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FLOW #6: GREED, Overcoming Misplaced Desires

SCC  3.19.06   SRB & Rob Denler

We start, again, as we’ve been doing through this series, by doing a bit of a

review. And it’s been a couple of weeks, so some of you are a little rusty and some of you are hearing this for the first time. . 
PICTURE OF RIVER & WATERFALL

Here’s what we’ve been talking about: Jesus, our master teacher, talks about the kind of life that is promised to those who become his followers. It is a life characterized by love and joy and peace. It’s life of another kingdom, and invisible reality … invisible but real, and it’s available here and now. Jesus called it the Kingdom of God and we call it Grace River, and they are synonymous. We’ve talked about how the reality of our personal experience, for many people in churches, is something that falls far short of this.

PICTURE OF CLIFF - GAP

There is this gap and a lot of people end up in churches, sadly, just doing gap

management and thinking, “I’ve just got to try harder or I’ve got to pretend that things

are better than they are or I’ve got to fake it,” or people just quietly give up.

PICTURE OF RIVER & WATERFALL

Then we said what if Jesus really meant it when he says in John 7:38: “Whoever believes in me,” as the Scriptures say, “out of his belly—out of the very core or his or her being will flow rivers of living water.”  Living Water, John tells us, Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit.  Getting back in the FLOW is getting having God’s Spirit flowing within us. 

We taught you that your mind is the primary place you encounter the Holy Spirit so Jesus followers are learning to “set their minds” on spiritual things, this invisible reality of God’s grace.  Jesus taught that …
PICTURE OF SURFERS ON WAVES

Grace is like waves. God keeps sending one after another, waves of grace and I’m learning to get back up on my board and ride the next wave, especially after I fall down.  
What if my job is to not to get in the way of the Spirit who is available to me every moment? Right here, right now.  
We talked about how “We ought to be putting off things that disconnect us from the Flow of God’s Spirit.  I’m using this acronym of RAGS—we’re called to put off R-resentment, A-anxiety, and today, Put off G-greed, misplaced desires.  
We really can expect, over time—if the spirit is flowing in our lives— to be changed, to be gradually becoming more like our teacher, Jesus, the One that we follow. And that’s what it means to live in the kingdom, in the FLOW. Life is available, as a gift of grace.

But the good news isn’t just that you get to go to heaven when you die. It’s about the availability of this kingdom now. That we can live in the flow of the Spirit. I’ve asked Rob Denler to do this with me today. Rob is our Director of Youth Ministries.  Before Rob shares, watch this...  
END OF OVERVIEW

DRAMA
SONG: HOLD ME JESUS

Rob Denler: 

By greed, I don’t want to talk just about money, but about greed for all kinds of

things—about mismanaged desire and appetites and longings of all kinds. We’ll start

with this observation. All of us are driven by our desires. James puts it like this: “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something, but don’t get it.”

How’s that for and accurate diagnosis of the human condition?  We have all kinds of problems like quarrels and fights, but those are really symptoms of a deeper problem, and the deeper problem is our own desire. We desire, sometimes, wrong things. And this is what drives all of us. Whether we know it or not, we sometimes distinguish between feeler types and thinker types. And some of you know that you’re a thinker type, and some of you know that you’re a feeler type.

Neither style is better than the other style. Some of you are feelers. You’re more

expressive. You’re more aware. You’re more compassionate. You’re more complex.

To contrast…some of us are more thinkers. And we’re more analytical and detached and robotic and machine like. [Laughter] But the reality is thoughts and feelings always go together. Nobody ever has a thought without a little emotional charge attached to it.

The reality is they always go together. And part of what that means is that all of us are constantly drawn to or energized by certain activities or sensations or relationships with people or thoughts, and we’re put off by other ones. And that’s the feeling component. It’s a tone or dynamic. And those feelings are what give us a sense of being alive.

Feelings are power. Feelings are energy. Without them, we would have no interest in

anything. We’d have no drive. We’d have no motivation. And, in fact, the deepest form of depression—folks who work with depression say the deepest form is not sadness. It’s not just painful feelings. The deepest is emotional deadness. And when people experience that, they become truly desperate. That’s the backdrop to most suicide—emotional deadness.

That’s when people become addicted to something because they’re just so desperate to

feel something, and anything is better than nothing inside. We’ve talked a lot in this series about thoughts, and this business of feelings is fundamental to spiritual life. And

Scripture is full of statements about it.

Listen to Proverbs 17:22 the writer says this: “A cheerful heart is good medicine but a crushed spirit (that’s internal deadness) dries up the bones.” Wow, what an unforgettable picture of the human condition.

When someone gets dead inside it’s like their bones have dried up. There are statements about the importance of emotions—healthy emotions—all throughout Scripture.

So what I want to do in this talk is walk us through desire management, and how desires can lead us to good or to evil.  But before I do that, I want us all to start at the same place…a working definition of greed if you will.  Let’s say for our purposes here this morning that greed is when I demand a certain feeling.  When I demand that I gratify some desire, even if it is damaging, if it dishonors God and hurts myself and other people.

I want to illustrate the power of desire. I want to talk about one particular kind of desire—sexual desire—but this relates to all forms of desire, all forms of emotion. So, keep in mind that this is about all types of desire…not just sexual.  And I’ll make that application a little bit later on. What I want to start by saying is that desire itself is just neutral.

It’s not necessarily good or bad. It’s like the raw material that we work with. So I want

to introduce you to two people who we will call Harry and Sally. And we’re going to say that Harry and Sally have a sense of chemistry in their relationship. They feel kind of attracted to each other. They are kind of attractive people in each other’s eyes. We’re also going to say that they’re Christ followers, so they made that commitment. We’re also going to say that they are married, and not to each other.

They’re married to different people. Now again, this initial feeling of attraction or

chemistry is not a bad thing. It does not mean that they have done something wrong.

And it’s a real important thing to be aware of it. It’s just raw material. And what

everything hinges on is what are you going to do with it? How are you going to respond to it? And you can go down a wrong road, as you can with any desire. This is the wrong road. Or you can go down a right road.

Part of what I want to say about going down the wrong road is, a lot of times, people go down it all the way to the end. They get to the end and they wonder, “How did I get here?” But for those of us who are Christ followers to whom the flow of the Spirit has been offered, part of what I want to say in this talk this morning—part of what I want to point out is there is a way in which it’s harder to walk down the wrong road than it is to walk down the right road.

Now, we disguise a lot of the effort that it takes, because our minds can be insidious, but the reality is there are a lot of steps you’ve got to take to get on the wrong road. And I want to walk us through a few of those. The first one—and this may be the most

important thing I talk about this morning—and I will guarantee you, if you walk down the wrong road, you will start with this step. The first one is expressed in a single word, and it’s the word “quench.”

You will quench the Spirit. You’ve got to do this. Remember that statement that Paul

makes when he writes to the church of Thessalonica in 1Thessalonians 5:19? “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire.”  “Do not quench the Spirit.” And it works like this. Anytime you have a desire or an emotion, if the Spirit is with you and in you, the Spirit is going to prompt you to do certain things. The spirit will gently prompt you to lay that desire before Jesus and to ask the question, “Lord, what do you want me to do with this?”

Jesus will never lead you to express a desire—to manage a desire—in a destructive,

harmful or sinful way. He never will. So if you want to walk down the wrong road, the very first thing you’ve got to do is you’ve got to quench the voice of the Spirit inside you. To walk down that wrong road, you’ve got to make sure that you never listen to a message on this subject and connect the dots.  To walk down that wrong road, you’ve got to make sure that you don’t pray about this desire with a submitted spirit.

To walk down that wrong road, you’ve got to make sure that you don’t talk about this desire and your sense of vulnerability with other Christian brothers and sisters through whom the Spirit might work to speak to your mind. To walk down that wrong road, you’ve got to make sure that you avoid Scripture passages that deal with this issue, or that if your eyes come in contact with them, you’ve got to skim over them pretty fast. Over and over and over and over again, before you go down this road at all, it’s like you’ve got to make space in your mind for you to be able to sin.
To start the path of this road, you must first quench the Spirit. Now later on, when you get real far down the road, when you get in the grip of this desire, then you may hear messages about this subject, and they may cause you a lot of pain. But by then, you’ll feel trapped and it’s very, very difficult for you to get out of it. At the beginning, you’ve got to quench the Spirit. And so, a part of what you’ve got to do to not walk down the wrong road is just stay open to the Spirit.  Don’t quench the Spirit.

Continually say, “Spirit, any area, any desire you want to speak to me about?” OK, start walking down the wrong road. You quench the Spirit. Here’s the next step down the wrong road of desire—hiddenness.   You hide!  As a Christ follower, you know what that moment was like when you came into the light, when you acknowledged before God, hopefully, before other Christians, trusted brothers and sisters, “Here’s my chunk. Here’s my sin.  Here’s what I wrestle with.”

You knew the freedom and the delight of openness and truth and being known. But to

walk down the wrong road now, you’ve got to hide. And again, Scripture on this one—

this is from the Gospel of John. This is what Jesus said, “Everyone who does evil hates the light, hates to be known, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” This is an instinctive and inevitable response to anyone who knows they’re doing something wrong. They will avoid the light.

You remember as a child hiding don’t you?  I do.  You know, you break your mother’s favorite vase.  “What do I do, what do I do???”  In a moment of genius you construct an incredible master plan…a plan so complete and utterly fool-proof, no one will ever know what happened.  In the history of plans, this may be the best ever.  It could possibly go down in the plan hall of fame.  

The first step…the vase…I’ll throw it away.  Mom will never know it’s broken if it’s gone all together.  Never mind the fact that it’s right on the table inside the front door that your mother comes through daily and never mind that it’s been a couple weeks since that table was dusted and there’s big clean circle surrounded by dust.  

Ok, ok, on to Step two.  This is where it all comes together.  I’ll go into my room and shut the door and hide.  Pure genius!  How did mom figure it out?  That woman is incredible…she knows all!

The point is not that mom found out, the point is that I did something wrong and tried to hide from what I did.  I hid from the light…in this case my mother.

We know that we serve a God who is all knowing and all present. But see, one of the reasons why God does not make himself physically, visibly manifested on this earth is to allow human beings the freedom to pretend like they are alone if they choose to walk down the wrong road. He will allow them to do that because he wants us to love him freely.

When you’re walking down the wrong road, when you’re at this stage, you will start to

do little things that you don’t let other people—like your spouse, if you’re married—

know about. You’ll start to leave notes that hint at something more than just friendship and hope that you get something back. You’ll start arranging your schedule so that you can be with this person because you’re getting a little emotional charge out of it that you know isn’t fully healthy.

You’ll start offering certain kinds of compliments in the hopes of getting reciprocation,

getting other kinds of compliments back that indicate just taking a few steps down. And

you’ll start getting a little more energy out of those compliments than is really healthy.

And you know it, but you don’t talk about it with anybody. You don’t pray about it to

God because, at this point, to keep walking down this road, one of the things that is

needed is hiddenness.

You have to not have anybody know about it, because you’re just creating space. Come

down to the next step on this road, the third, and you begin to make ethical violations. At this point, you start to cross lines that you know you shouldn’t cross. The verse that talks about this one is from Genesis when Cain is getting real close to sinning. And God intervenes, and God says, “If you do not do what is right, you start crossing lines. If you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door. It desires to have you.”
Now, we’re going to come back to that idea. “It desires to have you, but you must master it.” At this point, sin is crouching. If you don’t do what’s right, sin is crouching at your door. And you begin to do things like use sexually-loaded language with the other person in ways that are coarse or inappropriate, but that elicit a little thrill, and then see if they do the same thing back to you. And it starts to create a bond, a tie.

You begin to touch or embrace in ways that would have been embarrassing or

unthinkable before, but now they’re not anymore. You started crossing lines. You leave messages that use language that you know you shouldn’t be using.

And what’s happening in your mind at this point is—and we’ve talked about how much of our living the in flow of the Spirit rests on what happens in the inner person, in the mind. And that in our minds we’re having a series of thoughts all the time, and they all have a little emotional charge.
What is happening at this point is because you’ve hidden so much of the rest of your life away and centered so much of it on this, the thoughts that are about this relationship become charged with a kind of emotional intensity that nothing else in the rest of your life has. So emotionally now, you’re becoming dependent on this desire. Again, this could relate to other forms of desire…not just sexual.  We’re talking right now about sexual desire.

But when you think about this relationship or this person, it’s like you were having these thoughts in real vivid Technicolor—three dimensional—and everything else is just two dimensional, real flat, small, black-and-white thoughts without much emotion attached to it. And it’s because this is what’s going on inside you now. It’s almost like your body has been wired up for you to be emotionally and almost physically dependent on this relationship, on these thrills.

And you have to keep taking the ethical violations a little farther than you did before.

And again, there is so much effort involved in going down this road, you have to

calculate it exactly right. You have to make it real gradual, because if you make a

violation that is too sudden, too severe, that could wake up your conscience and lead you into authentic repentance.

So this slide has to be consistent enough to keep going downhill, but subtle enough,

gradual enough, one step at a time, one look at a time, one touch at a time, one word

farther at a time, so you don’t wake yourself up. And you keep walking down this road, and eventually, you come to a door. And if you go through this door—if you violate the promise that you made to be faithful to your spouse—as far as you’ve come to this point, nothing will ever be the same.

This door represents your values and if you open that door, you will violate the values that you committed yourself to and held all your life. You will inflict massive pain on people that you love. You will do damage to, or maybe destroy the most important relationship you’re a part of. You may trash your future. You will launch yourself, and other people, into an era of unimaginable destructiveness if you go through this door. 

And people go through this door.

And when they do, and when they get to the other side, when they have betrayed with

their bodies and their minds and their hearts, the most important vow that you can make to another person, what you find at the end of this road, consistently, is just catastrophe.  It is just heartache and shipwreck. And it’s never what it looked like at the beginning of this road. And what it ultimately leads to, in a single word, is slavery. And the Scriptures are real consistent about this.

Jesus says, “I tell you the truth. Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” This is what happens inside our minds. We become slaves to these red-hot thoughts and red-hot feelings. Proverbs says, “The unfaithful are trapped.” And then that’s it.  “They’re trapped by their evil desires.”

I want to pause at this point to say, anybody in this room who has walked through this door, even this door does not put you beyond the reach of God’s grace. God’s grace can reach through that door. God’s grace means that every moment of your life, God sends another wave (remember the word picture of the waves of grace rolling in), and you are not out of the game, and you are not beyond God’s love or God’s mercy or God’s forgiveness, so don’t dare despair.

If you’ve walked it through to the end and you’ve tasted the bitterness, don’t despair. God’s grace will reach you there. And you do have to walk back.

And for the ethical violations that got made, you pray God will forgive those to you, but very possibly, there are amends that you need to make with other people that you hurt.  Make them. And you may have cultivated the habit of living in hiddenness, and you’ve got to come into the light. Come into the light. Let other people know what’s going on.

And you may have been in the habit for a while of quenching the Spirit. Stop quenching the Spirit and just say, “OK Holy Spirit, I want to open myself up to you again.”  You can come back down this road. And again, this deal of desire is so central to our spiritual lives, and it is not, by any means, just sexual desire. That’s the one that we’ve talked about, but it could be any number of other things. And I’ve got a few representations of things just to help you identify possible misplaced desires. For some of you, it’s work. This is the desire that’s leading you down the wrong road, and you’re trashing your families or your health and you’re spending way too many hours there. 

For some of you, it’s approval addiction. This is the universal sign for approval

addiction. You’re living for this right here. If people don’t give this to you, you’ll do

anything to make people happy with you. And the reality is, that’s what’s governing

your life. And that’s going to be a hard thing for you to let go of. For some, it may be

money.

For some, it might be vanity. For some of you, it may be just something as simple as,

“What do I look like? Are people impressed by the way that I look, by my appearance?

And if I think they are, I feel pretty good. And if I think they’re not, my world starts to

get a little shaky.”

For some—this is pretty trivial—it may be something as simple as just watching TV.
And people start to get addicted to that, and they’ll throw away their whole life hour by

hour, year by year, sitting in a chair, watching television. For some, it might be food.

I just want to ask you if, as honestly as you can assess it, you find that you’re going down the wrong road, just listen right now. Let the Spirit speak to you. Don’t quench him because he really will speak.

GRACE RIVER STORY: LISA KUYPER
When Pastor Steve asked me if I would be willing to speak today, he gave me the opportunity to say “no” as the subject matter would be very personal.  As I prayed about it, the picture of Christ being stripped of his clothing, whipped and beaten, laid upon a cross and hung to die for my sins came into my mind.  I don’t think one can get more personal and exposed than that.  So my answer was “yes”’ ;  I would be willing to follow in His footsteps – to share a little about how I pushed God out of my marriage for a period of time and let sin, in the form of misplaced desire, creep in and take over.

First you need to know a few “time” facts about our courtship, engagement and wedding.  Terry and I met in July of 1993.  Our first date was three weeks later.  He lived in CA and I lived in Az.  10 weeks after the first date, we were engaged; 6 mos later we were married and 9 mos after our wedding we had our first child.   Not a lot of time to get to know the man your marrying, but I will definitely tell you that I knew with all my heart that Terry was the man God had placed in my life to be my husband .  SO,  now I will speed ahead 11 years to last summer..

For me, last summer was really the culmination point of many years of hanging onto bitterness, anger and frustration.  I remember thinking….. “Am I happy?  Do I enjoy this marriage?  Do I love this man? If only I “had known”?  Would I be better off by myself or in some “other” situation?”   Notice all the “I’s” in these questions.  Very self centered for sure, but that was where I was at.  And actually the questions really weren’t the problem, but my answers were!  Very unsettling and, yes, I was scared.   It frightened me to even think that I was contemplating these ideas.  I had allowed myself to cross some dangerous lines in my thought life and in some of my actions.  But you know, sin can be exciting for a while – the temptations “enticing”.  Terry did not know even half of this, as I kept so much to myself.   I was very good at “putting on a good act”, both to him and to others, but I knew he could feel my coldness and distance towards him.

Let me see if I can give you a word picture to help you understand what I allowed to happen.  I grew up in CT with a small, babbling stream running through my backyard.  As kids, we would race little twigs and leaves down the stream.  It was so much fun to watch our little “boats” flow with the current.  Many times our sticks/leaves would bump into a pile of rocks that had formed in the stream or get stuck by a branch that had fallen in from a tree.  We would have to help them along by poking at them with a stick. Occasionally, we would “add” to these natural obstacles by making big mud damns.  Then all of our boats would get stuck until we broke through the damn.  Swoosh, the journey of our boats would begin again as the flow of the stream broke through and ran over the damn.  Well, this is what I did to our marriage.  I took my eyes off God, focused on the obstacles and then piled on a lot more mud –the result – I stopped the flow of our marriage.

Why did I do this?  Where did all my bitterness come from?  I guess because I was so tired and discouraged with certain areas of our life and I, unfairly, put so much blame on him.  The biggest area was on our finances.  I was so tired of not having enough money, of being so tight and being in debt.   When we would talk about these issues, I would tell him that it wasn’t his fault alone, but deep down I held a grudge.  It wasn’t MY fault! 

(you see, I was single throughout my entire 20’s and did extremely well –  I made great money, was debt free and had decent savings).  SO, deep down I blamed him for our financial condition.  This destructive thinking continued into other areas as well - I would compare him to other men…I would compare our lifestyle to other families.   I would also compare him to my own “successful/goal oriented” past.  I knew this was very damaging to him and very hurtful, but I let the bitterness breed – it was a choice and it was wrong.  There were other issues too, but I think you all get the idea.  (You know, with the Spirit quenched in my life,  it was easy for me to keep finding faults.)   MY needs were not being met, the way I wanted them to be met and rather than putting GOD first and choosing to see the wonderful qualities within in my husband, I pushed everything I knew to be true aside for those months.  

Again, I knew many of my thoughts were wrong, my actions hurtful – but I allowed them anyway.  I was mad and I was hurting.  I did express my feelings to Terry - we’d have lunch together and I would just cry.  He always listened; he never judged.  I told him I was scared for our marriage and my vulnerability – to a better looking situation, to another man…I threatened to take the kids and give him space.   I made some additional stupid comments and empty “threats” - just building that damn, piling on more mud.   You know, building the damn seemed kind of fun and justifying at first, but deep down inside something was stirring and (Praise God) the Lord started using  people to make me recognize the dirt on my hands and in my life.   It’s crazy, but during this entire period of time we were both involved in choir, bible studies and 2 wonderful small groups.  This really was my saving grace.  Because I had such a great support system around me, I had starting opening up to several close friends and I know many prayers were offered.  I know Terry was in constant prayer.   In particular, my sister-in-law was key in helping me get back on the right path.  She listened to me, loved me, and never judged me.  Her words were full of grace as she said, “You know Lisa, life can be really hard, can’t it? (pause) I know you love Terry. This is just a hard time in your life.  Go back to the altar on your wedding day and find that love again.  (pause)  - the clincher question – but tell me, how is your relationship with God?  Have you asked him to help you through this, because He will!”   I definitely did not feel worthy of God’s love at that moment, but her words were such a comfort to me.  I had pushed God aside and I desperately needed him back in my life and back in my marriage 

I am just so thankful that God never gives up on us, and personally, that my incredible husband just loved me through all of this. He didn’t have to…and let me add that he did most things right – attempts at affection, compliments, touch… you know, all the stuff the books tell men that we women need – however, he was met with a brick wall most of the time or should I say a cold, mud damn.)

Let me end by telling you that last weekend we celebrated our 12th anniversary.  If you don’t know my husband, let me just share a few words about him – he is the most loving husband, he has honored me every day of our marriage, he is the most honest, caring, sensitive, trustworthy, self-less man I’ve ever met.  He is funny and he’s a fun person to be with. Finally, he loves his children with all his heart, he loves me with all his heart and most of all, he loves his Lord with all his heart.  I praise God for him and for our marriage.  Thank you.

CHOIR SONG: WE FALL DOWN, WE GET UP. Sung from back of worship center.

Steve Brooks:

There is another way. Lisa modeled it.  Some of you are amazed that she and Terry would allow their story to be told, but hear me: Terry and Lisa Kuyper can tell their story because they’re living in the FLOW of God’s Spirit, in the power of God’s Amazing  Grace that reminds the Kuypers of who they are.  Streams of Living Water FLOW through these very real people.  They’re not hiding, pretending or trying to live on their own power. God’s keeps sending His powerful waves of grace to them.  Can you see those waves coming to you? 

Let’s talk about how to go down the right road when you’re managing desire. It starts with the opposite of quenching the spirit. Coming to God with Embarrassingly Honest Prayer.

It’s not just honest prayer. It’s embarrassingly honest, which means this: I tell God my real desires even if they’re I know they’re wrong. Paul puts it this way: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers.” Talk to God about what it is you really want even though that’s quite embarrassing to you.  
Some of you think really spiritual prayer is this: “God, bless the missionaries and bring world peace,” … then you start falling asleep. You’ve got to tell God the truth about what you really want or talking to God will be BORRRING!
Elijah in 2 Kings 2:23-25, was a prophet of God, and he had a bunch of kids following him around one time, teasing him about his hair loss. (Some of you guys are gonna love this)  This is his prayer, “God, send a bear and chase those kids away.” It doesn’t sound real spiritual to pray like that does it?
People who know God, do that all the time. They pray for wonderful things, noble things, good things, selfish things, foolish things, confusing things. When you pray, embarrassingly honest prayers, then God can start helping you sort out what it is that you really want. But you’ve got to start by telling God the truth about what you really desire. And by the way, you might as well do this, because it’s not like it’s going to surprise God.

God’s not going to say, “Wow, I had no idea that you wanted that.”  He knows you.  When I pray embarrassingly honest prayer, God can help me understand what I desire, not just with my appetite, but also with my mind, my values and my conscience. Start with embarrassingly honest prayer.

Then Practice Spiritual Disciplines.  Terry and Lisa are in two small groups. They pray. They study. They’ve open to God’s Spirit, living in the FLOW.  When Lisa’s sister-in-law confronted her in love, it was because Lisa was open to having God interrupt Lisa.

Remember our definition of a Spiritual Disciplines. A spiritual discipline is something I do with my body, prayer or worship or a small group, that interrupts the normal flow of habitual thoughts and feelings in my mind so that I’m open to the flow of the Spirit.

The first day an alcoholic goes without drinking, or the first day that a sexual addict stays

off the Internet, it can feel like a huge battle. “God, I’m desperate for You, to BE in the FLOW.”  It IS a battle to engage in INTERRUPTIONS, that support my desire to change, like accountability with other people to whom I disclose my struggles, so I’m not hiding.


Spiritual Interruptions … that get me into the Flow of God’s Spirit: 

a. Fellowship vs Hiddenness

b. Study Scripture, Meditate on God’s word.

c. Worship in Spirit & Truth.

d. Journal … honestly.

The whole point of Spiritual Disciplines is that I’m using them to find Him. “God, I want you. I need you. I love you and I need what only You can do in my life.  God of Heaven and Earth, reveal yourself to me, GET ME BACK IN THE FLOW OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT, and send your grace.”  There’s no power is practicing religious practices unless God is your goal.  

These are not magic. But if you get to know Lisa you’ll find her mind is changed … and it’s still changing … step into the FLOW and you’ll experiencing ongoing transformation.  Grace does that.  
The third thing that happens as I get into the FLOW could be called emotional realignment. As I’m praying openly with God, as I’m consistently reaffirming this decision and buttressing it with Spiritual Disciplines, my mind begins to be occupied by spiritual thoughts and, therefore, my body, mind and emotions begin to get healthier.

Sometimes there are radical “Aha” moments. But mainly emotional realignment is a steady, ongoing process.  Dallas Willard’s says, “One of the great signs of maturity are the thoughts that no longer occur to you.” 
If you’re on the road to true servanthood—you find that those thoughts of self congratulations:, “Wow, I’m engaged in an act of servanthood. Hey, Linda, come take a picture. I’m emptying the dishwasher without being asked! I’m a servant.” Those thoughts just don’t occur to you as much in the FLOW. 
If you’re struggling with anger well, you find that feelings of rage, “What’s the matter with that person?” simply don’t occur to you like they did before.

Dallas also says, “The mature disciple is one who effortlessly does what Jesus would do in his place.” And, of course, the key word here is, “…effortlessly …”  That’s the power of God working in you. I’m discovering power of the Spirit, life in the FLOW, how to ride waves of grace, instead of Steve doing it on his own, or faking it, or just giving up.  
Lastly,  Jesus said in one of his most wonderful statements, “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:32  I want to ask you to imagine, whatever misplaced desires sometimes torments you, I want you to imagine what would life be like if you were just free?

You need a NEW vision of your life. You need to envision, what would you be like if you were free from the tyranny of vanity?

Free from the pull of lust—it just doesn’t have a grip on you anymore. Free from being

enslaved to the need to keep climbing the ladder of success. Free of the demand for more power or more money. What if God’s Spirit set you free and you most genuinely, authentically wanted what God most wants you to have?

GOING DEEPER HANDOUTS AVAILABLE – Welcome Center

If you lead a small group, when your small group is together every once in awhile, pray an embarrassingly honest prayer. Model for the group that you talk to God directly about what it is that you desire. Model for your group that you don’t live in hiddenness. 
And the last thing that I want to say to every follower of Jesus, if you see somebody and they are headed down the wrong road, and you think they might be moving towards a fall, for crying out loud! Don’t let them walk down that road without having somebody come alongside them and express concern for them.
I don’t want to be part of church where they would gossip about each other, but nobody would go to that person. Don’t let that happen here.  Let’s make a covenant..  Bear One Another’s burdens. “Don’t let people carry their burdens alone.”
Do it in the spirit of love. There can’t be any arrogance or smugness or self-righteousness about this. Well talk about that next week, Superiority and Pride.  .

But oh my goodness, if somebody is walking down the wrong road, love them. Go to

them. Get into the FLOW and do what Jesus would do. Ask God to help you to speak: “You know, I love you. I care for you.  I think you have so much to give to God, and God has such good things for you. But there is this trend or this behavior or this relationship, and as somebody who loves you, I’d just like to ask, are you struggling with that?  Would you like to talk about it? Can I pray for you?  Let me love you, back into the FLOW … and next time, when I need it, you do the same for me, OK?”  
Because there’s no one here, not the pastor, not the SCC spiritual giants, who doesn’t get out of the flow and live in the gap and we need each other, to get back into the flow and to face our RAGS and to have rivers of living water flowing from deep with in us.

Let’s Pray: Sometimes I pray with words. Today I pray with this …
SONG: I AM THE MAN

DRAMA: Man walks to cross, falls on it, and another brother embraces him. 
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