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#4: Taking It To the Streets

Does God Exist? If So, what’s He like? 

SCC  5.28.06   SRB

Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message

Blue Like Jazz story of Laura


A great example of Taking It To the Streets is Don Miller’s story of Laura in his book Blue Like Jazz, a postmodern classis.  Laura was Don’s friend at Reed College in Oregon.  He writes,


“…I met Laura, who, although she was an atheist, would teach me a great deal about God. Her father, whom she loved and admired dearly, was a Methodist minister in Atlanta, and yet she was the only one in her family who could not embrace the idea of God…“In time she figured out that I was a Christian. 
[One day they were talking about racism.]  Don says, “I wondered out loud, if there was a bigger issue and I mistakenly made the callous comment that racism might be a minor problem compared to the bigger trouble we have to deal with.
“Racism not an issue?!” Laura questioned very sternly.

“Well, not that it’s not an issue, only that it is a minor issue>’

“How can you say that? Don, it’s an enormous problem.”

“Yeah, I understand it’s is a terrible and painful problem, but in light of the whole picture, racism is a signal of something greater … I’m talking about self-absorption.  If you think about it the human race is pretty self-absorbed.  Racism might be the symptom of a greater disease… I am flawed in that it is difficult for me to consider others before myself … this current within me that more often than not, wants to … please myself, buy things for myself, feed myself, entertain myself… 
“… we got together several weeks later and she hinted she agreed about this problem of self-absorption. She called it sin. 

“How can you believe in sin but not in God?”

“I just do,” she said.

“But you can’t.”

“I can do what I want.” She looked at me sternly.

“Okay,” I said, knowing that if we got into an argument she would win. 

Some months later Laura was depressed.  “How are you?” 

“I am not good.”  

“What’s wrong?”

“Everything.” 

“Boy stuff?”  “No.”

“School stuff?”  “No.”

“God stuff?” “I guess so, Don. I don’t know…I feel like He is after me, Don.”     “Who is after you?”   “God.”

“I think that is very beautiful, Laura. I believe you. I believe God wants you.” 

“You don’t understand. I can’t do this.”  

“Why can’t you be a Christian?”

“There is a part of me that wants to believe. My family believes, Don. I feel as though I need to believe … but it’s all so stupid.  So completely stupid… I just don’t understand how you can believe all this stuff.”  

“I don’t either, really,” I told her. “But I believe in God, Laura. There is something inside me that causes me to believe. And now I believe God is after you, that God wants you to believe, too…  He is offering forgiveness.”

“… Don, I don’t exactly believe I need a God to forgive me.”

Don writes: “My belief in Jesus did not seem rational or scientific, and yet there was nothing I could do to separate myself from this belief. I think Laura was looking for something rational, because she believed all tings that were true were rational. But that isn’t the case. Love, for example, is a true emotion, but it is not rational.” 

A few weeks later Don got an email from Laura.

“Dearest Friend Don,

“I read through the book of Matthew this evening. I was up all night. I couldn’t stop reading so I read through Mark. This Jesus of yours is either a madman or the Son of God. Somewhere in the middle of Mark I realized He was the Son of God.  I suppose this makes me a Christian. I feel much better now. Come to campus tonight and let’s get coffee.

“Much love, Laura”
Blue Like Jazz, Pg 39 – 58


Rob Denler, last week, challenged us to Celtic evangelism. Belonging is followed by behavior is followed by belief … exactly what Don experienced with Laura. 
This series, Taking It to the Streets, is designed to help you clarify what you believe AND help you learn how to have meaningful conversations with people who don’t think like a follower of Jesus thinks.  The technical term for this thinking is “worldview” and we are exploring the worldview of a follower of Jesus or How did Jesus think, so we can think like the One we follow.  


One of the most basic worldview questions is Laura’s question: 
I. Does God Exist?  
    1.  Some Other Ideas about God’s Existence:
Back on May 7th I taught about a number of worldviews. I’m not going to review all of that but go to our website www.springscommunitychurch.org and under resources listen again to that message.  


There are worldviews that deny the existence of God. For instance …
a. Naturalism: says God does not exist. Our perceptions of a divine presence are simply a projection of our own experience. This is the prevalent scientific worldview.  Most scientists believe that to do good science God cannot be part of the equation.  If you are a scientist and a follower of Jesus you have a worldview conflict.  Your colleagues scoff at the idea of God, yet you have a deeply held conviction that God not only exists but on some level is responsible for all observable truth.  Next is …
b. Nihilism: nothing, including God, actually exists.  There is no knowledge, no meaning, no value. If you’ve heard of Friedrich Nietzsche or Kurt Vonnegut Jr. this is their worldview.  They hold that we have no self-consciousness. You think you do. You’re wrong. Life is complete emptiness. Truth is the absolute denial of everything.  Talk about a depressing worldview. It’s the “anti-world worldview.” And there’s …
c. Existentialism: Life is absurd.  Life has no ultimate meaning; each person must determine the meaning that he or she wishes to assign to life and then gain fulfillment through that pursuit.  So if you’re passionate about some aspect of life, Existentialism tells you to go for it … create your own meaning.  There’s no inherent meaning to life but you can follow your passions and find meaning, anyway.  
I remember my Grandma Brooks’ funeral. She died while I was graduating from High School, Culver Military Academy. My pastor said at her funeral, that we had to choose. Either God didn’t exist and life is utterly senseless.  Or God does exist and there is real hope and meaning.  So …
2. How did Jesus Think? 
Matthew tells us that Jesus began his ministry with this message:
Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message

“Change your life.” What’s that all about?  If God doesn’t exist then Jesus was in LaLa land. He was a madman, like Laura speculated.  God’s kingdom doesn’t exist if God doesn’t exist.  We’re a bunch of kookie people … which may be true for other reasons.  

So I’m sitting in the lunch room at work or at school and someone quotes Sir Leigh Teabing of the Da Vinci Code, “The Bible is a product of man, my dear, Not of God.”  And then my friend says, “Hey, God is a product of man, too!”  pg231.  How do you respond?  Get mad?  Run away? Or engage? 

Here are some of the ways you might respond.  

a. Creation & Intimacy… 
Creation seems to most of us to point to God.  I’ll never forget a night back in the early 70’s when the Northern Lights, Aurora Borealis, took my breathe away for hours into the night. Or the time I stepped off a bus in Iceland to see the Gulfoss, a waterfall that blew me away.  Come on, Pikes Peak does it to me on a regular basis; it’s screams God is real.  

Listen to Jesus in Matthew 6:26 
Add to powerpoint 

Elizabeth Barrett’s Browning’s poem: Earth’s crammed with Heaven; every common bush afire with God. But only he who sees takes off his shoes.  The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.”   Of course what we see has everything to do with what we expect to see: our worldview.  Another part of this lunchroom conversation can be …
b. Your Personal Experience
Meeting Laverne Kinman.  In 1979, in the days following my first wife Kathie’s death in a car accident, my parents and I had a private conversation about how best to care for Ross, who was under 2 years old. We talked about my moving back to Michigan to be close to them so grandma could help. We talked about day care. We decided that looking for a Nanny was where we’d start. And older woman who could take care of Ross so I could continue my youth ministry. Again, this was a private conversation no one else knew about. The next day Lu Ratmeyer, the Sr. Pastor, called and told me a lady in our church had sister whose husband had died of cancer and would I like to talk with Laverne Kinman about taking care of Ross.  

Coincidence?  Or God?  Now I can’t prove to you, beyond a shadow of doubt that it was God.  That’s the power of worldview. My worldview helps me understand and interpret my life.  My worldview helped me see God intimately taking care of me, even as I went through all of the stages of grief.  The pain wasn’t absent. But my worldview told me, my God was present.  
Back to the lunchroom conversation.  If you’re not trying to attack someone who 

doesn’t believe in God or force them to see your point of view, you’re free to share your personal experience with God … even the doubts and struggles you have with God, because it’s not you who makes other people believe. God reveals Himself to people … in Laura’s case, in spite of how “stupid” she thought Christianity was, in the middle of the night in the middle of the gospel of Mark. God did it. Not Don Miller.
c. God revealed in … God’s Word.
People have all kinds of opinions and prejudices about the Bible. But very few actually read it.  What the Bible reveals to those who read it is that God is not messing around. That God is serious about us, about our lives, about our world and His desire to change us and then use us to love the world like Jesus did, to bless the world, reach the world.  “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  

Another way I could say what Jesus said is this: someday, Jesus promises we’ll be in Heaven and in God’s heaven there is no suffering, no sin, no pain, so disease, no evil. Heaven is the life you’ve always dreamed of.  Now listen closely. Jesus says Heaven is here, now, that the rule and the reign of God is breaking into our world today.  “God’s Kingdom, God’s heaven, is here, so Change your life..”  


I get that from the Bible which we also call God’s Word, God speaking.  If the Bible is just an ancient human book you don’t have to take it any more seriously that Homer’s Odyssey. But if the Bible is God speaking, revealing Himself to real people like us, people just as real and human as we are, even if they’re from another culture and time; if the Bible is God speaking to humans it might just speak to us, too.  

And the Bible says some very important things. Most of us who keep reading the Bible develop some favorite parts. I love Romans 7 & 8 where God announces, in spite of how much we all struggle with ourselves, “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  I’ll take that to the lunchroom.  

Pastor Sid loves the book of Romans and takes it to breakfast at Target.  Relationships slowly turn to Romans.  And Truth changes people’s lives.  


As a follower of Jesus the Bible tells me death doesn’t ever get me.  If we’ve entered into Jesus Kingdom, we will really not die; we will be raised to life forever, like Jesus is.  Resurrection has always been hard to believe in. I’ve done a lot of funerals. I’ve never brought one of them back from the dead.  So many don’t believe in resurrection.  But central to our worldview is that God, who is real, is also the author of life.  He can give it to babies, take it away AND give it back again, eternally.  1 Corinthians 15:17-19 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; …19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  Here’s Paul’s logic. If the resurrection of Jesus didn’t happen, then our resurrection won’t happen either. If death wins in the end, Christianity really is a mind game … because it’s not true that we live forever in Heaven, God’s Kingdom. Don’t change your life for Jesus if this is all only a mind game. But if it’s really true that we get to be with God, forever, and that heaven starts today … change your life!!
3. So What? 
If you conclude that God doesn’t exist then your worldview doesn’t have to take God into account or any sense that you might someday be accountable to the God who created you. 


If you conclude God does exist, even though you can’t prove it absolutely, you rely on faith. Some of the evidence for God’s existence might be more powerful to you that other parts, but the some total leads you, like Laura, to faith.  

You see … If God is real, I’m not God; I’m not in ultimate control of my life or my world and I have a compelling reason to live for God’s Purposes for me.  
Here’s our Second Worldview Question. If God does exist …
II.  What is God Like? 
1. I believe that Jesus gives us the clearest picture of God.
For example a lot of people fear God is mad at them. Shoot, I don’t even obey my own my own conscience.  I’m probably not even close to living up to God’s standards and values.  But Jesus tells us …
John 3:17 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Jesus speaks of God in intimate family terms.  Our kids call Linda, Meme.  They call me, in the days since my head surgery, when we’re teasing especially, PAUL-Z.  Jesus reveals God, intimately as His and our Daddy, Abba Father.  Reggie McNeal reminded us a month ago that in the story of the Prodigal Son the Father is throws a party when the prodigal comes back home to the Father.  God is love … so says Jesus.  Further
2. God is LIFE.

Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message

Add to power point:

Tony Evans writes in his book, The Kingdom Agenda, “God has an agenda … something He wants to accomplish in His way. The Bible calls this agenda God’s Kingdom… The Kingdom agenda may be defined as the visible demonstration of the comprehensive rule of God over every area of life. 


“That has some serious implications for us. The reason so many of us believers are struggling is that we want God to bless our plans rather than our fulfilling His agenda. We want God to OK our plans rather than our fulfilling His plans… But it doesn’t work that way. God has only one plan, one alternative, and it’s His kingdom agenda… Having Jesus in your heart will get you into heaven. But having Jesus in your heart won’t get heaven down into history. The Jesus in your heart must also be the Jesus who rules in the Kingdom of which you are a part.” pg.27-29

Next Sunday we are doing two things. One, we are dedicating this new building. Two, we are dismissing church 30 minutes early, sending you out to practice blessing our community; to be like Jesus out there.  God created SCC, not to be a great church, but to be a great blessing in a world that is lost and broken.   
If you want to take water bottles or volunteer out to the FRIT, see Sheryl Simmons today. They need help Thursday through Sunday. If you want to take water bottles into your own neighborhood to people working in their yards, go bless them.  So of us are going to clean up Woodmen Road between here and Union … it’s gross … be a blessing to our neighbors.  One small group is going to feed lunch to the local fire department.  The followers of Jesus at SCC, next week and especially next Sunday are going to bring heaven down into history in Colorado Springs.  I said … 
3. We can BE like Jesus
Jesus changed people’s lives. He still does. He changes us to BE like Him, people who live our lives – and life is pretty tough, a lot of the time – we live our lives in light of this invisible reality called the Kingdom of God.  


What the Kingdom of God does is fill me with Spiritual reality on the inside.  Love (even for my enemies), Joy (that trouble can’t steal), Peace (in the midst of storms ‘cause I know Who is really in control of life), Patience (‘cause I know Who is really in control of life), Kindness and Goodness (because God is Kind and Good to me, all the time, and I’ve got plenty of both to give away), Faithfulness (putting Jesus words and ways into practice, more and more and more; less and less doing it my way), Gentleness (God works gently inside of me so I don’t need to push you around), Self-control (because I’m allowing the Kingdom of God to rule and reign inside of me.)  

Jesus says, "Good people bring good things out of the good stored up in their hearts, and evil people bring evil things out of the evil stored up in their heart.  For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks."  Luke 6:45 Today's New International Version

It’s what’s inside that counts. Jesus will change your inside to be good like His inside, so that your outside behavior will be good, like His.  He does it by grace and SCC will teach you to Stand in Grace River, where your life will be changed, inside and out.  
Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message

4. We Become Good, like Jesus:

a. The followers of Jesus get connected to a biblical community and together become more and more like Jesus.  

The Life that changes who we are doesn’t just happen here on Sunday’s. It happens in small groups or LIFE GROUPS.  It happens in homes during the week.  It’s a handful of men, women, students who are growing to be like Jesus together. Couples grow in Christ together.  Families do this together. Parents teach their children. A biblical community, growing together to be more and more like Jesus. Who is your community?  If you don’t know that answer to that question Pastor Rex Schultz and Bret Dalton will help you find your answer.  

Let me challenge our life groups.  Who do you know who doesn’t know Jesus, who doesn’t have a Christian worldview, that you could invite into your group?  It’s sooo like Jesus to bless someone else … by inviting them into a relationship that could change their life. 

FINISHED WITH MESSAGE. I WON’T BE DOING THE RED BELOW
b. We become the hands and feet of Jesus …

c. Gavrich’s giveaway. 

d. June 4 Blessing …

Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message

Questions & Answers – Dustin Fulton
Prayer
Going Deeper – with your family, friends or Life Group:

1. You’re at Starbucks with a friend who doesn’t believe in God but wants to talk about God.  Without being defensive, what would you say about:
a. Creation and God?

b. Your Personal Experience and God?

c. The Bible and God?

2. What’s the power of listening to someone else’s beliefs even if you don’t agree?

3. Discuss how Jesus reveals who God really is. What are the Character traits Jesus clearly reveals about God?
4. Who are the people you are in community with who are helping you become more like Jesus in your character?
5. Pray together about your Jesus words: Matthew 4:17 “Change your life. God’s Kingdom is here.”  The Message
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