a man who had been cursed by a shaman. We prayed for another with colitis. We prayed for a colleague who had been traumatized by the guerillas in the civil war. Jesus lifted the effects of the trauma and restored her peace. We saw several people who experienced healing of their backs. We noticed that the Mayan people in Guatemala just naturally turned to God first for healing and sought medical help afterwards. Their worldview included God’s supernatural intervention in daily life, but they didn’t reject modern medicine. In fact, they looked on the visiting ENT specialist from the USA as God’s direct angel for their children when he repaired cleft pallets. I realized that usually I looked for the Tylenol bottle first, or made a doctor’s appointment before I even thought of praying. I began to change.

Steve: But your experience with praying for your daughter must have dampened your faith, didn’t it. 

Marilyn: Well, I certainly didn’t understand why God hadn’t intervened miraculously. But the Holy Spirit assured David and me that we didn’t need to be big faith healers in order to experience His power. After all, the Bible says that we only need faith the size of a little mustard seed! That’s not very big. And remember that father whose son had seizures and was always injuring himself?

Steve: Yeah, right, what about him?

Marilyn: When Jesus told him to exert his faith, to believe, the father said, “I believe, help my unbelief.” Jesus healed the boy. Lots of times, I don’t have very much faith, so I just call out the same thing, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.”

Steve: Tell us an experience where you saw God heal someone.

Marilyn: In 1993 after we had moved from Guatemala to Dallas, David was working in the Bible translation department of Wycliffe and I was the communications director. One of the women on my staff, an excellent writer and editor, came to me one day and said she was depressed and had been seeing a counselor for 5 years. She wanted to explain why she wasn’t very upbeat or fun to be around. After we talked, I suggested to her that she try prayer for healing. Her response was that she had tried everything else, so why not try God. Although she was a good Christian and had even been a missionary, she hadn’t thought about turning directly to God and asking for relief from her depression. We prayed together over a period of four years.

Steve: And she was healed?

Marilyn: Yes, she was. It was a process. The Holy Spirit revealed to her obstacles to her healing that she hadn’t even known about before. There were childhood issues with her father, identity problems, anger and resentment, unforgiveness. Her counseling experience had majored more on modifying her present behavior, but she found that she didn’t have the power or motivation to change until God healed the old wounds of her heart and released in her the ability to change. In the process, this woman found that her relationship to Jesus blossomed and deepened. In her experience, she actually saw Jesus in her mind’s eye as He gently led her and restored her womanhood. 

Steve: That reminds me of how Isaiah prophesied that by His wounds we are healed and that he would “…bind up the brokenhearted.”

Marilyn: Yes, and Isaiah also talked about “…freedom for the captives, release from darkness…comfort for all who mourn…a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair…”  The SCC ladies in the Beth Moore Bible study remember those verses, don’t you? (looks to congregation)

Steve: And these were the very things Jesus was anointed to do. We have the record in the 4th chapter of Luke. Then throughout the gospels we see Him carrying out this kind of ministry of mercy and healing. But as I think of myself and my facial palsy, I wonder if it’s always God’s will to heal. I’ve preached to myself that I should be content to learn something from God in my disability.

Marilyn: Yes, certainly we learn from God in traumas, illness, tragedies, if we are willing to. The way I look at it though, is that God’s will for us is wholeness, wholeness of body, soul and spirit. We know that for sure from the Bible. You talked about it when you explained about the Greek word sodzo and gave the examples. We are saved/healed from sin, from the devil’s evil plots, from the wounds of our hearts and minds, even in our bodies. God’s whole redemptive plan is one of healing and restoration. So I think it’s God’s will to heal.

Steve: And God doesn’t inflict suffering on us so that we’ll learn something. We live in an evil-infested world where Satan is at work. We have been invaded by evil, but the Kindgdom of God has launched a counter invasion. We’ve joined the counter invasion and His power is available to us who believe and follow Jesus. 

Marilyn: I think there are many questions and wonderings about God healing and saving us. It is so often a process. It’s not usually like waiting a moment or two for an order at MacDonald’s. But God does heal, sometimes immediately, sometimes over a long period. He’s asking us to trust Him over the long or short haul. David and I are still trusting God for our daughter, and it’s still a long haul. But He’s given us many encouragements on the way. 

Steve: When you come down to it, it’s not so much a matter of asking all the questions we can think of about prayer and healing, but rather just doing it.

Marilyn: Yes, one of my favorite quotes is from John Wimber. He said, “It’s our responsibility to pray, it’s God’s to heal.” That encourages me because I can pray, I can yell out “help” to God. I don’t have to try to make it happen or manipulate or rant and rave. I can use all the resources God gives me through medicine and doctors, through counselors, through the family of God. But in the end it is God’s responsibility to heal.

Steve: And the timing is in His sovereign hands. I’d encourage all of you to explore the healing power of God for yourself and for your friends and family. Tonight at 5 pm here in this room, we begin a series of monthly meetings for
healing prayer. Join others who want to draw closer to God and seek Him for healing.
	
	
	
	


Note: we also have SCC Prayer Teams available in the worship center for people who’d like more private prayer.  
Q 1: Does Faith in God’s power to heal mean we shouldn’t go to doctors?

A 1: No, Doctors, psychologists, pharmacists, all are gifts from God.  Only in 

the modern western world do we compartmentalize these “specialties”.  Question: do we mainly trust doctors and only trust God when that doesn’t work?  Can we pursue trusting both simultaneously? 
Q 2: How much Faith is required for God to heal?


A 2: Wimber: Our responsibility is to pray. God’s responsibility is to heal. 
Q 3: Is it Always God’s Will to Heal?


A 3: Jesus always healed, but no one else can make that claim.  Still the Bible 


indicates that God’s Salvation is working out victory over sin, evil and disease. 
Isaiah 53:4-5 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows…
5    But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
    the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
Important: God’s goal is not simply your healing … it’s your relationship to Him, through Jesus, who offers the gift of total salvation as a total experience. 

Q 4: Why Doesn’t God Heal some people?


A 4: First, lets’ go back to the “invasion” analogy.  This isn’t heaven, yet.  But God’s invasion of the Kingdom of Heaven is available to those who believe and follow Jesus.  Again your relationship to Jesus is all important.

Second, we are battling against the kingdom of this world for people’s healing. It’s a process, more often than not.  


Third: God heals some immediately; others experience a measure of healing, all Jesus’ followers will be healed when they get to heaven.

Q 5: What other issues affect healing?  eg. Sin, forgiveness, anger, resentment, etc.

Q 6: How does the redemptive value of suffering “fit” a Christian worldview? 

A 6: God will use our suffering, like He used Jesus, both to shape our character and to help us witness to his love for us, but God is not the author of our suffering or the junk in our lives. 
Next Week, July 2: Taking Jesus to the Streets – What is Truth?  
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