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Know, Be DO: 

Connecting with God: Prayer #1

SCC  4.15.07  SRB

Introducing Deb Rumsey, our new Director of Children’s Ministry

Connecting with God … God’s part

Romans 8:26-27 26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.
First. what Jesus taught about connecting to God through prayer.  The real point is this, real prayer comes from deep within you.  You might be able to put it into words.  Or some days it might just be an exasperated groan. Either way, the God who knows our hearts connects with our hearts.  Real prayer comes from the deepest part of who you are.
Second, we're going to practice praying.  The second part is more important.  You don't learn to pray, by listening to someone talk about it, you learn to pray by practicing prayer.

In 1885, Andrew Murray wrote a book, With Christ in the School of Prayer.  He writes, "go to the blessed Master and ask him to enroll your names in that school, which he always keeps open for those who long to study the divine art of prayer and intercession!  Yes, let us say to the master as they did of old, ‘Lord teach us to pray.’… We hear continually, even in these days, what glorious tokens of your power you still give to those who trust you completely.  Lord, teach us to pray with power, too!  The promises are for us; the powers and gifts of the heavenly world are for us… we offer ourselves as learners.  We want only you to teach us.  Lord, teach us to pray.” Pg10-12
Matthew 6: 9-13
9“This, then, is how you should pray:
Are you ready to learn how to connect to God? We are going to learn to use the Lord’s prayer the way Jesus intended it, as a pattern for prayer, not as a prayer we are supposed to pray verbatim all the time.  Now there’s nothing wrong with praying the Lord's prayer, and less your heart isn't in it while you pray.  If all you're doing is reciting words, what's the point?  Jesus made it quite clear that simply reciting words was not what prayer is about.


So Jesus begins with these words:

    “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Who is this Father in Heaven?

Luke 15:20
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
Henry Blackaby teaches in Experiencing God, "God pursues a continuing love a 
relationship with you that is real and personal."

One of the most life changing moments of my life came about six months after

my first wife, Katie, was killed in a car accident.  I was going through a time of 

depression, and late one evening, God created a strong mental impression that Steve 

Brooks had never had before.  What he seemed to be saying to me was this: "you never 

knew you could hurt this bad, did you?  But you need to know that my love is deeper than 

your hurt.”


Listen to the apostle Paul in Romans chapter 8:

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
    “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” Meaning, life is a gift every moment of every day.
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Practice …
10    your kingdom come,
    your will be done
    on earth as it is in heaven.
Jesus is talking about God's kingdom.  But what is God's kingdom?  God's 

kingdom is where we find life!  And what is life?  Listen carefully.  Life, is when a person in intimate connection with God is free to do whatever that person wants to do.  You are mistaken if you think God wants to control and manipulate us.  God wants us to be as free as Jesus was free.  And that comes when our deep inner life is so connected to God's Holy Spirit that we have the power to live like Jesus.  Freedom I say.  Not religious manipulation.  Not rules and regulations.  Wisdom?  Yes!

Last week I read this verse from the message translation:

10Set the world right; Do what’s best— as above, so below.

I'm connecting to God, in light of the reality that he is the source of my life, and he is the power for me to live life, really, really well.  It begins with an intimate relationship with my father in heaven.  He continues, as I invite him to be a part of everything I do.  God gives me the freedom to choose to include him in the everyday stuff of my life.  I also have the freedom to exclude Him.

So when I'm praying, connecting to God, I'm inviting his life to fulfill my life, and influence my life, and everything about my life.


I find myself asking God to fill me with his presence, his Holy Spirit inside of me, so that everything I do today.  I will do in partnership with him.  I will stand in grace River, asking God for the guests from heaven to live my life like Jesus would live my life.


And then I find myself praying similarly for my wife, Linda, that she will have God's presence fully in her life today.  And so with my kids: Ross, and his wife Lindsay; Ben, and his wife, Katie, and Bree in all of her relationships.


And I pray for God's kingdom Life to deeply influence.  Springs community church, but pastors and churches our city, like Kelly Williams at Vanguard, or Matt Heard, at Woodmen Valley Chapel.  And I pray for God's kingdom life to rule over our nation, our soldiers, our politicians, our world.


Your list, will be a bit different than mine, only because your life is different than mine.  So lets practice, seek God's life in freedom for your life.
Practice ….

11    Give us today our daily bread.

I have needs.  I need bread, food.  I need money in order to buy bread.  So I need 

a good job.  And if a good job is going to last, I need good relationships with the people 

at work.

I need my car to run, because just about every thing I do requires transportation.  

I'm not good with cars, so my daily bread.  Includes finding a trustworthy car dealer.

My kids and family have needs.  And because I love them, their needs, become 

my needs.


I often have more expenses than I have income.  So I have a daily need to 

manage my money well.  Crown Ministry can help me with that, but I need to God's help 

to be self disciplined.


I need health.  Whether it's fighting a cold, allergies, or just getting a good 

night's sleep.  And then there are the biggies, like fighting diabetes, cancer, or in my case,

motor neuron disease.

Again, your list is different from everyone else's when it comes to your daily 

needs.  I have two questions for you.  One, are you ashamed to tell God what your real 

needs are?  In America, we like to pretend were self-sufficient, and don't have needs.  But 

standing in grace River we don't have to pretend like that.


Two, are you ashamed to tell someone else what your needs are?  Again, 

standing in grace River we do not have to pretend that we don't need each other.  The 

truth is, we are called to love God and our neighbor.  And who is my neighbor?  Look

 around.

You guys have been incredible is supporting both Linda and me as we've gone 

through our health challenges lately.  Do you suppose that we experience God in the 

midst of your love?  Of course we do!


Here's my challenge: when the best ways we connect with God is when we are 

also connected with one another.  God has not called dust just to pray for one another, he 

is called us to pray with one another. Before this day is done, I challenge you to let both 

God and someone else know what your needs are.  So lets practice…
12    Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
I need God's love to be the dominant emotion of my life, if I'm going to love 

people like Jesus commanded us to.  So my daily bread includes learning to love like 

Jesus loved.  Can I just admit that I'm better at this some days than others?  But on a good 

Day, I ask God to fill me with his love, so that will love is love, I can love others, like he

does. 

 
Friends, that doesn't mean everything is smooth in my relationships.  But 

following the principles of peacemaking, which Jesus taught, [hold up Ken Sande’s book 

and pamphlet,] I work through the difficulties in relationships.

Let me remind you of the four G’s:
1. All conflict exists to glorify God.  That's because I exist to glorify God.  So the question is always, "God, how do you want to use me in the midst of this conflict?  What am I supposed to learn?  And how can I help my brother or sister?"

2. Get the log out of your own eye, first.  This is completely counter intuitive, but it's what Jesus taught.  Why would I go through conflict and missed the lesson I'm supposed to be learning?  My commitment is to keep becoming more and more like Jesus for the rest of my life.  Conflict is clearly one of the ways that will happen.

3. Gently confront your brother or sister.  We sometimes talk about speaking the truth in love.  Two things, this never includes: attacking and running away.  I speak the truth, gently, and I listened to the truth, openly.

4. Go and be reconciled.  This means I staying in the process of conflict resolution until I see God work reconciliation.  He is this quick?  Not usually.  It's this easy?  Now I'm going to need the grace of God for this to work well. 


The lubricant for this kind of work, is God's forgiveness for everyone of us.  

Jesus died on the cross for our sins.  I am forgiven.  You are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  
So with the love of God that forgives.  We work with one another.

Some of us tend to be angry in conflict.  Some of us tend to avoid conflict.  The 

family you grew up in probably has a lot to do with that.  But as a follower of Jesus, 

maybe it's time for a change.  Are you committed to do conflict Jesus way?

Lets practice... prayerfully review the Four G’s’:

1. All conflict exists to glorify God.  
2. Get the log out of your own eye, first.
3. Gently confront your brother or sister. 

4. Go and be reconciled.  

13    And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

This is where I'm going to take you in next week.  Were going to work together 

on the whole issue of prayer as spiritual warfare, a battle Jesus promises we are going to win, by the battle.  We need to learn to fight wisely.

Listen to what Jesus said in Luke 10:18-20 The Message:

Jesus said, “I know. I saw Satan fall, a bolt of lightning out of the sky. 19See what I’ve given you? Safe passage as you walk on snakes and scorpions, and protection from every assault of the Enemy. No one can put a hand on you. 20All the same, the great triumph is not in your authority over evil, but in God’s authority over you and presence with you. Not what you do for God but what God does for you—that’s the agenda for rejoicing.”
Jesus did not include the standard closing:

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen

Let’s practice the entire Lord’s Prayer, part by part:

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

10    your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us today our daily bread.

12    Forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

13  and lead us not into temptation,
         but deliver us from the evil one.’
