2006 Our Vision … Standing in Grace River
SCC   1.8.06   SRB
New Building Update – Phil Kiemel, Chair Building Committee


-  Wish List


-  Space for Grace Pledges

Let me begin today by talking about …
1.  What God will do in YOUR life … 


You live your life … from the inside out.  Everyone of your lives is directed, controlled isn’t too strong of a word, by your inner self, your heart.  A lot of people are unconscious about what’s really “inside” but it doesn’t change the fact that your heart directs your life.  When I use the term heart, I mean your deepest self, your will; I don’t mean your emotions, only, like many people use the word heart.  


So Paul says in Galatians 4:19 My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, 

Christ if formed in you, meaning your inner self is becoming more and more like Jesus inner self … which is being re-formed or trans-formed or con-formed to Jesus’ inner self. 


I was 19 years old when I first began to put real faith in Jesus and to follow Him.  At 19 my thought life was partly focused on college studies and partly on girls.  I thought about my future which I figured would be with my dad’s 7up business and I thought about girls.  It was 1971 so I thought about the war in Vietnam and my draft number which was 361, which made it unlikely I’d get drafted plus I had a medical deferment and I though about … girls. God was part of my thought life … I joined my church and prayed every once in a while. Did I mention I thought about girls?  I liked to party with my fraternity. Mark, my roommate, was the son of a Methodist minister  and I was the first person to ever get him drunk. When the Jesus People movement came to Ohio Wesleyan University, Mark knew Jesus and he was the first person to take me to the student led Sunday night Bible Study where after a few months I gave my life to Jesus. I don’t know exactly when I did it.  But by the time I went home that summer I knew I was going to follow Jesus the rest of my life.  And the point of telling you all of this is that Christ began forming or re-forming the inside of Steve.


I still thought about school work, but God was frequently now a part of my academic thought life. I changed from being an secular evolutionist to a man who believed in “intelligent design.”  We didn’t call it that back then, but in my new thinking it was impossible that God was NOT a part of creation.  I thought about my future and was surprised to find myself thinking about a life in ministry, not 7up.  I thought about the war in Vietnam and wondered about God’s will for war and peace.  I went to Bible study and didn’t just think about God, I talked to Him, personally.  And Yes, I still thought a lot about girls, but God was part of that thinking, too. 

I remember talking to God one night about whether it was ok for me to ask Kathie to marry me, even though she wasn’t a Christian … and I got the strong mental impression that He answered: “Yes, you can marry Kathie, but it’s My job to bring her to Me, not yours. Don’t you, Steve, dare try and change Kathie.”  And He did bring her to himself about 3 years later… in a very surprising way. 


Having Christ formed in you is partly about what you “think”.  Do you know you have incredible power … you have the power to tell you mind what it will think about. You have the power to direct what your thoughts will focus on.  Especially in hard times, you can command your brain how to think.  Jesus’ followers choose to think about God. They think about Him a lot. They read their Bibles, not just because the Bible is the “good book” but because it helps us think about God and interact with Him.  


Philippians 4:8 NLT says, 8And now, dear brothers and sisters, let me say one more thing as I close this letter. Fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think about things that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.

As Christ is formed in you He transforms not only your thinking but also your feelings and emotional life.  I remember my late 20’s. I had this feeling that there was a little Jim Brooks (my dad) in my shoulder whispering to me that I had to be as successful in ministry as he was in business and dad was very successful in soft drinks.  


The Crazy thing was that when I thought about it I knew my dad wasn’t saying that to me, that dad was very careful NOT to put undue pressure on us kids. That my emotions were hijacking my thinking because I was a young man who desperately wanted success.  Do you know what changed me?  The love of God.

Discovering and rediscovering over and over again that God loved me, and His love had absolutely nothing to do with my performance. He loved me when I was doing well and He loved me when I was not. 1 Corinthians 13 describes God’s love: NLT 

God’s 4Love is patient and kind.  And my love gets more and more patent and kind as I experience more and more of His patent kind love.  Love is formed in me. 
Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5or rude. Doesn’t that hit my immature drivenness to success head on?  
Love does not demand its own way.  Because God’s taking care of me. Really!! 
Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.  That’s tough but God isn’t holding my past against me. Really!  So why do I hold that past against you?  
6It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.  Listen carefully: the God who loves you … loves justice.  He works justice, even when planet earth fails at justice.  God is greater than injustice! 
7Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.  8Love will last forever,  Forever, unfailing love.  God’s forming me into that kind of lover.  
So my feelings are being re-formed … I feel thankfulness for my life; even and especially the hard parts.  I feel joy and peace, like yesterday when I took a good walk while the sun was rising beautifully and felt like God took me to 35,000 feet and see my life from His perspective.  Wow.  God’s at work.  Everything’s ok.

As Jesus forms my interior life He’s changing my thinking, my feelings and my heart or my will.  I’m becoming increasingly sensitive to what’s good and right. Not legalism or perfectionism.  NO. That’s not it. The constant sense that God is with me, increases my sensitivity to the right way to do the right thing.  

This week our board, we call it the Consistory, was talking about the building expenses that Phil and I mentioned earlier.  There was some anxiety in the discussion about the cost of completing the project and how you all might feel about these expenses. In the middle of the discussion Larry Burtoft looked at the rest of us and said, “You know, there’s never a problem with just telling our church family the truth.”  I wish you could have seen the smiles around the table. Of course, there’s no problem with simple telling the truth. Jesus always told the truth. 
The followers of Jesus are abandoned to doing life His way.  We obviously have to discover what His way is, but once we know, it’s not hard to agree that God’s way is the best way.  When Jesus says, love God with all your heart and love your neighbor … our hearts say, “Yes!” When Jesus says love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you,” my heart at first says, “no way”, but I wrestle with the tension between my will and God’s will and remember that even Jesus fought this battle of the will.
As Christ is formed in me, it forms my body.  Some will remember Jesus’ disciples falling asleep instead of staying awake praying with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. Their bodies fell asleep. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. But as Jesus re-forms us our thinking and feeling and will our bodies get more and more willing as well.  
You, like me, are growing older and the older you get the more the body falls apart.  Question: did Jesus have to trust God with his body?  Yes is the obvious answer.  If you are a follower of Jesus you, too, are learning to trust God with your body. That bad back (which most of you have) isn’t God punishing you.  It’s God smiling saying to you, are you ready to practice trusting me with your flesh?  

My relationships are also being formed by Jesus.  Our relationships, especially with other apprentices of Jesus achieve real heart to heart contact. We don’t have to hide from one another because we are all sinners saved by grace. We don’t have to pretend with one another because we’re all in process of being renewed, if you will.  We can genuinely love one another, even when it’s not easy because God never withdraws His love from us.  We don’t need to manipulate one another, because God’s in control, not us.  

I’m thinking Jesus method of dealing with broken relationships. Peacemaking.  Let me review what Jesus taught about Peacemaking: 1) All conflict exists to glorify God. All of it.  Because we exist to glorify God.  2) Get the log out of your own eye, first.  3) Gently confront your brother or sister.  4) Go and be reconciled.  


Look up here. When we don’t practice reconciliation, when we who claim to be full of the love of Jesus, don’t reconcile. When we run away. When we attack with no intent of reconciling. When we talk with everyone but the person we’re angry with … is it any wonder that the world looks at us and calls our faith bogus?  I’m not even talking about loving our enemies. I’m talking about loving your sister or brother in Christ.  

That’s why Paul is in labor pains until Christ is FORMED in them.  The Message paraphrase reads: 19Do you know how I feel right now, and will feel until Christ’s life becomes visible in your lives? Like a mother in the pain of childbirth.

His Life visible in my life: my thinking, my feeling, my will, my body, my relationships, and lastly my soul.  Do you remember what I said at the beginning? You live your life from the inside out.  When God is forming your inside to mirror Jesus’ inner life its not just on the surface. It’s deep and increasingly it’s … effortless. It flows. What was hard at the beginning increasingly flows from inside us. We are not just gritting our teeth, sweating bullets trying to BE like Jesus.  His Spirit is inside us, flowing and He forms our inner life so that by God’s grace this life flows from inside us, from my soul.  

Two final thoughts about Christ being formed in you.  First, He is using your current life to form you. If you’re waiting for a better time to start letting Him transform you, you’re missing the point altogether.  Now is the time. Your current life, with all it’s mess is exactly where He wants to work.


Two, the hardest situations are the best ones for God’s grace to work. God spoke to Paul about the hard times and said clearly: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.  Your inability is exactly what reveals God’s ability. [repeat]  What, then, are you waiting for?


Next Sunday, Pastor Sid Huston and Pastor Rex Schultz are going to share with you the practical ways you can experience Christ being formed in us … and how God is sending us out to His world.  Friends … the reason we built that new worship center … is that God wants to fill it. 
The point of all of this is not to make you a nice person. The point of all of this makes you a revolutionary.  I’ve used Erwin McManus’ expression: Barbarians.  When you are formed like Jesus … and more to the point when WE, SCC, are all together being formed like Jesus … this family becomes an army for God. We follow Jesus and in the power that He supplies – I’m talking about the incredible power that raised Jesus from the dead – Jesus leads will use His army like barbarian warriors to change the world.  Don’t hear bombastic triumphalism in these words because the main thing we do, is like Jesus, give our lives away for others!
2.  What God will do in OUR life together … turn with me to 
Matthew 13:18 where Jesus explains the Parable of the Sower.  
READ Matthew 13:18-23


How do Christians go wrong? 

1. Not understanding the Kingdom of God is huge.  I spoke about this last week and between now and Easter we will help you understand the Kingdom of God and how to live in the flow of God’s power.  Really!  But to NOT understand how the Kingdom of God works … to not know about Life, Standing in the River of God’s grace … is to miss the main thing … and the main thing is the keep the main thing the main thing. The main thing is that Narnia is real … that there is an invisible realm where Jesus is Lord and it makes us barbarians.  Satan, the great liar, is very good at confusing new believers in their understanding. Be careful. 
2. How to Christians go wrong? No roots. You get started and then you quit growing. If someone told you that all you have to do is pray a prayer to ask Jesus into your heart and that makes you a Christians, they lied to you.  You have to trust Jesus as savior AND you have to follow Him so that He can be formed inside you.  If His life doesn’t take deep root inside you … you’ll quit believing as soon as life gets hard.  
3. Worry and the deceitfulness of wealth also ruin Christians.  Were going to get after both of them in the next few weeks.  Don’t miss it.

Listen …
23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  God wants you to become one of those 30 times, 60times, 100 times followers of Jesus. He wants to make you very fruitful for Him … and for you. 

Let me tell you about …
A. Growing Servant Leaders at SCC.  
· DSL@SCC, January 24, 6 – 8:30pm New Worship Center.
DSL@SCC stands for Discipling Servant Leaders at Springs Community Church … DSL@SCC.  On January 24 I want to gather in our new worship center with all of you who want to be Christ like servant leaders. 


What’s a Servant leader?  A servant leaders is anyone who, under God’s direction and purpose, gives their life for others.  I say, under God’s direction and purpose. Servant leaders aren’t weak, but neither are they self promoting. Servant leaders aren’t co-dependent … no they are totally dependent on God who is taking great care of them.  Servant leaders are like Jesus who said, that He came to serve, not be served and to give his life for those who are held hostage. 

DSL, Discipleship for Servant Leaders is what God is calling me to give you  … and I’m excited to do this for you.  We will study the Bible. We will discuss our vision at SCC. We will share stories of how you’re seeing God work, personally and in ministry and in your everyday world. We will pray together like we’ve never prayed before. We will make celebrate leaders who are serving well and we will sharpen your skills for ministry. 


In the next year DSL will meet with Reggie McNeal, a Southern Baptist whose a barbarian, if ever there was one, who thinks we should start churches in Walmarts. 


You’ll spend some powerful time with Bruce Bugbee who is both my personal mentor and the guy who taught us about Servant Quest, gift based ministry.


I’ve got an initial commitment from Ray VanderLaan, an incredible Bible teacher to spend a weekend with us.


A year from now, Lord willing, we may even have a day with Dallas Willard, the man people call America’s answer to C.S. Lewis. 


I called Bruce Bugbee my mentor. I meet with him by phone once a month and I trust him to challenge me and help form Christ in me as a pastor.  I am meeting with four people in similar fashion … getting real and getting deep.  Mentoring …
· Mentoring – Have one, Be one.
Servant Leadership, Jesus’ way, is for people who want to be mentored … they’re serious about growing. And for people that are willing to multiply themselves, invest in 2 or 3 others to help them grow.  
· Ministry – Kingdom Fruitfulness
SCC is about bearing fruit: 30 times, 60 times, 100 times what our lives are about.  SCC is committed to change the world … one life at a time, but deeply and sincerely … lovingly … That brings me to the SCC Promise.  Look at this …
B. The Promise
Springs Community Church 
“My purpose is to give life in all its fullness”John 10:10 NLT
He will give you His life. God doesn’t want you to fake it. He doesn’t want you to do it all by yourself. He doesn’t want you to use religion as a poor substitute for Life to the Full.  And He wants us to show the world how this life happens. 
OUR PROMISE:

Stand in Grace River
…Our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. Romans 5:1-2 NIV  Friends the River of Grace is not a clever word picture to make our message relevant.  The River of Grace IS the Kingdom of God, the unseen reality of God’s love and power that transforms our lives.  I’ll never stop preaching the River of Grace in one way or another. Why … it’s the Bible’s message. In

Joshua 3, when the Israelites cross into the Promised Land God stop the flow of the Jordon River so they can cross. Every Israelite that crossed that River knew is God and only God who gave them the gift of a dry river that day.  Grace river. 

Psalm 46:4, There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.  Jerusalem has no river in it … except Grace River. 

Ezekiel 47:1-12 is an amazing picture of the river flowing, first to your ankles, then to your knees, then to your waiste and then you’re swimming in Grace River.

John 7:38, Jesus said, whoever believes in me Streams of Living Water will flow, flow, flow from within. 

Revelation 22:1-2  The River of Life … is for the healing of the nations.  The world is where Grace River will take us. 
OUR PURPOSE:

To bring people to Jesus and Membership in His Family, if belonging to God and to this church isn’t changing your life … you’re missing it or we’re missing you  and I don’t want SCC to miss you.  I want you to belong. 
Develop them to Christ-like Maturity, it’s not just Paul, I am in labor pains until Christ is formed in you.  
and Equip them for their Ministry in the church, we have to love one another and serve one another … there is no other way to live in Jesus. 
and Life Mission in the World, the poor of El Paso county are our mission. The Spiritually Lost people in Russia are our mission. In 2006 we’re sending teams to mentor welfare recipients in Colorado Springs and teams to pray with Pastor Prakash and Harsha in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania this year.  
In order to Magnify God’s Name. All to bring glory and honor and praise to the One whom we call Savior … Jesus. 
The Great Commandment: Matthew 22:37-40

The  Great  Commission:  Matthew 28:19-20
*OUR VALUES:

1. We love and accept people, hurting or healthy. If you show up to 
SCC with baggage, we love you and want you to know God’s greater than your baggage. Most of us know it from 1st hand experience. If you come here healthy and ready to make a difference. Great.  Let’s make a great big difference together according to God’s purposes. 
  Luke 15:1-7,  Matthew 9:10-13; 25: 31-46

2.  Biblical Spiritual Growth = transformed Hearts.  I realize the 
Bible can be a pretty intimidating book, hard to figure out. But friends, you can get your mind around the Bible … especially when you see first as a love letter from God to you. This points us to what Jesus called life to the full. 
          Matthew 7:24,   John 15:5,   2 Timothy 3:16-17
3. We Practice Prayer to live this Life.  Standing in Grace River is 

first about intimacy with God. We talk to him and we listen to Him and we experience his powerful presence in our lives and that makes all the difference.  We, together, have got to learn to pray … with power.  DSL@SCC will help us learn. 
          Matthew 6: 9-13,   Mark 11:17
4.  We are committed to relationships, transformation in 

  community. Jesus formed a small community of 12 disciples. The 

church in the book of Acts did everything … together.  American Individualism is death.  Community in Jesus is life. Get yourself into a group of people who are growing, Christ being formed in them.  Acts 2:42-47,   1 John 4: 7-21
OUR LEGACY – (preferred future)

We will be highly effective in discipling Purpose Driven Christ-followers who with courage and sacrifice will reach this lost and broken world 

through the River of God’s Grace.  

It’s not about us … it’s all about that world out there. If SCC disappeared who in the world would care?  I now how strange churches can get and this one may be strange some times too, but God mysteriously has chosen us to be the ones he’s sending to reach an lost and broken world …. And we can … if we’re standing in Grace River. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21 RSV
I want to close by inviting you to recommit to SCC.  If you’re not a member and would like to become one, sign up for the Get in the River Class, February 12th, 2 to 5pm.  Child care is provided.

I want to close by telling you something that won’t shock you. SCC is not a perfect church.  If you’re looking for the perfect church you’ll never find it. God wants you to love real people, not ideal people. At SCC we love imperfect people because God does.  


Today I’ve tried to help you see who were are and the life God’s calling us to.  Signing the membership covenant isn’t about perfect church. It’s about committing yourself to this group of people from the heart – God if you want to use my life with these people and all of us for your world, I’m willing to follow You at SCC.
Membership Covenant – Please take this opportunity to prayerfully consider resigning the membership covenant or if you are not currently a member, sign up for the Get in the River class on Belonging for February 12. 
Next week … Pastor Sid: Outreach … Pastor Rex … Spiritual Maturity.
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