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Easter 2007
HE IS ALIVE!!

SCC   4.8.07   SRB

Part 1:
God changes people’s lives...  still today!  For instance, I know a man, who's struggled with addiction to alcohol for years.  Then he met Jesus, alive, and present in his every day life.  And God gave him the power to overcome his addiction, not alone, but with the help of others who understand the Jesus is powerfully present to help us.

This was true in the life of the apostle Paul.  Paul hated Christians.  He stood by and watched while one of the leaders of the early Christian church was murdered, a guy named Stephen.  Paul was thrilled to see Stephen die. And then one day the unthinkable happened.  He was on his way to persecute still more Christians, when Paul met Jesus, unmistakably alive, and it changed his life.


Paul realized that meeting Jesus was not something he could take credit for.  Paul met Jesus, because Jesus took the initiative.  It was the grace of God.  Listen:  
1 Corinthians 15:10 NIV

10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

Hear me clearly.  Grace is how Paul got started with Jesus, again it was God's initiative, but grace is how Paul learned to live every day of his life.  
Many of you have a mistaken idea about what grace is.  Grace is God doing for us what we can not do by ourselves. {repeat]  
That doesn't mean God's against our working at this life of following Jesus.  That's why Paul says, "I worked harder than all of them."  God's not against you putting some effort into following Jesus.  He just wants you to know that you can't do it apart from His constant gifts of grace.  Listen to the same passage from the message translation.
1 Corinthians 15:10 The Message

10But because God was so gracious, so very generous, here I am. And I’m not about to let his grace go to waste. Haven’t I worked hard trying to do more than any of the others? Even then, my work didn’t amount to all that much. It was God giving me the work to do, God giving me the energy to do it.

We have a motto at Springs community church that captures this idea that we live every moment of every day by the grace of God, and our motto is:
SCC’S motto: STAND IN GRACE RIVER

I said, God changes people's lives today.  I have often told this church that I am hardwired, like most preachers, as a people pleaser.  Not a real attractive quality in a guy who's supposed to be following Jesus.  But hear me well.  I’ve learned how to work at this. When I'm faced with a tough decision, I’ve learned to surround myself with godly counselors, men and women, who help me pursue what God wants, not what Steve thinks will make people happy.  And here's the secret.  We don't listen to just one opinion.  We carefully weigh all perspectives that are biblically grounded.  And God is very faithful to lead us. We work hard at this, yet not US, but the grace of God that is with us.  So why not learn to Stand in grace River.
Part 2:

SCC’S motto: STAND IN GRACE RIVER


Standing in grace River is not like shopping at Wal-Mart, where you can pick and choose whatever you want.  Standing in grace River is about you meeting Jesus personally and receiving the gifts he wants to give you for your life situation.  Grace, then, is about an intimate connection with Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 15:3-6 NIV
3For what I received … stop right there. Have you ever known someone who is a great leader?  The kind of person who is decisive, who likes to get things done?  Paul was that kind of guy.  But Paul isn’t telling us here what he decided to do, he's telling us what he "received."  God gave him what he's passing on two of us. 
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, when Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane, "Father, if this cup can pass from the, nevertheless, not my will but thy will be done," its very clear that the cross was God's will, so that our sins, would be forgiven. … Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  

I know some of you struggle with the idea that Jesus died and rose again.  Let's be honest, this kind of thing does not happen in our natural world.  In fairness, resurrections simply don't happen every day. Paul is making it abundantly clear that hundreds of people had seen Jesus is alive.

Thomas, one of Jesus 12 disciples, didn't believe it until they saw with his own eyes.  Which prompts Jesus to say, “blessed are those who don't see and yet believe.” 

This is my 30th Easter as an ordained pastor.  Not once has Jesus showed up in the flesh.  We're the people who don't see, and yet believe.  We believe, because of the stories of those who did see him in the flesh, like Paul and Peter and 500 others.  And we believe, because he continues to change our lives.

Last fall, Cheryl Holland told her story about seven 1/2 years of therapy to deal with her childhood sexual abuse! Talk about working hard.  And yet Cheryl will tell you that the joy she experiences deep inside today is because of the grace of God.  Changed lives. 


What Paul has told us is that Christ died for our sins.  Friends, that's how we begin with Jesus.  But because Jesus is alive, following Jesus is learning to meet him in the everyday stuff of our lives. And as we meet him, grace gives us the power to do life like he would do it instead of the old way we used to do it.n

We just heard a song that said this:
Choir: Just call me Jesus; I’ve come to make things new. 
Just call me Jesus; I am here for you. 

I’m the Son of God, but still the Son of man. 
Just call me Jesus, your new best Friend.

Paul goes on to say this.  I'm reading from the message translation:

1 Corinthians 15: 12-14 The Message
12Now, let me ask you something profound yet troubling. If you became believers because you trusted the proclamation that Christ is alive, risen from the dead, how can you let people say that there is no such thing as a resurrection? 13If there’s no resurrection, there’s no living Christ. 14And face it—if there’s no resurrection for Christ, everything we’ve told you is smoke and mirrors, and everything you’ve staked your life on is smoke and mirrors. 

If all were doing is playing religion, because Jesus is not alive, then lets just quit and go home.  If Jesus is not alive, and the change had been telling you about in my own life is nothing more than some psychological fools gold.  Same for the alcoholic and Cheryl Holland.

But if Jesus is alive, you've got a new best friend.  Have you told Jesus you want him to be your best friend?  You can do that today, if you want.  Because if you’ve got a best friend, who has defeated death, who is the son of God, and who is with us today offering to us the power that raised him from the dead, your life, too, can be changed, by the grace of God.
How Do I Experience Jesus, Alive, Risen from the Dead?

You experience Jesus, alive, risen from the dead first through faith.
1. The role of Faith
Hebrews 11:1
NIV says:
1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.


Faith is based on the real life stories of the men and women of the Bible, and on our own real life stories.  I guess you'll have to decide that those stories are credible. 

There is a great story of the scientist, Carl Sagan, sitting at a dinner with a pastor.  He began to argue against the existence of God.  The pastor turned to Carl and asked, "are you married?"  Dr. Sagan replied, "yes."  A pastor asked, "does your wife love you?"  Dr. Sagan replied, “yes,” again. Then the pastor asked, "can you prove it?" The point being that there are all kinds of things in life that are real and true, which don't lend themselves to scientific proof.


I invite you today to consider exercising faith in the God, you cannot see, and in Jesus, who is alive!

How Do I Experience Jesus, Alive, Risen from the Dead?
2. The role of Prayer – Communicating with God 
Since Jesus is alive, we experience him through prayer.  Prayer is not, as many people 

think, some very religious way of talking.  Prayer is when I opened the deepest part of who I am to who God really is.  Listen:

Matthew 6:9-13 The Message
9With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply. Like this:
Our Father in heaven, Reveal who you are.
10Set the world right; Do what’s best— as above, so below.
11Keep us alive with three square meals.
12Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.
13Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.
You’re in charge! You can do anything you want!
You’re ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.
For the next four weeks, I'm going to be teaching you how to connect deeply to God through prayer.  Next Sunday, I'll teach you what the Lord's prayer really means. I'm especially excited for the last Sunday of April.  My friend, Tim Vink will be teaching us about the power of healing prayer.  Tim is my mentor in healing prayer, Psalm excited for him to be your mentor, too.  In fact, that Sunday, if you want prayer for healing for you or someone you love, you will have a chance to actually do it. 
3. The role of Grace

Remember, grace is God doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  Grace works allow with us putting forth some effort, or grace is always the greater part.

1 Corinthians 15: 19-20

19If all we get out of Christ is a little inspiration for a few short years, we’re a pretty sorry lot. 20But the truth is that Christ has been raised up, the first in a long legacy of those who are going to leave the cemeteries.

Death is not going to win in our lives.  When this body stops breathing, at that moment I will be as alive as Jesus is. Many of you have friends and loved ones who have died.  Our hope is that with faith in Jesus, the best part of life is yet to come.  Do you believe it?


I close me a as we began:
Corinthians 15:10 NIV

10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.
SCC: Let us help you Stand in Grace River

GOING DEEPER QUESTIONS YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS & SMALL GROUP:
1. Why is Jesus’ resurrection hard for people to believe?
2. Paul says he “received” this truth. 1 Cor.15:3. What would you say you have received from God as opposed to figuring out on your own?

3. If Jesus is not risen what happens to our faith?

4. If Jesus id risen what happens to our faith?

5. Get personal about how Faith, Prayer and Grace play a role in your life.
6. How do the words “by the grace of God, I am what I am” fit your life?

7. Pray together. 

