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Prayer #2: Spiritual Warfare
SCC  5.22.07   SRB

The  earliest Christians had a saying: Jesus is Lord!  It was a simple statement, but it was all encompassing.  Jesus is Lord of my life.  Jesus is Lord of creation.  Jesus is Lord of the earth, of nations, of governments, of culture. Jesus is Lord of the church.  And, Jesus is Lord over … evil.


Of course, for you and I to announce Jesus is Lord, is to declare from the depths of my being that Jesus is Lord over me, over my government, over my culture, church, and over the evil I have to confront.  And it raises a question for the depths of your being, is Jesus, Lord?  Lord of everything... including the Virginia Tech massacre.  Including the evil I have to face. Jesus is Lord! (Say that with me).  

We are learning to connect with God through prayer.  Last week, we prayed, "and lead us not into temptation, but deliver of us from the evil one."  Part of the Lord's prayer.

Virginia Tech …. Why?
We were all shocked by the evil at Virginia Tech this week.  33 students dead, including the shooter.  The question comes, why did this happen?  Jim O’Rilley was talking with Dennis Miller on Fox news, and Dennis, who is hardly a spiritual giant, declared.  “There is evil out there.”  About what is this evil? Was it...
a. a crazy man?, b. slow response?, c. the devil?

d. What is the spiritual dimension of this situation?

How would Jesus think about the evil at Virginia Tech?

I know that some of you struggle with the concept that there is a devil, or Satan, a personal, spiritual source of evil.  It just seems safer to attribute with the Bible calls the devil, to a culture that was pre-scientific and less medically advanced than we are.


The problem is, an honest reading of Jesus's life, leads to the conclusion that he really did believe that devil was real, and someone we would have to fight against.  In ...
Luke 4:1-13 we read
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.


Luke goes into detail about the nature of Jesus, temptation.  It's a dialogue with the devil, and Jesus wins the battle. Then in …

Luke 13:10-17 Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath, even though it was against religious law.  To heal on the Sabbath.  Jesus defends his action by pointing out that everyone gives water to their animals on the Sabbath, so why can't God heal on the Sabbath?
16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”

He clearly believes that there is an evil spiritual side to her sickness.  And Jesus, who is Lord, set her free by healing her. Finally, in…
Mt 12:25-28 Jesus was being accused of casting out demons because he used the power of the devil, versus the power of God.  His response is clear:
25Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

The kingdom of God has come upon us.  Say it again, Jesus is Lord! John, in his first lecture makes this statement, " the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world, “meaning Jesus is much, much greater than the devil.  God's promise is that if you learn to stand against your enemy.  He will always have power for you to defeat the devil.

Jesus’ World view …Jesus’ Followers learn to think like Jesus. 


But my starting place is to challenge you to think like Jesus and to accept Jesus world view… His understanding of what is real and true.

I’m going to invite Harry Ness to join me.

Grace River Story, Harry Ness: Director of Prayer Ministry @ SCC

Ephesians 6:10-18

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
We just celebrated Easter.  The power that raised Jesus from the dead, is available to us to do battle with our enemy, the devil.  The thing I want you to be careful with easy old cartoon picture of a guy who has an Angel on one shoulder, and the devil on his other shoulder.  And he's trying to make up his mind.  The devil is no match for the power of God.  So they're cartoon picture is truly goofy.


Instead, as a follower of Jesus, I am learning to live by the power of God, in everything I do, including doing battle with the enemy.
11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 


Clearly, I am learning to stand, to recognize and stand against the Devils schemes.  The power of God is available from me to learn to stand and to keep standing in Jesus Christ.  But most of us are going to need to learn how to stand.  And that's where Paul is going to take us.
12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 


Most of us have people struggles … that person(s) you have trouble getting along with. What if … the flesh and blood person isn’t the real problem? What if the devil takes our personality differences and whispers, “you can’t get along with a jerk like that? You’re on the right side. They’re on the wrong side. So attack … or withdraw but do not work at loving them like Jesus did.”


The question is this: where is the power of God in this?  Where is the Holy Spirit?  We are naive if we miss that Satan wants to divide us, discourage us, defeat us if he can.  What’s the spiritual dimension of your human conflicts?  Stand in Jesus mighty power, so we can love our enemies, or maybe just love those people who are hard to get along with.  Honestly, it's pretty hard that love them on your own strength alone.  But standing in the power of God, filled with his Holy Spirit, my life is a demonstration not of my ability but of God's ability!

 
Years ago, when I was a youth pastor in Omaha, there was an elder in the church whose kids didn’t connect with me. He decided I was the wrong guy for their youth ministry and was actively working to get the Sr. Pastor to let me go.  I actually went to a pastor engaged in my resignation.  

I thought the elder was the problem, until a good friend, also an elder, told me that if I would humble myself, in true Christ-like brokenness, God could then work. I'm here to tell you, that God turn that whole situation around.  When I made the choice to stand in God's power instead of Steve's power.  Humbling ourselves is essential if we want to experience God's power.
Paul now tells us how to stand in God's power.

13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

The picture Paul is portraying is like the picture of an ancient Roman soldier, only the weapons we fight with are not personally weapons.  We fight with God's power, not our own.
14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, 

Two things I need to tell you about truth.  One, truth is uncompromising.  Two, truth is incarnational. By uncompromising, I mean, that when the disciples followed Jesus.  They wanted to live that truth as clearly as he lived the truth.  The truth of Jesus is the life.  The truth of Jesus is full of grace.  The truth of Jesus arrives in our lives.  When the kingdom of God arrives in our lives. Life, and grace, and the kingdom are not three separate things.  They are all part of the truth.  Jesus taught.


By incarnational, I mean that in Jesus, truth was once a baby, like the little babies.  We baptized today.  Truth was once a child, like Jonathan a five-year-old, we will baptized today.  Truth was once a teenager...HELLO!!  And Jesus began his ministry, he did not build the church.  And ask people to come to him, Jesus went to the people.  Prostitutes, tax collectors, lepers, and all kinds of sinners.  He had this incredible ability to be with human beings, and yet call them to the life God wanted them to live.

And one day, truth, gave his life for sinners. And three days later, truth rose from the dead, and the power to raise Jesus is the power we live by…the Power of God in us. Following Jesus, is about learning about the truth of Jesus without compromise, and with the power to see sinners lives transformed… including our own.

I am reading a book by a pastor named Alan Hirsch called, The Forgotten Ways.

Alan pastor at a church in Melbourne, Australia, called South Melbourne Restoration Community. It is an inner-city church.  And they planted a daughter, congregation. "The first church plant was in St. Kilda, Melbourne's red light district and was called Matthew’s Party. This was a "street church" focused on reaching drug addicts and prostitutes.  But the sending church was transformed as well.  It morphed into a church of 20 and 30-year-olds, about 400 people, mainly singles, 40% of whom came from the gay and lesbian subcultures.  What made this more unique was that we did not take a politically correct, pro--gay stance, theologically speaking, but graciously called all people into a life long following of Jesus, which for some would involve life long celibacy; others whose desire and will were strong pursued heterosexual relationships.  We still remained committed to ministry on the fringes, only now it was alienated young adults and gay people.”

Do you catch it?  They were living: Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, uncompromising and incarnational, like Jesus.

If we compromise his truth we are not giving people the kingdom life.  Jesus promised.  But if we fail to be incarnational, taking this life to people who don't know Jesus, blessing them, and loving them, there is no demonstration of God's power.
In fact, we end up becoming the very religious club Jesus stood against.  For 2000 years, the followers of Jesus have been learning how to be in the world, but not all of the world.  And you need the power of God to live there.  And you and I can pray and asked God for power greater than our own.  God graciously gives when we sincerely ask.

14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist,
with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

A breastplate, for a Roman soldier, covered the whole front of his body.  If you have put your faith in Jesus, as your Lord, God declares that the righteousness and goodness that was Jesus alone is now given as a gift of grace to you.  Make no mistake, there are a lot of rough edges in my life; changes that still need to be made.  But God sees me, not as Steve Brooks, standing alone.  God sees the Holy Spirit living inside of me and sees me, not only as a work in progress. God sees me as the finished Steve.  I will be someday, like Jesus, my lord.

So righteousness is a gift already given.  And righteousness is a gift, that is currently transforming who I am.  The Holy Spirit is available to me to live my life, fully!  When I say living my life fully  I mean, God's power is available so I can live like Jesus lived his life.


Friends, the whole idea of following Jesus is to take his words, he's teaching, and put them in into practice in my life.  We had this crazy idea in America that a Christian is someone who goes to church on Sunday.  Jesus never called anyone to become a Christian.  Jesus called people to follow him.  And they all understood that to follow him was to become like him… living their lives like he lived his life… righteousness.


So righteousness is a gift from God, both because he's declared I am righteous, because so Jesus and because he is making it so in my everyday life.  

PERSONAL EXAMPLE

  15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

I'm hoping what you're beginning to realize is that standing in the power of God.  Always has two dimensions: what we receive from God as citizens of his kingdom and how we in turn then to live our lives.


The gospel of peace is first a gift we receive and then it’s a gift we give to others. Earlier in this same letter Paul writes;
Ephesians 2:13-18 The Message

13Now because of Christ—dying that death, shedding that blood—you who were once out of it altogether are in on everything.
14The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep each other at a distance. 15He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated by centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody.
16Christ brought us together through his death on the Cross. The Cross got us to embrace, and that was the end of the hostility. 17Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders and peace to us insiders. 18He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father.

We call ourselves Peacemaker's, both because we have peace with God through Jesus and because Jesus said blessed are the peacemakers. Again, both of these are clearly a demonstration of the power of God.  Paul says to the Corinthians, "God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.  And he has given us the Ministry of reconciliation."


Friends, we need the power that raised Jesus from the dead to work.peace at Virginia Tech, in Iraq, Afghanistan, with the Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle East, and right here in our own lives.  Peace with God, that produces peace with one another.

Father, we pray for more of your peace to work deeply within us.
16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

I spoke to you several weeks ago that the devil is a liar.  Speaking of the devil.  Jesus said, "When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies." John 8:44  The trouble is, we don't always recognize his lies for what they are.  This is one of the compelling reasons why we need one another.  I named thinks something is the truth, and you may see me being sucked into a lie.  Examples: our culture when it defines love Hollywood style; the idea that some people are supposed to dominate other people without Christ like servant; this would include husbands and wives, employers and employees, and neighbors; the idea that God is a Republican, or a Democrat, or that any one party at the corner on the kingdom of God.  I could go on, but I think you get the point.

We need each other and organs and live in the kingdom of God first, and in order to expose our tendency to believe, the devil's lies.  And we need faith. Faith in God in both his truth and his love will always triumph over the lies of the enemy.  This does not mean that we have to agree with one another about everything.  God is not calling us to uniformity.  But our unity is around our common faith in Jesus as Lord.  And our love for one another, reminds us to help one another expose the lies of the devil.


Look at someone nearby and say to them, "my faith needs you."  
17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

The helmet of salvation is again a gift from God.  But hear me clearly: I was saved when Jesus died on the cross; I in being saved, right now as God's Spirit works in me; and I will be saved when Jesus comes back again, or when I enter glory. Salvation is a past present and future reality.
 
The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.  This is a weapon I carry both to transform my own life, and to help others experience.  Jesus kind of life.  Using the Bible to attack others.  When I haven't used it on my own life is horrible hypocrisy.  But humbly myself before the word of God and inviting others to experience its life is an experience that has unique total qualities to it.


Listen to this quote by the musician Rich Mullins:
“The Bible is not a book for the faint of heart – it is a book full of all the greed and glory and violence and tenderness and sex and betrayal that befits mankind.  It is not the collection of pretty little anecdotes mouthed by pious little church mice – it does not so much nibble at our shoe leather as it cuts to the heart and splits the marrow from the bone.  It does not give us answers fitted to our small-minded questions, but truth that goes beyond what we even know to ask.”           Rich Mullins
18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
Prayer is something that comes from deep within us.  Prayer is our connection with God, deep calling to deep. Prayer is how we live life and how we fight the good fight.  I say the good fight, because God intends to win.  He who began this good work in you will see it through to completion.
All kinds of prayers and requests, it's a mistake to think there is only one right way to do this.  Some of us pray better alone.  Some of us pray better together.  But this is the call to keep praying for each other… and next Sunday that’s what we will do when Tim Vink teaches us about healing prayer.

Question: do you know anybody who needs to be here next week?  Why don't you bring them?

The Message: Ephesians 6:10-18

A Fight to the Finish
10And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. 11So take everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. 12This is no afternoon athletic contest that we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels.
13Be prepared. You’re up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it’s all over but the shouting you’ll still be on your feet. 14Truth, righteousness, 15peace, 16faith, 17and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You’ll need them throughout your life. God’s Word is an indispensable weapon. 18In the same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.
Practice ….Linda Brooks shares. Consistory & Staff comes forward. Harry Ness prays.
Going Deeper:

1. What are your honest thoughts or experience with the devil?
2. How do you think like Jesus about evil? How do you struggle with this?

3. How would you like to better connect to the prayer ministry at SCC?

4. Do you have any battles now that are spiritual?

5. Go over the armor of God together and discuss what’s real.

6. Pray together

