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#2 Taking it To the Streets: Reconciliation
SCC  5.14.06  SRB

1.  Review: Answers for Your Questions:


Define a Worldview: 

“A Biblical Worldview is a means of experiencing, interpreting, and responding to reality in light of biblical perspective…so that every choice we make may be consistent with God’s principles and commands.” 
George Barna, Think Like Jesus, pg.6


Put on glasses with sunglasses.  Filters for interpreting life. 
We covered several world views: Materialism, Narcissism, Hedonism, Practicalism, Atheism, Naturalism, Dan Gavrich taught on Postmodernism, and Christianity.  A bunch of your questions we about postmodernism. Here are several.

“Is Christianity Inconsistent with Postmodernism?”


“If we lose the rules of our faith don’t we slip into relativity…if each group of believers can find their own path won’t we soon believe that all paths lead to heaven, like Eastern Religions? Where’s the balance?”


A more personal cry: “How do I, from an older generation, reach out to my daughter and her kids … postmodern people … authentically?”  

ANSWER: 

If you’re confused by postmodernism you’re in good company. Even the experts are. James Sire writes: “Getting a grip is hard. How does one define the indefinite? Postmodernism… is used by so many people to focus on so many different facets of … life that its meaning is often fuzzy…”  The Universe Next Door, pg 212.  One expert defines postmodern as “incredulity toward metanarratives,” or not believing that there is one right worldview.  The naturalists have their worldview or story, the pantheists theirs the Christian’s theirs. With postmodernism no story can have any more credibility that any other. All stories are equally valid …” pg214. 


Let me be very clear. As a follower of Jesus, the idea that all worldviews are equally true or valid, I clearly reject.  This series, Taking It to the Streets, is my attempt to help you think through How Jesus Thinks or what Jesus’ worldview was and just as important, as a follower of Jesus, how YOU think. 

But Jesus hasn’t called us just to be “right,” we have to be loving in our truth speaking.  Jesus was really good at loving while He spoke truth.

When I became a follower of Jesus, they said the Jesus people Movement was a mile wide and an inch deep… and they were right.  Guess what? Thirty years later, God has grown me up.  Many of the values of postmoderns make me smile because when I was 20 something I held many of those values, Skepticism, a priority on relationships, openness to new ways of doing things.  

The challenge is to know what you believe as a follower of Jesus; How DID Jesus think? How DO you think?  And then to engage people in your everyday life with how they think … not so you can tell them they’re wrong … but so you can show them Jesus, first in who you ARE. 


Greg Keen works for Compassion International and Gregg was telling me that when you engage in the world of missions, with cultures all around the world you have to be flexible. You can’t be dogmatic and rigid. You can’t survive in missions if you aren’t willing to start in the gray areas with people and earn the right to speak your truth.  You  have to be willing to listen to their story, even if their story sounds really different to you. 


I didn’t say Jesus’ followers are gray or fuzzy in their thinking. But if you start out being obnoxious, no one will ever listen to you. I want you clear on one thing: GOD IS CALLING US TO TAKE HIM TO THE STREETS… and we have to not just sound like Jesus, we have to BE like Him.

One final question; This man writes: 
“I’m trying to live like Jesus but my 20 something kid (who has a relationship with God) is so angry with me and won’t forgive me or talk with me. How can I love her like Jesus?”   How did Jesus think about broken relationships?  [pause]  

Jesus was all about reconciliation … Becky Kolb’s is going to share with us her story of reconciliation.  

2.  Grace River Story: Becky Kolb

On more than one Mother’s Day I have sat in this Church and sobbed from the pain of a broken relationship with my Mother.  It was the one day of the year I dreaded most.  This story is about God’s amazing grace, forgiveness and healing in a process of restoring broken relationships.

My Mother and biological father divorced when I was an infant and I grew up thinking the man I called my father was my father. He adopted me and they had 3 more children together.  My adoptive father did not want any connection with my biological family so I had no knowledge of other family until my teen years.  Mom told me out of fear that I might find out through someone else.  My adoptive father had been physically abusive to me from my toddler days.  As a young adult, I spoke with Mom and she confirmed the abuse to both me and my adoptive father - something that he denies to this day.  My biological father and I did re-connect for a brief time, but family pressure made it difficult.  Later in my adult life, my biological grandmother and I re-connected and had a wonderful relationship for 5 years before her death.  It was during that 5 years that my biological father and I also fully reconciled and we’ve had a growing relationship since.

I married my first husband at the early age of 17 and 3 years later had a son who is now 27.  We also adopted a 4 year old daughter after fostering her for a few months.  That marriage ended in divorce in 1997. My ex-husband died in a car accident a year later – two days before John and I were to be married.  We began our marriage working very hard with this adopted daughter, Jennifer.  I’ve spoken before of the circumstances that led to giving up parental rights 6 years ago and the family estrangement that came with that decision.

My family was not supportive during the difficulties we faced with Jennifer.  Two sisters sent nasty e-mails condemning me to hell for my decision.   My adoptive father spoke to me mostly through my Mother.  Within a few days, my Mother wrote and stated that she was angry with me for giving up my daughter but she also expressed anger over the relationship with my biological father.   Her letter to me said that “if I was going to have a relationship with him, she wanted nothing to do with me”.  I couldn’t begin to understand how my Mother, a Christian who sat next to me and confirmed her husband’s abuse and preached to me about forgiving others could now completely reject me?   
Recalling Pastor Steve’s recent acronym for RAGS – I was covered in them as anxiety, anger, resentment, misplaced desires and feelings of superiority took turns as my predominant emotion.  It’s true that I had a part in the conflict.  When I received the condemning e-mails, I wish that I could tell you that I deleted them.  But anger and pride prevailed and I responded in an ungodly way. 

God convicted me numerous times over the next five year period to try and reconcile and each time it was met with resistance.  As Christians, we are taught that God wants us to be at peace with one another.  Scripture is clear that unity and peace with one another is essential in any Christian relationship.  God knew how much I wanted this – how much I prayed about this.  I felt somehow that I was a “lesser Christian” because I had this long term conflict that I couldn’t seem to resolve.  

I began to accept that this family might never reconcile and I wrestled with God over that – “Lord, you want me to be at peace and reconcile, and yet you are not honoring any attempts to make that happen.  You have the power to change their hearts – Why won’t you?”  He seemed to be saying “stop asking me to change their hearts and start asking me to change yours!  Ouch!  I thought about that and I finally agreed with the Lord to start asking him to change my heart too (although I wasn’t fully convinced that I needed to make more adjustments).  This was a hard one to swallow for me because of past family history.  

I read many books on family of origin issues and anger and reconciliation.  I continued seeking the Lord in what he wanted me to do and one day He said to me “I want you to do nothing?”   What?????  That goes against the very fiber of my being……I felt I needed to be doing something to make this reconciliation happen.  Maybe I could write another letter or send another e-mail…….  My very supportive husband wisely asked “how many times are you going to write”?  It was clear – God was going to do this on His timetable and if I continued to try to interfere with Him I could be prolonging this even more.  He was trying to teach me more about “being” than about “doing”.  I needed to be focused on HIM and on my relationship with Him – not my relationship with the family.  Those relationships as I knew them were gone – dead – never to be resurrected again.  If reconciliation were to happen, it would be HIM that brought it about – not me. And if it never happened, I needed to know that HE was enough.  Completeness in my life did not depend on reconciliation if they were not willing.  

After about 3 years of estrangement, I received an e-mail from my Mother.  She said that she was sorry – she had been angry with me for giving up on my daughter and then she realized that she had done the same thing.  God was working in her life too and that was the beginning for a new relationship between us. We met in Salida CO for lunch in the summer of 2004 – it was the first time in 4 years that I had seen her. Many fervent prayers went up for that reunion and God honored our time together. I asked her about my adoptive father and she said that he was still in denial and that it was a subject that they just didn’t discuss anymore.  I was happy to at least have the start of a new relationship with Mom but wondered how that would continue with broken relationships still in the family and the fact that she was soon moving back to Texas.

In 2005 more of the estrangement was about to be broken and I didn’t have any idea of how God’s grace and love would bring this about.  Our adopted daughter Jennifer wanted John and I along with my son and his family to attend her graduation.  All of my family and her deceased father’s family live in the same town and know one another.  How in the world could we go back there and support Jennifer in her graduation with the family situation we had?  They had all been part of her life for the past 5 years and we had not.  The resentment from some family members caused me to think it might be easier to back out and celebrate with her another time.  But God wasn’t letting that happen.

Soon two sisters were in touch – there was no reference of the past – only a desire to re-connect.  One sister invited us to stay with her – which we did.  A second sister said she wanted to see us while we were there.  A niece was in touch.   Jennifer’s other adoptive mother encouraged us to come.  John and I were beginning to sense that God was orchestrating this.  Still – one sister had resisted any attempts I had made to re-connect and my adoptive father and I were not in a good place.  I felt like Moses – giving God excuse after excuse as to why we shouldn’t go but John encouraged me and we wanted to obey what we sensed was God’s leading.

I remembered reading in Rick Warren’s book The Purpose Driven Life, that people can reconcile without having resolution.  I couldn’t fathom what that meant.  Scathing e-mails had gone back and forth 5 years earlier.  Issues from many years ago were still lingering…..how could we reconcile without resolving those things?  It just didn’t make sense to me at that time.  But often, God’s ways don’t make any earthly sense to us.  

From the moment we arrived in Texas, I had peace.  Jennifer’s other adoptive mother was embracing of us and obviously felt no threat of our being there.  We both wanted what was best and God honored two “mothers” who were there to love and support her.  What kind of human wisdom could pull that off?  Only a loving God could do something that amazing.

The time came to walk into my sister’s house where Mom and my Adoptive Father were staying.  I had not seen or spoken to my Adoptive Father in more than 5 years.  What transpired is something that only God could have done.  I did not feel anger, bitterness or the need to address any issues with him.  I did not feel I needed acknowledgement or an apology from him.  I felt at complete peace and I knew at that moment that God had caused me to forgive him completely.  And that was all that mattered – the reconciliation that mattered most had occurred – the reconciliation with God my Father – because I had allowed Him to work in my heart and bring about forgiveness of one who did not deserve it – just as God had forgiven me – a sinner who was undeserving of His forgiveness.  It was a powerful encounter with my Lord.

On May 28, 2005, John and I sat with most of my family and watched Jennifer graduate …..with honors.   Something we could not have possibly conceived in our own striving was beautifully put together by our Lord – as soon as I got out of his way. Afterwards the family gathered for a graduation celebration.  It was the first time in more than 5 years that we had all been in the same house together.  I finally saw very clearly what Rick Warren meant – one can reconcile without resolution.  I truly had forgiven and only the power of the cross of Christ could have enabled me to do that.  I didn’t realize that I had completely forgiven them until I was in their presence.  If I had chosen not to go to Texas, I would have missed an incredible blessing that God had for me.

.  

I am not “less Christian” because I have broken relationships and neither are you if you have them.  If God can take me and my family – full of bitterness and anger – as hopeless as it was - and bring us to where we are today He can do it with anyone.   My prayer is that my story will encourage those with broken relationships to pray and asking God what He wants to do in you while you wait.  
He is Faithful and for me, it has been worth the wait.  We are not the “Leave it to Beaver family”.  Reconciliations are a process and this Texas trip was just another step – a giant step.  I work hard with the Lord to stay in the place of forgiveness as old thoughts still creep in once in a while.  But it is my choice and I choose with God’s help to practice forgiveness.  God has not stopped working in this reconciliation story.  Just this past week, my Adoptive Father sent a golf devotional book to me and John – personally signed by him to us.   It was his way of reaching out.  And this August, we return to Texas to celebrate Mom’s 70th birthday.  Somehow I sense God is up to more than just a birthday party.  

Pastor Steve:

My understanding of who God IS, ultimately shapes who I AM.  The challenge is not just to “think” reconciliation, though we have to start with thinking about it; the challenge is to allow God to make us BE people who reconcile.  
3. Worldview: God is a God of Reconciliation 
The first book of the Bible ends with the story of Joseph. Betrayed by his own brothers, God, amazingly, raises Joseph to leadership in Egypt. Why? A drought overtakes the whole region and Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt because God told Joseph to store away food for a famine.  Instead of revenge, which is the normal human response, Joseph sees God using, even the betrayal for God’s good purposes.  [repeat]  That’s his worldview because that’s Joseph’s God.  Listen: 
Joseph’s worldview: Genesis 50: 19-21 “God intended it for good.” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? [answer: NO God, alone is God.] 20You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

The God of reconciliation makes Joseph a man of reconciliation. 
SKIP Next: 
 
Moses’ worldview: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20  “Choose Life”
Moses speaks for God. Listen: 


19…Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 

God’s ways are the ways of life. God wants you to live life well and learning to think about life like God thinks about life is how we live it well.  
David’s worldview: Psalm 51:10-17 “Create in me a clean heart.” 

So with David.  David, the greatest of all the kings of Israel, committed murder and adultery.  You heard me right. He arranged for Uriah’s death so he could sleep with Uriah’s wife, Bathsheeba.  God prophet Nathan confronts Great King David. Psalm 51 is David’s prayer of confession.  
10    Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11    Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me…
16    You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17    The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart,
    O God, you will not despise.
A broken and humble heart is how David reconciles with God and, amazing grace, God forgives David.  Reconciliation will change your life.  

Jeremiah reminds us that God has always planned to reconcile with us.  


Jeremiahs’s worldview: Jeremiah 31:31-34  “For I will forgive their wickedness...”

31    “The time is coming,” declares the LORD,  “when I will make a new covenant
    with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. Meaning all of God’s people.
32    It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers
    when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
    because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,”
    declares the LORD.
33    “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.
    I will be their God, and they will be my people.
34    No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”
    declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
Last week No Strings Attached sang a song about living a changed life based on this next scripture: 


Paul’s worldview: 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 “the Ministry of reconciliation.” 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

Our worldview says God sent Jesus to reconcile with us and it follows that He has passed on to us the work of reconciliation which Paul calls “the message & ministry of reconciliation.”  It’s what we DO because it’s who we ARE. Jesus is, to quote an old baby boomer song: a Bridge over troubled waters.”

 
Ephesians 2:14-16  “He is our peace.”  

14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  The Jews believed in the law, but the law condemned them because they couldn’t live it. The Gentile, non-Jews, didn’t believe in the Law but they, too, sinned against God. Jesus is the Bridge for both: His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 

When you look at the Cross and see Jesus dying for you and you and you, do you really think your pride and self justification make you better than someone else?  The ground is level at the foot of the cross, for all who come be reconciled to God and each other.  

Jesus’ worldview: John 17:20-23 “those who will believe in me through their message.”  TAKING IT TO THE STREETS.


INESCAPABLE QUESTION: Are you following Jesus when it comes to reconciliation?  Christians, are people who follow Jesus. You can’t follow Jesus and not learn how God wants to make you into as reconciler.

Last summer I taught you Ken Sande’s Peacemaking.  Let me give you a quick review, only in reverse order. The four G’s….
5.  Peacemaking - The Four G’s: 

4. Go and be reconciled.  In Matthew 5:24, Jesus says bluntly, don’t play at religion, don’t play church if you’re not willing to make things right with one another.  First, be reconciled, then and only then, come to church.  Why is Jesus so blunt.  Reconciliation isn’t an optional nice idea. It’s a work of God in all of us who, through Jesus, have been reconciled to God.  So how do I practice reconciliation?   

3. Gently Restore.  Galatians 6:1.  Gently.  In John 21, Peter faces Jesus, whom 

he denied three times.  Gently, but honestly, Jesus asks him three times, “Peter, do you love me?”  Jesus and Peter are making up. Jesus doesn’t avoid the key issue … if you love Me, Peter, you’re going to live your life MY way. Gentle but truthful. 
2. Get the Log out of your own eye first.  Matthew 7:3-5  Reconcilers are way 

more interested in correcting the mistakes and sins in their own lives than they are picking at other people. So BEFORE I confront you, I confront ME.  I do a thorough inventory of my own life, my thinking, my tendencies, my track record. I invite others to help me see my blind spots, my sins. I get the log out of my own eye first.   


Listen closely: DO NOT TAKE YOUR FAITH TO THE STREETS until you’re ready to point out in detail how YOU NEED Doctor Jesus.  Our reputation MUST BE that we are far more interested in growing ourselves into Christ like people than we are condemning others for NOT being Christ-like.  After all, you claim to follow Jesus. They don’t. But are you really putting His words into practice … or are you pretending? 

Dan Gavrich told us last week that postmoderns are tired of a church that is anti-homosexual. It’s not that they’re pro-homosexual (or that we should be either), but these kids grew up in our homes and they don’t see Jesus in our sexuality … so why can’t heterosexual sinners love homosexual sinners?  That’s the point of getting logs out of our eyes. 

1. Glorify God … all conflict exists to glorify God because I exist to glorify God.  
1 Corinthians 10:31  Let me quote Becky Kolb:
I am not “less Christian” because I have broken relationships and neither are you if you have them.  If God can take me and my family – full of bitterness and anger – as hopeless as it was - and bring us to where we are today He can do it with anyone.   My prayer is that my story will encourage those with broken relationships to pray and asking God what He wants to do in you while you wait.  
God is glorified when we He can work reconciliation through us.  Lord Jesus, make SCC, a community of reconciliation and help us to Stand in Grace River until we look more like You, Jesus.    Want more info?  

www.hispeace.org 

Questions: 
1. Why would non-Christians believe in Jesus when we don’t love and reconcile like Jesus?
2. Worldview: I am becoming Like Jesus … living a life of reconciliation? 
I’ve asked Pastor Rex to come up here and talk about being part of a group of people, a Life Group, who are growing and supporting one another in following Jesus. 

Pastor Rex Schultz on Blessed to be a blessing … June 4th. 
Going Deeper:

1. Take time to study some of the Reconcilers above: Joseph, Moses, David, Jeremiah, Paul & Jesus.  What do these stories reveal to you about God’s essential character?  How does God’s character impact and shape our character? 

2. Discuss the Four G’s of Peacemaking.  What are they? How does one, practically speaking, DO them?

3. What were the strengths and weakness of how you learned reconciliation as your grew up in your family of origin? 

4. What might God be calling you to DO to become more Christ like?  

5. Is there a person God is calling you to work at reconciliation with? 

6. God back to the Reconcilers and pray for a relationship with God like they had. 
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