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Flow #9: The Cross & Your Life with Jesus

SCC  4.9.06  SRB

Flow Overview…
All right, here is the first part of our overview. So turn to the person that you’re here with and explain to them, what this is and what does it mean?

PICTURE OF RIVER AND 2 WATERFALLS Cindy, if you can, put the John 7:38 text at the bottom of the picture.  38Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” John 7:38NIV No big deal if this cant be done.
We’ve been talking through this whole series about how Jesus promises that people who

follow him really can enter into another kind of life where God is so close to them. In

John 7:38 Jesus says, “Whoever follows me,” as the Scriptures say, “out of his belly, out

of the core of his being, out of the very center  of who you are will flow rivers of living

water.” He meant the Holy Spirit of God – which is God Himself will flow inside of you.  We’ve talked about this promised life that people really did enter into of joy and peace and love.

PICTURE OF CLIFF - GAP

And we’ve talked about how for most people who are around church a lot, there is this

gap—the reality doesn’t look like this life. And Christians get into all kinds of goofy gap

management techniques. They think it’s just about, “I’ve got to try harder, get up

earlier.” Or they think, “I’ve just got to fake it and try to make other people think I’m

doing better than I really am.”  
Here’s another truth, I’ve not given you before. If you’ve never offered your belly, the core of your self to God, … if you’re doing your spirituality apart from Jesus, you, too, live in the gap.  You’re not experiencing life in the FLOW of God’s Spirit.  Gap management is so frustrating that a lot of people silently, quietly give up. 
PICTURE OF WATERFALL HEART
In John 7:38, John goes on to say that Jesus was referring by this river-image to the Holy Spirit who would come.  Remember a movie title, “A River Runs Through it?”   Jesus is saying that God has created, a river, a river of grace and spiritual nurture, and it’s available to you, every moment of your life.  What’s this FLOW series about?  A Spiritual River Runs Through our lives and we’re learning to live in the FLOW of that river. 
PICTURE OF SURFERS ON WAVE
And we talked about how spiritual life, in some ways, is like surfing where I don’t provide the power. God does. And if I wipe out, if I mess up, if I forget, which I do a lot, God just sends another wave, 
SURFER PICTURE #4 
and then another wave, 
SURFER PICTURE #5
and then another wave. 
SURFER PICTURE #3
Every moment of life there is a new wave of grace from God, an opportunity to live with him in the flow of his Spirit.

My job is to not to get in the way of the flow of the Spirit, not to grieve or quench the Spirit. The Bible talks about this metaphor. It’s used over and over in the New Testament: of putting off certain things and putting on certain things.

Following Jesus’ teaching we’re divided those kinds of destructive tendencies up into four categories and using the acronym “RAGS” because we’re learning to take off these rags. The “R” stands for resentment, anger. The “A” stands for anxiety, fear, worry. “G” stands for greed, mismanaged desire. And the “S” stands for superiority, a spirit of pride and selfrighteousness. We’re replacing old RAGS with the character of Christ.

We’re going to expect that over time we’re going to develop people who are really going to enter into a new kind of life. This morning I want to teach you how the cross and Jesus’ death for us, is critical to living in the FLOW. 
Bring Your Bible with you…
I got a couple of requests for the old Bibles we used to put under the chairs. If you need one, we got a supply out at the Welcome Center and you can get up and get one right now.  We move these chairs so often it wasn’t practical to keep moving, and destroying the Bibles. The Bible is the foundation of all our preaching so I encourage you, as a spiritual habit, to bring YOUR Bible with you each week and USE it, both here and in classes or small groups and throughout the week.
Turn with me to the Old Testament to Isaiah, chapter 52.  Isaiah was a prophet who lived in Israel 700+ years before Jesus was born.  He may have written this part of his book towards the end of his life, say the 680-690BC.  He writes both about judgment and salvation.  Judgement: Israel is like a vineyard that will be trampled if they don’t turn back to God. Still, God, even if they don’t will have compassion on his people and rescue them.  All through the Bible God is very patient and gentle and merciful with His people who turn away from Him constantly.  Over and over they blow it, spiritually.  Isaiah foretells of a day when God will change everything… the Messiah, the Savior will come.  
Isaiah 52 & 53 are amazing because 700 years before Jesus is even born, it’s describing HOW he would save us, through the cross.  Most of you know that Jesus was crucified. You may have heard the Jesus died for our sins.  But WHY?  Why was Jesus crucified?  What Isaiah is reveals is not just what happened, gruesome as it is, but Isaiah alson reveals to us God the Father’s heart, WHY God saves us. 
God the Father, has always intended to save us from the impossible problem of sin.  Let’s read Isaiah: 
1. The Cross and the Heart of the Father

Isaiah 52:13-53: 12 New Living Translation

13See, my servant will prosper; he will be highly exalted. 
Let’s stop right there. Jesus isn’t mentioned by name. How do we know it’s Jesus this is talking about?  As you listen to what’s being prophesied or foretold it’s incredible how closely Isaiah describes what actually happens to Jesus … 700 years later. 

14Many were amazed when they saw him—beaten and bloodied, so disfigured one would scarcely know he was a person. 
Many of you saw The Passion of the Christ.  Can you ever forget the scene where Pilate had Jesus is whipped, flogged?  Before it was over he was horribly disfigured.  

15And he will again startle many nations. Kings will stand speechless in his presence. For they will see what they had not previously been told about; they will understand what they had not heard about.
Isaiah is declaring that the Kings of the world will be unable to speak in Jesus presence.  Why is that? Because when they realize who He really is, being a king or a dictator or a president or prime minister is nothing compared to who Jesus, the Son of God, really is. He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  Kings will bow to Him.
Isaiah 53:3  still describing Jesus’ crucifixion…
3He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief. 
If you’ll read the story of Jesus death in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John (I’ve listed the chapters in your program in the Going Deeper section) you’ll discover that Jesus was despised by the religious leaders of his day.  He was rejected by his own people. Judas betrayed him, telling them where they could find him to arrest him.  Peter denied him and in the end none of the disciples stood up for him.  He was utterly alone when he was crucified.  Now, I tell you that both because it’s true and because many of you have similar experiences of being rejected, abandoned, betrayed and hurt by others.  


And when you go through that kind of hellish experience, it’s only human to ask, Why? Why God, do I have to go through this? You, like I have, struggle to understand.  But hear me clearly. I’m a Christian, a follower of Jesus.  Here’s a different question.  Jesus, how did you do that?  I want to know so I can be more like you, in the FLOW. How did you deal with being despised, rejected, betrayed?  I can’t keep it from happening, but I want to handle like you did. I am a follower of Jesus.


Next Isaiah tells us …
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way when he went by. He was despised, and we did not care.
Here’s the deal. When someone suffers, there’s always a group ready to judge them and say, “Well, I guess he had it coming.” She brought this on herself.  If he’d taken better care of himself and his family this never would have happened.  It she wasn’t so __________fill in the blank, so full of herself, or so stupid, or so perverted … But some times it isn’t that simple. Simple answers like, “what goes around comes around,” miss the point.  Jesus, in truth did NOT deserve death. We read:
4Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God for his own sins! 5But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were healed! 6All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.
How serious is sin?  Serious enough that to deal with it God the Father ordained the death of his own Son.  Jesus was innocent, a lamb without blemish.  But your sin and mine, yes Steve Brooks’ sin, required Jesus’ death.
In my lifetime the word “sin” has just about disappeared from our language. We talk about mistakes, dysfunction, broken homes or marriages.  I was driving behind a lady this week and her bumper sticker said, “I have issues.”  I’ll bet she does. She should be careful, because so does the pastor driving behind her.  

Clearly, one of the reasons sin isn’t talked about anymore is we, Christians, have had a serious superiority problem. We makes lists of sins, BIG sins, BAD sins, down to little sins.  Big sins are your sins. Little sins are my sins.  Not many people think of themselves a serious sinners and enemies of God.  “Well, I wasn’t really going against God; I just wasn’t going with Him?”  Really?! Are you serious?  You are seriously wrong if you think your sin isn’t serious.  Jesus said, “He who is not with Me is against me.”  Matt 12:30

God understands the seriousness of sin because every sin is a personal offense against God.  If that’s true there are no “little sins.”  Every sin we commit is a slap in God’s face. God knows the appalling destructiveness of sin.  For every sin committed He understands the full harm done to ourselves and to others as well as the to Him.  

Listen as I personalize Isaiah 53:4-6 4Yet it was MY weaknesses he carried; it was MY sorrows that weighed him down. And I  thought his troubles were a punishment from God for his own sins! 5But he was wounded and crushed for MY sins. He was beaten that I might have peace. He was whipped, and I AM  healed! 6All of us, STEVE INCLUDED,  have strayed away like sheep. I have left God’s paths to follow MY own. Yet the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.
Can you personalize Isaiah’s words?  Isaiah continues:
7He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
Reading from Matthew 27:12-14 listen: 12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
The skeptic says, but Jesus knew Isaiah said that, so he’s intentionally playing the role Isaiah describes. Do you really think Jesus was “faking it?”  Pretending?  That’s not the picture we get of how Jesus was in the belly of His being. 

Back to Isaiah: 
8From prison and trial they led him away to his death. Read about it in the gospels.
But who among the people realized that he was dying for their sins—that he was suffering their punishment? 9He had done no wrong, and he never deceived anyone. 
The Bible says Jesus was just as human as we are. He faced much of the tough stuff you face, including temptations, but he was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave.  That rich man’s name was Joseph of Arimathea.  
What Isaiah tells us next puts a microscope into the heart of God the Father.  God is all powerful. He could have stopped this crucifixion. He could have killed Jesus enemies. He could have sent legions of angels to protect Him, but if you think Jesus’ death is only the evil of human beings …. You don’t understand who God really is.  
10But it was the LORD’S good plan to crush him and fill him with grief. 
God had always planned to save us.  God had always known we would need saving.  God has always intended to make this sacrifice for us.  When John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.…”  That idea wasn’t as a last ditch effort to save a world run amuck.  God had intended to save us before the beginning of time. 

Revelation 13:8 describes Jesus as, “… the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  We experience God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a trinity of three persons in perfect relationship with one another. All three existed before time.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit are co-creator of the universe; read John 1:1ff.  All three where there when the bush was burning in front of a dumbfounded Moses. And when Jesus was born, Father, Son and Holy Spirit were all in on it.  Jesus wasn’t crucified by mistake.  Yes, it was sin that accomplished this terrible death, but God is greater than sin and it was the LORD’S good plan to crush him and fill him with grief, it was God’s plan to raise Jesus back to life again … more on that on Easter … and God’s plan to send the Holy Spirit into our deep inner lives so that like Rivers of Living Water we could learn to live in the FLOW of God.  Isaiah puts it …
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have a multitude of children, many heirs. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’S plan will prosper in his hands. 11When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of what he has experienced, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 
TURN WITH ME TO JOHN 10:17

The Cross, the Resurrection, the Gift of the Holy Spirit are intricately tied together; a package deal is a rather crass way to put it, but you can’t have one without the others.  The reason some of you are stuck in the gap is you think you’re forgiven and going to heaven, but Jesus didn’t die so you’d be forgiven and remain stuck in sin. He died so you’d experience the power that raised Him from the dead … so you’d live in the power of the FLOW of His Spirit flowing from your belly, and be transformed!!

Without the Cross, and the Resurrection AND the Holy Spirit, there is no FLOW, no river of grace to stand in, no power to be saved, no power to overcome RAGS, no power to be transformed.  


Over and over again Jesus told his followers that the cross was his destiny, and the resurrection, too. In Matthew 16, right after Peter proclaims, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” Jesus tells them that He not might, MUST go to Jerusalem where he will suffer, be killed and on the third day raised to life.  Peter doesn’t like what he hears and gets himself chewed out big time for even thinking Jesus shouldn’t go to the cross.  Listen to Jesus: 

2. The Cross & the Heart of Jesus

John 10:17-18 NLT



The Bible says, 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, Hebrews 12:2 Our salvation is Jesus’ joy.  

Like some of you I grew up in Michigan going to church.  I was bored most of the time, but I went. I remember when my mom starting really following Jesus. She changed.  It didn’t make sense to me.  It was more than going to church. She was in love with God.  I went off to college and it was time for “wine, women and song.” My roommate Mark was a Methodist minister’s son and I was the first person to ever get him drunk.  But the next year, 1971, when the Jesus People Movement hit the campus of Ohio Wesleyan University, Mark took me to the Sunday night, student led Bible Study and that spring I started following Jesus. By the time I went home I was sold out … not mature, not even close, but convinced I’d follow Jesus by faith for the rest of my life.  


It’s not been a smooth road, but I can tell you I love Jesus because I’m sure He loves me … I see it in the cross, in the power of the resurrection and in the Holy Spirit … rivers of living water flowing from my belly, more and more and more.  That was 35 years ago.  What about you?
3. The Cross & My Heart:
A. The Seriousness of Sin
If I’ve made you mad because I’m talking about your sin … I’ve got a question for you. Why are you so defensive?  God’s telling you, you’ve got a sin problem. We all do. It’s serious. But He loves you so much, He’s taken care of your sin problem.  SCC, we’re not going to fall into that old church trap of making a list of BIG sins and little sins.  My sin, your sin, all sin is serious and God has a gift for you sinners. Listen to Romans 5:6
Romans 5: 6-10  6When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. …8But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s judgment. 10For since we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his life. 11So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God—all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us in making us friends of God.
You and I can live in the FLOW, in the River of God’s Spirit, the River of Grace because Jesus died for God’s enemies.  Without grace, I am God’s enemy.  I have certainly lived like an enemy of God.  6All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  That’s what God’s enemies do. But Jesus loves God’s enemies and offers you this gift. You can become a friend of God, through faith in Jesus.  The Friends of God get the gift of forgiveness. The friends of God get the gift of eternal life. The friends of God get the gift of the Holy Spirit flowing inside of them. The friends of God get to be transformed – in their bellies, the core of their beings – into people who think, feel and live like Jesus.  And who do I get this gift? Faith. I trust God to give and keep giving me His gifts.  Again, listen: 
B. Freedom through Grace
Romans 5:1-2 NIV 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.
Friends, that is the truth Springs Community Churches is founded on.  We are at peace with God, even though once I was his enemy, because of Jesus Christ, His cross, His resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit FLOWING in me.  And how is this possible?  through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  We say it simply: Stand in Grace River.  

Listen: 
Romans 8:1-2 NLT 1So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2For the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you through Christ Jesus from the power of sin that leads to death.

The power of the life-giving spirit frees you; let’s you say from your belly, THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION FOR ME BECAUSE I’M IN CHRIST JESUS.  [repeat it together]

Who here has climbed Pikes Peak on foot? Whose done the Pike’s Peak Hill Climb?  We are not worthy!!  I’m a chicken.  Ok, whose driven up Pike’s Peak?  Question: What’s easier, going up or coming down?  Yes, I know you have to be really careful coming down, but gravity makes it easier to come down.  


That’s Paul’s point in Romans 8:32.  
C. Life in the Flow
Romans 8:31-39

31What can we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32Since God did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t God, who gave us Christ, also give us everything else?  
God, who loved you when you were his enemy, is not going to give up on you now that you’re his friend, even if you’re not real good at following Jesus, yet.  Life in the FLOW is your future … go to our website and you can listen to this whole series.  The truth of this will change your life, if you’ll take it to heart … or to belly.  
… 34Who then will condemn us? Will Christ Jesus? No, for he is the one who died for us and was raised to life for us and is sitting at the place of highest honor next to God, pleading for us.
35Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? … What’s the answer? NO!!!
4. Living in the FLOW through the Cross

A. Remember what Jesus did For you … as a grace gift.
Remember the cross. Remember the resurrection.  Help us set our minds on your Holy Spirit.  Remember, grace is a gift, given continually.  won’t God, who gave us Christ, also give us everything else?  SAY YES.  

This week, read the stories in the gospels of Jesus death and resurrection.  

B. Connect to Him … He is alive!!
He is alive. He’s been with us all morning.  Do you sense His presence?  God give us faith.  His Holy Spirit is flowing like a river, now, for you, inside of you.  God help us believe.  Get into a small group, a life group, where you can learn spiritual disciplines or practices that will help you sense the Spirit of God.  
C. Live by faith  … Grow in Grace.

Grace is the power of God to accomplish what you, by yourself, could never accomplish.  Faith is how you grow. Faith is trusting God. You do it when you start with Jesus. I trust Jesus – My Savior. You do it more and more and more. God gives us radical trust in you.
Prayer:  Great God of the Cross and Empty Tomb. I know You as Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit.  This week I thank you for what you have given to me … and what a gift it is. The gift of life, of salvation, of forgiveness, of HOPE and real transformation. You invite me to live my life in the Flow of Your Spirit.  I accept your invitation…by grace.  Lord, keep me in awe of Heaven, and rooted on earth … full of Your Spirit, more and more becoming like Jesus, and living for others, like He did.  HE IS ALIVE!! Alleluia. 

Going Deeper

1. This week, read the accounts of Jesus death & resurrection at the end of the gospels. Matthew 26-28, Mark 14-16, Luke 22-24, John 18-21

 
      What does this reveal to you about God’s heart for you and the world?

2. Reflect on the truth that God the Father has always intended to redeem us through Jesus, as revealed in Isaiah 52-53.

3. What does Jesus’ death mean to you personally?

4. How seriously do you/we take sin?  How seriously does the world? 

5. Salvation is by grace alone. How does the story of Jesus’ death, resurrection and His gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) reveal that grace is a gift?

6. How could you develop a regular spiritual discipline of:

A. Remembering what Jesus did for you as a grace gift?

B. Connecting to Him, He is Alive!!

C. Living by faith … growing in grace.  

Prayer:  Great God of the Cross and Empty Tomb. I know You as Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit.  This week I thank you for what you have given to me … and what a gift it is. The gift of life, of salvation, of forgiveness, of HOPE and real transformation. You invite me to live my life in the Flow of Your Spirit.  I accept your invitation…by grace.  Lord, keep me in awe of Heaven, and rooted on earth … full of Your Spirit, more and more becoming like Jesus, and living for others, like He did.  HE IS ALIVE!! Alleluia. 
