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Discipleship #2: means practicing radical love
SCC   3.4.07  SRB


I’m going to show you a video clip on discipleship by Rob Bell, called Dust. The title, Dust, comes from the saying from Jesus day, may you follow your Rabbi so closely that your will be covered in the dust from his sandals.  Rob Bell actually got this from Ray Vander Laan who does the series, That the World May Know, but Rob Bell is a bit shorter in his presentation.  Even so this is 15 minutes but it’s so good I want you to pay close attention to this DVD called Dust. 
Video Clip: Robb Bell, Dust   15 minutes

Summary of Video Clip:

A disciple wants to know what his Rabbi knows so he can do what his Rabbi does so he can BE like his Rabbi.  Are you Jesus’ disciple? Are you following Jesus so closely that you are cover in the dust from Jesus sandals?  
SCC’s Mission and vision:
Matthew 28:16-20 NIV
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. The cross and the resurrection happened in Jerusalem, but now Jesus has sent them back home, up north in Galilee.  17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Doubted? But Jesus is alive and they’ve actually seen him.  But then we struggle with doubt, too. Doubt because life is hard. Doubt because Jesus doesn’t always come thru for us the way I think He should. Doubt because my rational brain wrestles with my faith, some days more than others. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. “All Authority. God has given Jesus all God’s authority in heaven and on earth.  This is the One who healed all kinds of people with God’s authority, cast out demons with God’s authority, overcame sin with authority and rose from the dead … the ultimate authority.  Now God’s authority is all his.  Listen carefully because Jesus loves you and in love gives us this commission: 19Therefore go and make disciples you know what a disciple is now, someone who wants to BE like their Rabbi, Jesus. of all nations, all people groups, all ethnicities, all nationalities. baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  not just the ceremony with the water, baptize them into the life experience with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  [hold up Bible] first we need to know what’s in here so we can BE what God intends for us. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  This is the powerful promise that makes the preceeding possible. We do this with Jesus, not on our own. He is with us right now.  The most powerful force in the universe is here. 

Sandwiched between the announcement of Jesus authority and His promise to be with us is the Great Commission … SCC’s mission. 


Jesus is King, of the universe, of my life, of this church, of all churches because he only has one church, and Jesus is King of even yhis unbelieving world, whom He loves, they just don’t know it. 

King of my life means I’m His disciple. I’ve been His disciple since the spring of 1971, when I first started following Him in college. Get rid of the idea that disciples are heavy weight Christians, or just the really serious ones. All Christian are called to BE like Jesus, or you are not a Christian at all. And were not very good at it in the beginning, but friend this is all by grace. We start out by grace and we grow by grace so join me in standing in Grace River. It’s the only place to live. 

We come to Jesus as our savior. And ask him to save me and then I follow Him for the rest of my life. Would you like to make Jesus your savior? Pray…
The Great Commission means:


MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS (all ethnic peoples).

· Go … at school go. At work go. At whatever sports you play … go. 
Jesus didn’t call the church to come. He called the church to go. This doesn’t mean cramming God down people’s throats. It means loving them, blessing them, and connecting with them human to human, and as you enter their world they’ll ask you about God and be prepared to tell them. 
· Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Experience a loving daddy in heaven, Jesus my savior, The Holy Spirit, God inside of me with power. 
· Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

I’m learning about God’s power to heal … I’m very much a student. You may wish your pastor had it all figured out but I, like you, am still learning about all the things he taught us. So lets learn together. Community … by grace and by truth.  
God is calling all of us to make new disciples who spend their lives following Jesus so we can BE like Jesus.


Write down the name of someone God’s put in your life to GO to. Or just think about them. Pray for them and us … walk across the room …
Growing in Grace:

1. Full time Children’s pastor: The person we hire as our children’s pastor will join a team who understands that first we empower parents and families to live this life of discipleship; then we run children’s ministries to support families.  My three (now 5) kids, all have different journey’s with Jesus, and Linda and I have tried to respect the unique journey each one has been on, but we’ve also been LIVING THE LIFE OURSELVES, sharing opening our ups and downs, and encouraging them … when they were open to dialog. This church played a wonderful support role in all of that … but not the primary role. 
2. New Ministry to 20s & 30s, especially to people not following Jesus. God is 

calling us to start a ministry for 20’s and 30’s who don’t know Jesus today. Some of them have kids in our preschool. Some of them work with you or live down the street from you. Do you know someone under 40 who isn’t connected to God?  Rob & Mary Denler are working with Cris & Felicia Barnhart to launch this new ministry. 
3. Teaching Pastor: We are looking for a pastor who might very well be the next 

lead pastor, that’s my position now, of SCC.  If God grants me healing, which I know were all praying for, that may be a decade from now. If my healing doesn’t come, it will be sooner … but remember Jesus is head of this church not SRB. My leaders tell me they hear comments that if Steve isn’t preaching I’m going to another church. Friends, if that’s your opinion you’re following the wrong guy. Get your eyes on Jesus and off of SRB. 

We hope to hire a team mate who will help me leave a legacy … Acts 2 … a community filled with the Spirit who live e great commission.    

4. Commissioned Leaders.  Some of you are being called to be trained to fulfill 

your calling as serving leaders … pursuing life like Jesus lived, but equippimg others to do the same. You are being cslled by God to know what adisciple must know and to do what adiscple must do and to be what a follower of Jesus must be …become.  
5. Mortgage.  Growing in Grace, makes sure that we pay our mortgage on this 

building … because building just houses the lives of people.  We don’t want to get into a bad place paying our mortgage, just like you don’t want to personally, becaue it takes away from the ministry wee called to … priorities are clear. 
6. Missions 10%.  SCC doesn’t exist to be a great church. We exist to 

accomplish God’s purposes for building His kingdom. He is King and so many don’t know about the grace Jesus wants to give them. Do you remember whem you didn’t know.  God is calling us to GO take it to the world he loves.
God is calling all of us to make new disciples who spend their lives following Jesus (like we are) so we can BE like Jesus.

Disciples follow this:

Matthew 9:13 Need for Salvation
“… For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”


This reminds us of God’s grace. SRB is a sinner. I sinned this week. God’s still working his transformation in me … by his patient grace. You too?  
Mark 10:45   Sacrifice versus self-promotion

45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

I’m not a leader 1st. I’m a servant 1st.  I serve you, your staff, your board of elders and deacons … I’m accountable to them and to God … as a servant first. God helps Steve’s ego not get in the way …
Luke 4:18-19   Deliverance by Jesus
18    “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
 good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
 prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”


Jesus, help us to declare good news to people about your grace. To make disciples who understand the power of grace …daily. Help us set people free. To heal … to release the oppressed … to shout 2007 IS THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR. [SAY THAT WITH ME]

John 3:17   Salvation versus condemnation
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Religion condemns. Jesus saves and gives life in all its fullness. 
John 6:38-39   Losing none who come
38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 

Jesus won’t lose you …even when you screw up big time. Repent …it’s normal to repent … tell god you’re sorry and wiloing by his spirit to change. 

John 10:10   Giving life, not stealing it
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

To the full.  Look backwards, disciples. Is Jesus giving you life with more meaning and purpose and joy?
Matthew 22:37-40
37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
John 15:12-17

12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.  

Love one another and love the people in this world he loves. Be Jesus in this lost and broken world until they see Him. And love Him for themselves.

Pledge cards:
Leadership Commitment – Scott & Carol Sammon announcement

Prayer for Growing in Grace
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