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Taking It To the Streets: #1 Think Like Jesus

SCC  5.7.06  SRB

Honor No Strings Attached
Prayer teams available
Introduction to Series: [The Da Vinci Code, and Lee Strobels]
On Friday, May 19, the Da Vinci Code comes out as a movie.  So two weeks from now, imagine you’re at work or school drinking coffee and a friend starts talking about the movie and how he never knew that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene.  Here are your response options:

A. You could respond: “That’s the stupidest idea I’ve ever heard. Jesus wasn’t married to Magdalene or anyone else.”  And when they ask how you know that and you say The Bible says so … they’ll attack the Bible, for which the movie has given them some ammunition, also.

B. You could say nothing. You don’t like confrontation, so you avoid the chance to engage them in what they think; because honestly you’re not sure what you think either, or at least you’re not sure how to put what you think into words. 

C. You engage, responding with, “Jesus was married. Why do you think that?” They’ll tell you that the movie said so, and the book, too.  In fact on page 1 of the Da Vinci Code is says: “All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate.” To which you respond. “That’s interesting. It makes me wonder, “how do we know what’s really true and what isn’t?”  
Lee Strobel is a follower of Jesus who, rather than just give his own opinion, interviews experts on controversial subjects.  Dr. Paul Maier is a wiry, feisty professor of ancient history at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, MI.  In this little book called “Exploring the Da Vinci Code” Strobel and Garry Poole asked Dr. Maier about the historical accuracy of Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code. As they discuss it, Maier finally says, “Actually, I am far more furious at The Da Vinci Code as a professor of ancient history than I am as a Christian. The church has been attacked for 2000 years now. Well, what’s new? But I cannot stand it when universally accepted facts of the past are falsified. This I cannot take… If a student of mine had written something like this,” he declared, “I would flunk him!” 

Now, let me be honest. I haven’t proven anything about the truth or falsehood of the Da Vinci Code … yet.  I’ve given you some people’s opinions. So the fundamental questions still stands, “How do we know what’s really true and what isn’t? James Sire, put the question like this: WHY SHOULD ANYONE BELIEVE ANYTHING AT ALL? 

This is a new series called Taking It To the Streets.  You’ll see in your program a listing of the series, which you can also get on line.  I want to equip and empower you to know what you think, well enough, to be able to engage in spiritual conversations with people on the streets, or at Starbucks or at school.  Let me start with this question …

How did Jesus Think?  

George Barna, wrote a book called THINK LIKE JESUS. Barna is a researcher and he says most Christians DON’T think like Jesus. I quote: “Among all born-again adults about one quarter make their moral and ethical choices on the basis of the Bible. One out of five base their choices on whatever feels right. One out of twelve rely on what parents taught in terms of values and principles. Another one out of ten born-again adults do whatever will minimize the conflict, while lesser proportions of the group trust various other approaches. 

In other words, they don’t think like Jesus.  So how did Jesus think? 

1st: 
He knew the Old Testament Scriptures.

Luke tells us that when he was only 12 years old Mary and Joseph took the young Jesus to Jerusalem.  How many of you have ever lost one of your kids on a trip. We briefly lost Ben one time in an airport.  Most of you can remember being lost and the fear runs deep.  


Well, Mary and Joseph lost Jesus FOR THREE DAYS.  Luke tells us …
Luke 2:46-47,49 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers…When Joseph questions him Jesus answers, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell us how Jesus quoted the Old Testament Scriptures all the time. He Knew God’s word. So one answer is that Jesus thinking was deeply influenced by what we this book, which we sometimes refer to as God’s revealed Truth. 


One of the things we will examine in the weeks ahead is, how do we know what’s true in the Bible?  Can you rely on the Bible?  You’ll meet lots of people on the streets who think the Bible is full of contradictions and that this is nothing but a man made book.  Is it? 


How did Jesus think? 

2nd:
God’s Will was His Will

And how did Jesus KNOW God’s will? He spent one on one time with His Father.  Mark tells us Jesus got up early, before the rest of the guys woke up … to pray … to be close to Abba and find out what His Father wanted Him to do. Not that there was an instruction list … that’s not how it works. When you’re close to God, close to His word, close to His people, God’s will becomes increasingly clear … and then close to God you can decide to respond … call it loving God or call it obedience … it’s what you DO that counts. 
John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.  It’s how Jesus thought.

3rd: 
His Mental, Emotional, Spiritual Filter was God’s Kingdom
Jesus made very different decisions than the norm because He filtered information through a different mental, emotional and spiritual grid.  He comes up to a group of Pharisees about to stone to death a woman whose been caught in adultery. She’s a human being to Jesus. Broken, to be sure, but still precious to Abba Father. First, Jesus confronts the men who are treating as only an object for their legalism. Then He reassures her that God does NOT condemn her. Then He invites her to leave her life of sin. The order is important. Grace is given BEFORE the rags [look at the cross] are removed. 
     Jesus’ filter for anger was different, too: 

Matthew 5:21-22 

Grace first, from the King who rules over the universe and over me … then a whole new way of living.  Jesus also…

4th: 
He lived by Faith. Listen carefully.  To Christians who know what’s right but fail to DO what they know is right, Jesus demonstrates that how He thinks must be backed up by action.  George Barna, in THINK LIKE JESUS, says …
“Jesus demonstrates that a genuine biblical worldview must be backed up by action.” George Barna, Think Like Jesus, pg8

This series, Taking It to the Streets is going to explore the concept of worldview.  
What is Worldview:

“A Biblical Worldview is a means of experiencing, interpreting, and responding to reality in light of biblical perspective…so that every choice we make may be consistent with God’s principles and commands.” 
George Barna, Think Like Jesus, pg.6

In essence, this tells us that three out of four born-again Christians overlook the Bible as their shaping worldview influence.”

[put on old glasses]  The problem with these glasses is my eyesight has changed and they don’t give me a clear picture of reality. It’s fuzzy at best. [put sunglass over glasses] I can mix my worldviews up so that things are more distorted, less clear.  I could teach you about Deism, Nihilism, Existentialism, Pantheism, etc. but I don’t want this to get too heady too quick, so let me illustrate with some more down to earth worldviews.


So what are some of the …
Other Worldviews include:
a. Materialism – The One with the Most Toys Wins.
Linda and I live in a 5000 square foot house and the kids are grown and gone.  And I’m the guy who drives the Audi TT sports car.  Is it too much?  I need to check my heart and my toys to make sure they’re not controlling my life. Yes, we use our house for ministry, a lot. And yes, it’s fun to let others use the TT.  But Jesus clearly said,  Luke 12:15 a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  
b. Narcissism – I’ve got to think of me first.  
You’re dating someone. Here’s the critical question you’ve got to ask. Is this a man or woman who is dating me to get their own needs met? Or does God meet their needs, so that they can give themselves away … not just to me … but, in Jesus name, for others.  
Matthew 16:25NLT  

Married people, are your frustrated that your needs are not getting met? What if following Jesus showed you how God will meet your needs so you’re free to meet your spouses needs?  Hmmm.
c. Hedonism – Do whatever feels good.
Check me on this. In America today the overwhelming assumption is, IF I HAVE A NEED, I HAVE A RIGHT TO HAVE MY NEEDS MET.  No wonder were a society addicted to pleasure. I just read Jesus words about giving up your life, not getting my needs met. Listen to  Proverbs 21:17 The Message “Are you addicted to thrills? What an empty life! The pursuit of pleasure is never satisfied.” [repeat]
d. Practicalism – Whatever works for you. (Relativism)
I talk myself out of doing what Jesus tells me to do, because, in this situation, it’s just not going to work. It’s not practical.  I call this practical atheism. I can’t trust God because God’s way won’t work. [pause] Is it possible your God is too small for your situation; or is it your faith that’s small.  Ouch. I’m beating you up now.  Practicalism cousin is relativism. What woks for you may not work for me. What’s true for you may not be true for me. It’s all relative.  Proverbs 14:12 NIV “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” 
e. Atheism – God Doesn’t exist or matter.
There are lots of people who are unsure about the nature of God, who He is, How he interacts with us.  These are called Agnostics, a word that means “without knowledge.” By contrast an Atheist is a person who had decided God doesn’t exist or doesn’t matter.  When you stop and think about it, I can’t prove beyond a shadow of doubt that God does exist – faith is always required. And the Atheist can’t prove He doesn’t.  Atheists have faith, too, it’s the opposite of mine. Romans 1:20-22 “20From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God…
f. Naturalism – Mother Nature is all there is and all I need. 
This is the worldview of National Geographic Magazine which I’ve taken all my life.  I look at Pike’s Peak and see it pointing to God, the creator. Naturalism can’t see anything but Pike’s Peak. Romans 1:25 NIV “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped created things rather than the Creator.” 

To talk about Postmoderism I’ve invited Dan Gavrich, who studies at Colorado Christian University to join me. 
Dan Gavrich with Pastor Steve

See Dan’s Power point presentation
g. Postmodernism – “There is no worldview you can rely on.” 
Psalm 14:1 NIV “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”

Questions & Answers:


Part One: Dan and Steve

Dialog with Dan Gavrich 5.7 on Postmodernism

Q & A Steve & Dan …

1. STEVE: Dan, what raises my concerns is that truth is relative to postmoderns. What’s true for you is true for you and what’s true for me is true for me.  How do you deal with that?

ANSWER: Living the way Jesus lived rather than just quoting verses and ideas. Show me by your lifestyle, not just your ideas.  I’m going to show you what it is to follow Christ. Story: Elijah’s story of the sacrifice.  

2. DAN: Steve, why is it so difficult for your generation to allow people belong to the community or the church who don’t profess to be Christians?  

ANSWER: 1, classically we have defined the church as those who shared a common set of beliefs. 2. increasingly we do see it as a process.  

3. STEVE; Dan, why isn’t your generation coming to church anymore?

ANSWER: Dan, my generation doesn’t believe in absolute truth so how do I show them Jesus … Why doesn’t a good person go to heaven?  I want to be in relationship with them to show them.  Just going to church won’t show them. I need to both live the life following Jesus and be in relationship with those who aren’t there yet. How do we create a community where people feel free to belong yet are challenged by the absolute truth of Jesus.  A huge piece of postmodern church is we’re all broken people, not some, all of us.  


Part Two: Take your Q&A Insert and write down your questions. Pastor Steve will begin Next Sunday by answer some of these questions and reviewing where we’ve been in the series, Taking It To the Streets.

h. Christianity – God Made Me for His Purposes
Jesus came offering a life that in crammed full of heaven, pregnant with the presence of God, overflowing with God’s Spirit.  I follow Jesus because He offers me life to the full – FULL OF GOD at every turn.  I follow Jesus because I’m learning how to live in the flow of His Spirit and how to submit myself more and more to His leadership, in everything I do.  A Christian worldview brings God into everything. It’s how Jesus thinks.  Colossians 1:16 The Message“For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible… everything got started in him and finds it’s purpose in him.” 

Take a look at the Series: Taking it To the Streets 

May 14 Mother’s Day  Taking It to the Streets … The God who Reconciles.  

May 21 Taking It to the Streets … The Journey. Honor H.S. Graduates

May 28 Memorial Weekend   Taking It to the Streets … Does God exist?  If so, what’s He like?  

June 4
DEDICATION  Taking It to the Streets … Why was the world created and 

why are WE here? 
June 11 Pastor Sid Huston Taking It to the Streets … What Happens after we die? 

And what about the Devil & Hell?  
June 18  Father’s Day. Ken Broeren and Men’s ministry have my permission to shape the content of this service. 

June 25  Taking It to the Streets … What is truth?  
June 4 we’re going to practice taking it to the streets. Dedication of this building as a place where People find and experience Jesus and learn to follow Jesus and are equipped to take it to the streets. We’re going to PRACTICE BLESSING.  FRIT @ AFA. 

Families – talk with one another about blessing plans.  
Clean Woodmen Road … Take Water around your neighborhood…take dinner to a family in need.  Practice BLESSING.  
The Da Vinci Code – page one, last sentence: “All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate.” 


Page one, first sentence: “The Priory of Sion – a European secret society founded in 1099 – is a real organization.” 


Exploring the Da Vinci Code by Lee Strobel & Garry Poole 

“The claim in The Da Vinci Code is that the Priory of Sion was founded in 1099 AD in Jerusalem. Well, the fact of the matter is that it was founded in 1956, in Paris, by a crook and forger named Pierre Plantard…” page 19
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