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SCC’s Future: Listening to & Following Jesus
SCC   5.20.07   SRB

READ Ephesians 4:11-16 NIV - SRB

11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Verse 15 says, . 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  

Jesus Christ is the head of the church. Now let me be clear, Jesus only has one church.  All of these denominations and different ways of doing church are nothing to him.  His church is made up of people who love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength and flowing out of that relationship with God people who love their neighbor, especially the neighbor who is quite different from themselves.  

When I am with Jim Singleton, pastor of first Presbyterian church, or Kelly Williams, pastor Vanguard a southern Baptist church, or Prakash Khetia, pastor of Shanti Dham Church in Tanzania, a mission to Hindus in a Muslim country, we all know we serve one Lord, and one church. 

But it's also clear that Jesus is the head of Springs Community Church. We are a part of that one global church.  And our number one goal is to follow Jesus, the head of his church.  There is no higher purpose for us as a church.

In the spirit of the first part of verse 15, today I intend to speak the truth to you in love about the future of Springs community church.  I believe I can stand up here and sincerely tell you that I love you. And it's all done that love, for both God and you, that I speak
1. Steve Brooks Perspective on SCC’s Future
a. My Health

Most as you are aware that I have ALS, also called Lou Gherigg’s Disease. Since last year I have been experiencing an atrophying or wasting away of my muscles. Yes, this skinny guy is losing weight; trust me, you don’t want my weight loss program.  Linda and I believe in God's power to heal miraculously, and using doctors. We have been aggressive both medically and spiritually. 

Just three weeks ago, Vada Reilly was miraculously healed, and she was prayed over right here. I have no doubt God wanted me, the pastor, to see his healing power, before he heals me. At the same time, Friday afternoon, I gather call from a doctor, who is no longer taking new patients, and yet God orchestrated connections so that he agreed to see me as the new patient.

Where Linda and I are in this whole process is asking God to give us His gift of patience as we wait for his timing and method for healing. Yes, there are hard moments, but overall God has been very faithful to deepen our faith and confidence in him.
b.  My Calling to Serve Jesus
I knew within weeks of commanding my life to Jesus is back in 1971, that he was calling me to serve him with my life.  Verse 12 says, 12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 

Serving … I mean loving like Jesus loved, opening up your hands and giving yourself to others, serving is what God does in us and thru us.    

And it’s as we serve, praying God, use me to love others, that we are:

1 built up,  everything we do is to build one another up, as followers of Jesus.  In the American church we have a tendency to evaluate the things we like and don't like.  But what if we ask God to question, "Lord, how are you trying to build me up today?"
Small groups, which I'm constantly urging you to join are designed to build you up as you follow Jesus.  Same with children's ministry, youth Ministry ... friends, the goal of these ministries is not to provide services or programs you can pick and choose from.  The goal is to build up disciples, followers who know how to follow Jesus.
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith
2. Unity in the faith - earlier in the this chapter.  Paul says this: 2Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  Ephesians 4:2-6
Unity is not uniformity.  We're not trying to make you all cookie cutters of one another.  But there he is only one Jesus we follow.  Jesus’ teaching is clear in this book.  That's why we are students of the book, especially Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  When the great commission says make disciples, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, the word everything made to everything taught here in the Bible.
3. Knowledge of Jesus, the Son of God
I have a serious concern with our entertainment culture in America.  People come to church and leave saying, "I liked that, or that felt good today." But week after week, in fact, what were doing is teaching you how to follow Jesus, the everything he commanded you stuff so that you can know Jesus the son of God and live his life fully. 


I hold in my hands a pledge some of us made three summers ago to practice Jesus way of conflict resolution, called the peacemaker pledge.  Some of you have learned how to do conflict Jesus way.  But I can't tell you how many people have come up to me and said, "whatever happened to peacemaking?"  I think what happened is some of us to put this into practice in our daily lives, because conflict happens in our daily lives, and we want to do it like Jesus, and others of us, coming out of our entertainment culture, three summers ago heard a good series of messages on peacemaking, but nothing changed.


It so it is.  When we were learning, last spring, to be a blessing to our community.  And last year as we were learning how to live in the flow of the Holy Spirit.  And earlier this winter as I was teaching you how to live a relationship with the father, the son, and the Holy Spirit. (Only I confess to you that I preached the sermon about the Holy Spirit and my zipper was down, so I understand why not many got that message.)
4. grow to become mature, like Jesus, in full measure.
Listen carefully again to the words of Paul: . 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

As we, your leaders listen to God, it is very clear to us that we are growing disciples, people who are hurting to follow Jesus daily, not playing the entertainment game.  And I'm telling you, do you from my own heart.  This is why I serve Jesus.

c. My Calling to Serve SCC.
As Linda and I and the leaders of SCC have been listening to God since the onset of my ALS it has become clear to us that this is a time for Springs community church to seek a new senior pastor, who will assume the my position as lead pastor. While I and my family continue to trust God for his healing, it is clear to both Linda and me and the leaders at SCC that God is calling me to leave the role as your Senior Pastor.


Linda and I intend to live here in Colorado Springs and are deeply committed to our long term relationships with all of you.  I will be available to help a new senior pastor in any way that, together, we deem appropriate.  But clearly God is calling me to a new chapter of ministry.
d. The Senior (lead) Pastor Search Process


We have formed a Senior Pastor Search Team that includes: Ron Gray, team leader, Rick Treatch, assistant team leader, Sheryl Simons for our board (Consistory), Bret Dalton who brings considerable experience in the field of Christian recruitment, Bruce Bugbee, Regional Executive of Synod of the Far west and myself, Steve Brooks. 

Let me invite the search team to join me up here on the platform.

Konrad, see if you can get Bruce Bugbees picture on powerpoint from this web page: http://207.200.19.180/cgi-bin/gx.cgi/AppLogic+FTContentServer?pagename=FaithHighway/10000/3000/632RC/staff1

The clear goal of this team is to identify the person God has been preparing to be the next Senior Pastor of Springs Community Church. This will be a leader who loves the Lord, with a proven ‘Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)’ track record, who is a visionary and a great fit for our church. 


This process may take six months or more, and I want to assure you I will be here as your pastor and Shepherd during this important transition.  But God has made his call to me quite clear to hand off this role as lead pastor to the person he is calling.

I will send you all a letter tomorrow explaining all of this in case this is hard for you to hear.  We will send a letter to all affiliated with our church.

I've asked Sheryl and Bret to make some comments. 
5. Sheryl Simons & Bret Dalton on SCC’s Search process

a. Town Hall Meetings @ SCC, Sunday, June 3 at 5pm; Monday, June 4 7pm 
Pastor Steve is always talking to us about Grace River.  Inviting us into the current to experience God's faithfulness and interact with the living water. The river's path remains the same but the rate at which the it flows changes with every season. This change will be huge for us.  God knows how BIG this change will be inside AND outside the walls of this church.   He has been preparing us for this change and is now asking us to trust Him as we stand together in Grace River. God has been preparing someone specifically for SCC.  He knows who'll be up here, leading us in the near future.  As a member of the search team and Consistory I realize the important responsibility at hand -  recognizing and selecting that individual groomed by God himself.  I am honored to serve this congregation with Ron Gray, Rick Treatch, Bruce Bugbee, Bret Dalton and Pastor Steve. 
As we begin this search, it is vital that you are involved.  We have  scheduled Town Hall meetings to receive your comments and insights.  More about that later, Bret would like to share some information about our search process.  
<Bret's information>
We invite you to attend either Sunday, June 3rd at 5pm or Monday, June 4th  at 6:30 pm to talk with Consistory and Staff about this new season Standing in Grace River.
SRB: I realize that announcing this creates all kinds of reactions.  Your elders and deacons and staff are willing to listen and help you process this, openly and honestly.  You may contact us through our website www.springscommunitychurch.org or by calling the office at 590-1705.

b. Listening to God and One Another

Prayer is huge in this process, both listening to God and seeking His will. 

Please join us in praying daily for God’s will to be done both in the search process and in all we do at SCC. God intends this to be a time where we are listening to His voice, united in love, and filled with faith as we follow Him. I boldly ask you to trust your leaders.  I promise, we will communicate with you frequently, as well as listen to your sense of what God might be saying to us. Again, please feel free to communicate with your leaders.
We have taught you that prayer is not only talking to God, it is listening to God.

Listen again to God’s word speak to us.
Ephesians 4:10-16 The Message -SRB
He handed out gifts above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, 11filled earth with his gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher 12to train Christians in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church, 13until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.
14No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark for impostors. 15God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. 16He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.
6. Why We Stand in Grace River

Sheryl already said it, but we stand in grace River, because God has all the gifts.  We need to go through this season together. If ever there was a time to unite by looking to Jesus.  This is it.  If ever there was a time to trust God and his grace to be sufficient for all we will need.  This is it.  If ever there was a time to trust your leaders.  This is it.

In just a moment.  I'm going to open it up for questions and answers, and the spirit of the town hall meetings, we will have June 3 and 4. But first, let me offer you my life verse, which is so very relevant to the place we are all standing together:

Ephesians 3:20-21 - SRB
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Question & Answer Time with Congregation - Steve, Sheryl, Bret & Search Team
Prayer Together 
Going Deeper

1. What does it mean that Jesus is the “Head of the Church?”

2. How do you follow Jesus? How does an entire church?

3. What does it mean to trust our leaders? Why is this sometimes hard to do? Why is it important to do?
4. Read Romans 13:1-5 and discuss submitting to authority.

5. If God is truly sovereign, in control, what does it mean for SCC to trust Him in a time of seeking a new Senior Pastor?

6. Pray togethetr!!

