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Father’s Day: The Challenge to Follow Jesus

SCC 6.18.06  SRB

Taking It To the Streets – A Blessing Story from Sheryl Simmons. 
…  My weekend of blessings took place at the AFA soccer fields.  "My" plan was to coordinate providing help to the soccer club coordinator with people from the church (10-12) as Field Marshalls and Runners.  I also wanted to provide a shade tent and water bottle distribution to tired, thirsty players and spectators.  God's plan was different (no surprise there!)

SCC supported the club with 6 adults and we scrapped the water/tent idea.  But God, as always, provided.  Mike Eschler's company was there - with water.  I spent the weekend driving a golf cart (something I'd never done

before) transporting referees to and from games scattered around the event.  

Interpersed in these jogs, I was given my assignment from God - pray for the children I observed from my perch in my cart; assist older grandparents to and from their cars because walking was difficult; talking and praying for a coach having a medical issue.

God made it very clear to me through this weekend that blessing others is easy. It takes little effort and can be applied everyday in every encounter we have with others.  We just need to be open and choose to do it. Sheryl

Review: Questions

1. Is Purgatory the same as the intermediate heaven?

Rick Treatch taught last week about the intermediate heaven… you can catch that on our website. The intermediate heaven is where our loved ones who have died are in right now, where they are conscious and there’s considerable evidence they have a physical form.  
Some of you grew up in traditions that speak of purgatory. Purgatory is supposedly a place where people go when they die if they’re not perfect … it’s a place they go to work out their sin problems, get perfected so then God can take them to heaven.  The problem with purgatory is it implies that we have to work our way – get perfect – in order to get into heaven. But Jesus offers forgiveness and salvation as a gift, not as a response to our getting good enough to deserve it. Ephesians 2:8-9  “8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
A biblical worldview is based on the Bible.  The concept of purgatory is found in an obscure text in the Apocrypha, the books written between the old and new testaments. It’s not in the Old or New Testaments themselves.  So the answer to the question is NO, purgatory is not that same as the intermediate heaven. Purgatory, in my opinion, does not exist.  The intermediate heaven is the gift God gives to those who believe in Jesus and die in Jesus.  
2. If our God is everywhere how can Hell not be in his presence?

It would be a mistake to think that our all knowing God doesn’t know what’s going on in Hell … He does. But Hell is separation from God, a boundary line God has established.  God what can be everywhere, can also establish a place he never goes.  People who refuse to accept Jesus, in this life, choosing instead to live life on their own, get just that, life on their own, separated from God, forever.  

Jesus in Matthew 25:41 says, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  Again, does God know you’re there? Of course He does.  Are people in hell aware of God? No.  Teresa of Avila said, “Wherever God is, there is Heaven.”  The corollary is obvious: wherever God is not, there is hell.  Paul writes: 2 Thessalonians 1:9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power …
#1 – Primary Challenge – The Challenge to Follow Christ 

Today, Father’s Day, I’d like to talk about how men follow Jesus.  I remember Stets, my wrestling coach in high school, talking about how Jesus and his disciples walked everywhere they went. They would have been in excellent shape, muscular, each one a man’s man, not the rather effeminate pictures we so often see in paintings. 

When Jesus threw the money changers out of the temple, because he was furious that they had turned God’s house into a rip off joint, didn’t need help. He threw them out alone… physically. 


We read how the disciples sometimes fished all night.  It’s one thing to fish all day, but all night?  These were men.  


How many of you saw the movie, The Passion of the Christ?  Jesus suffering … was horrible, but it was also manly.  Men love risk and reward. Men love accomplishment and heroic sacrifice, action and adventure.  And that’s exactly what Jesus is calling all of us to … and incredible adventure.  I remind you that almost all of the 12 were martyred for their faith … a tough way to die.  

Listen to this description of a guy we call John the Baptist.
Mark 1:4-8 NIV

4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

He wore the clothes of an outdoorsman … camel hair, a leather belt. He ate insects and not just honey, “wild honey”.  But the most important part is what John says about Jesus…  “After me will come one more powerful than I.”  Power.  Men respect power.  

I’m not talking about a male dominance. I’m not suggesting we go back to the “submit to me, woman” kind of Christianity in which men are kings and women are pawns.  That’s not biblical Christianity; that’s not the life Jesus had in mind for us; it doesn’t create mature men.  I am however talking about following Jesus in a way that is very much about the power of God.  That’s what John was talking about. Jesus was coming with power … and nothing John said or did could touch the power Jesus was bringing.  And John respected God’s power.  

 There’s a Promise Keepers even coming to Followship Bible Church this Friday evening, 7 to 9pm, and the headline reads: YOU’RE INVITED TO BE POWEREDUP. It’s a preview of the PK event August 25-26.  
Mark 1:19-20 NIV

19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 

It’s interesting that Jesus called men who were men. James and John, who along with Peter, were Jesus’ closest friends, were nicknamed the “Sons of Thunder.”  Mark 3:16 16These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter or The Rock); 

Listen to this song by the country group that our men’s ministry connects with: 
Song:  This One Belongs to Me by Sons and Brothers – CD with Video Montage of SCC kids

#2 – Fatherhood Challenge 


When I was growing up, on Sunday’s mom went to church and dad raced our sail boat. More often than not, I went racing with dad.  I remember dad saying that in business he sat in meetings all week long and often church felt like another meeting. It wasn’t touching him where it matters most.  Years later he and mom started a house church that met out at the beach … and the honesty of that group changed dad’s life.  He wasn’t against God. He just didn’t want to be bored to death.  

Yet, out on the sailboat we’d talk about things that matter.  Same when we went fishing together. I remember hunting deer with my dad and walking through the Michigan woods we found a deer someone else had shot but obviously they didn’t know they’d shot it.  Dad looked at me, winked, put his finger to his lips. Shot his 30-0-6 and yelled, “We got one!!”  It was our secret … our joke.  My dad was big in my life. Still is. 


I also remember, that right after my wife Kathie was killed in a car accident he stood in front of the church in Omaha and said, “You all know what it is for a son to stand in the shadow of his father. Well today, I feel like I’m standing in the shadow of my son.”  Wow. Dad said that about me!  Wow! 

The challenge of fatherhood is to be a model of a life that’s real … real in human terms and real in spiritual terms.  Guys, God’s not asking you to pretend your life is better than it really is … but He is asking you to put Him and His power at the center of your life.  It’s what Paul was talking about in …

2 Corinthians 4:7-10 NLT




Troubles: Godly men don’t run from trouble they take it on.  Who better to tackle trouble than a godly man?  Bret Dalton communted to Washington DC for the better part of a year helping the organization that’s heading up the federal marriage initiative sort through their troubles.  With God’s power at work in us, it may get tough but it doesn’t crush us.  

Perplexed: No, we don’t have all the answers, but neither do we give up and quit just because things are perplexing.  Steve Bigari has just sold all of his McDonald’s stores because he believes God’s calling him to give full time commitment to America’s Family, helping the working poor nation wide.  He hasn’t got all the answers yet … but He’s following the One who does…powerful answers.


Hunted down, knocked down: If you’re in the military you know about hunting down people and getting knocked down.  But all of us do, when you think about it.  Life knocks you down … and then with God’s power, we get up and keep going … with God’s power, God’s grace, which like an ever flowing River is always available to keep going.  I watched one of my brothers get knocked down in court by a judge that seemed clueless … and get back up anyway, trusting God more than the judge.  Following Jesus is about learning how His power works IN us and through us. We get Powered Up so we can get up.  

Suffering: I don’t know anyone who is exempt from suffering, but the Kingdom of God, the River of Grace is always here.  So the life of Jesus can be seen in us. Life is a test … or as this video clip calls it … the Test of All Tests.  

Video Clip – “Young Guns” – “Test of all Tests” Billy calls Doc's idea of running to Old Mexico the test of all tests because he thinks it's an impossible task to get past everyone on the look out for them down along the US-Mexican border.

“You’re going to fail the test.” “What test?”  “You have to test yourself every day, gentlemen. Once you stop testing yourself you get slow. And when that happens they kill ya.” 

Every day is a test.  Getting powered up is about staying powered up. Learning to live not my MY power, but by God’s power.  Our biblical worldview tells us that the tests come from within ourselves ‘cause I can be strong but I can also be weak.  The tests come from the world … cause life is hard. And the tests come from our enemy, Satan, who is a liar and whose #1 strategy is discouragement.  Anybody here discouraged, today?  Could it be The Test of all tests?


We’re going to have a fun test right now.  

Bean Bag Competition – volunteers from the congregation to come forward and have a little friendly competition.  
Men have this natural competition gene within them –  God’s challenge to all of us is that we need to use our natural competition against Satan, against the evil in this world, against the tendency to turn selfish.  God has a purpose for every man’s life, for ever woman’s life, for ever kids life.  And the devil wants you to miss God’ purpose. It’s a test.  
#3 – Summary of Men’s Challenge - following Christ. 

 I’ve asked Ken Broeren to share his story with you. Join me in welcoming Ken.
Ken shares story about his dream for a fishing magazine … and the test it’s become …and how he’s following Jesus in the test.  

GRACE RIVER STORY: KEN BROEREN

Ken’s living powered up … God’s power. Listen to Paul…
1 Corinthians 2:4 NIV

4My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 

And how does a man get powered up?  By figuring out what God wants you to do and then daily, asking God for the power to do it.  It takes a man’s man to realize where his ability and power end and where God’s begins. It takes an honest, humble man to ask God for God’s power to do what only God can do.  

I was telling a group of our new members the other day that God’s been talking to me about His power lately.  God’s leading Steve Brooks to re-read the gospels with a open mind and heart to see how the power of God really works.  Get the old Steve glasses off and put on glasses of faith.  Jesus came full of power. But he also trained his followers to live in that power … and I’ve got all kinds of rationalizations about what that power is really about.  


As I learn more about God’s power, I promise you, I’ll share all I’m learning with you.  My friends, men and women, let’s not play at religion. Let’s live lives that are a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.   Listen to this song and then we’ll pray. 

Song:  “Creed” by Third Day - Video

