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Trinity #3: Knowing the Holy Spirit
SCC  2.4.07  SRB

Trinity: Jesus reveals that you have a Father in Heaven who loves you and wants a relationship with you.  Jesus Himself is Savior and King. He’s the Savior who died for take care of our sin problem and He’s the King of the Kingdom of God; the Kingdom that has my primary allegiance. The third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit, confuses a lot of people.

Confusion about the Holy Spirit

a. Mysterious – Father, Son, but what’s a spirit?  
b. Names: Holy Ghost, - Church on Union has Holy Ghost service, 

· John calls the Holy Spirit: Counselor, Comforter, 
· Power, Guide, Convicts us of sin and righteousness, judgment – see John 16:5ff

c. Different Denominations / Different Interpretations:

· Unless you speak in tongues you are not saved. See 1 Cor. 12:30

· Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the unforgivable sin, Mark 3:29
· One Anglican recited that they believe all ?Christians have the H.S. but asks what have you done with Him?
Let me review from last week:

Several things you should know about the Trinity; review from last week.
1. They are a perfect community, in perfect relationship with one another.

2. It doesn’t matter which One you pray to or which One you ask for help … they are each totally, God.

3. You don’t have to have full understanding of “how” One God can be manifested in three forms in order to believe it’s true.  We believe it’s true because Jesus revealed that God is Trinity.

4. A follower of Jesus, living in close relationship with God, must grow to know and experience God in all three forms: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

I will read John 14:15-21 thru and then work thru it slowly a second time.
a. Knowing God as Spirit:  John 14:15-21NLT 15“If you love me, you 
will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
“If you love me, obey my Commandments. 

The word counselor in the original Greek is “parakletos” – “a person summoned to one’s aide.” Eg. an advisor, legal advocate, mediator, intercessor. The spirits job, is to represent God to the believer as Jesus did when he was on earth in the flesh.  


Jesus says at the end of His great commission, And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  HOW is Jesus with us? Thru HS. The HS is not just a feeling, tho some of us get a feeling when He is breaking thru to us. He’s more than human intuition, tho you may get intuitions thru Him. He is invisible, a spirit and he meets us inside in your spirit. Your spirit is how you deeply love someone whom you truly love and your spirit is wherte the Holy Spirit breaks thru from God to us. 

John avoids confusion in the next statement. 


Jesus is our primary source of truth.  Jesus is called God’s word. This book is also called God’s Word … our source of truth.  So someone tells you that they feel led by God to have an affair …and you reSpond, NO!, THAT’S NOT TRUTH.  Based both on Jesus and His word.

Do people disagree with God’s truth? Yes. There’s the issue of world view: Think like Jesus. And on another level there is the issue of control … people ,me included sometimes, don’t want to surrender to God’s truth and control.  

 The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. [video clip: www.blasphemychallenge.com; Mark 3:22-30

Spiritual warfare.  I want  to show you a video clip I got from a website called blasphemy challenge.com  I heard about this on national news. You may find this upsetting but this is real.  
SHOW VIDEO CLIP FROM www.blasphemychallenge.com;  


What you just saw was NOT what Jesus meant when he talked about blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  Jesus as King of heaven compares our world to His world heaven and sets people free. So when someone was sick, since there’s no sickness in Heaven Jesus set them free and if there was sin …he set them free … and demonic influence …he set them free.  

Blasphemy was being committed by religious leader who saw Jesus setting people free and said it was evil. They were so caught up in their religious system they were looking at God’s son doing God’s work and called it evil. Question: if God’s spirit sets you free and you can’t give God credit for the freedom, what else can God do?


Simply saying I don’t believe in the Holy Spirit is not the problem … cause God isn’t done revealing himself to that kid yet.  [Pray for these kids and for the battle.]

Elders will be out by the coffee bar if you’d like to talk more about this …

The world at large cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him, But you do, because he lives with you now and later will be in you. 

Yvonne Hagood, who leads our children’s SS gave me a CD by a rabbi turned Christian. Aaron Budjen used this analogy.  A lady goes to gas station to fill up her car and too late realizes she does not have enough money to pay for her gas. A total stranger steps up and pays for her gas. That, is what Jesus did for us, paid the price for our sins, tho he himself did not owe anything.   But 5 min later you notice the lady is PUSHING her car up the street. That what so much religion is … our efforts to impress God with our goodness and strength, ignoring the power of the Holy Spirit, God IN YOU, to live your life. And what is this power?

Galatians 5:22-23 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.

I can try to love on my own, pushing the car so to speak, or I can ask God’s spirit to give me heaven’s power, kingdom abilbity to love like, Jesus whom I committed to follow. Same with joy, peace …self control is really God control … the higher power.

Stop trying to follow Jesus on your own power alone!!!
 

The LIFE Jesus is talking about is not this body life alone it is real spiritual life like Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3 … last weeks mssg.
[READ Acts 1:4-8] 

Wait for power … the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit was given to all of the new believers. The book of Acts is sometimes called the acts of the HS because this is all about what God’s power at work in their lives vs their power alone. 

 

God was really in control. Peter, in Acts 10 was pushed waaaay ooutside his comfort zone when the HS called him to the house of a non-Jew named Cornelious, and as Peter was telling Cornelious about Jesus the HS enter Cornelious and his friends.  Peter didn’t know God would do that …but its God whose in charge, not us.
 
Experiencing the Holy Spirit

Romans 8:12-17 12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

We do this together … in community … KLASCHINGOOKS
Small groups – review Rex’s document – vision cast:
Discover the Connection

Connecting the Unconnected

There is a connection between Standing in Grace River and growing to be more & more like Jesus. It is in building authentic relationships with other followers. In fact, the model that Jesus gave us for developing the Kingdom during the time he lived and walked the earth was to invite people into relationship.  

Therefore, we invite you into relationship with others in the family that we call Springs Community Church. Discover for yourself the powerful connection between the principles of Scripture and the life you live everyday. Discover the profound difference it makes in your walk with Jesus to know & walk with another traveler – a fellow Jesus-follower. 

“Discover the Connection” (DTC) is a six week experience [February 25-April 1] of listening to the sermon on Sunday morning and then gathering in the home of other people at another time, discussing the principles taught and discovering the relevance of Christian teaching to your everyday life. It is about discovering the “realness” of others in our congregation. 

The focus of the preaching for the six weeks of DTC is discipleship or the belief that Jesus called us to follow Him to live His life to the full (John 10:10). His call to follow Him was a call to be students of His and to practice the words and ways that He spoke and lived. The essence of the Christian life is captured in Matthew 22:37-39, “Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.' [38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] A second is equally important: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'” 

We’re asking for people to prayerfully consider hosting a group. The qualifications for being a host is incredibly easy – 

1. be willing to pray for other people who come into your home, 

2. be open to ask others a few questions about the sermon (that will be provided to you), 

3. serve refreshments, and

4. pray those who show up. 

Hosts will receive an orientation from Bret Dalton or Rex Schultz. If you have questions, don’t hesitate to call Bret (651-8308) or Rex (200-6007).
We’re also asking for people who are not currently in a small group to sign up to be members of a group. This will be an excellent opportunity to “test drive” the idea of building a relationship with other people at SCC. It could be that the missing link in your walk with Jesus and the Christian life is an authentic relationship with other believers. This is your chance to discover the connection!

motivate people to sign up at the table in the Atrium.
Grace and the Trinity:

2Corinthians 4:15-18 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Grace is the God doing for us … Grace is HS at work. Ask God to fill you with Himself: Father, Son and HS.
Prayer, Worship, Communion

GOING DEEPER


Question: How have you experienced God’s presence deeply inside of you?  Does God’s Spirit bring you power? Truth? Grace?  Love?  What’s different when God’s Spirit is very real to you?  What would you like to learn about God’s Spirit?  

Think about who you could spend time, one on one, or in an very hands on setting, so you could get more experience with The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.  Are you ready to commit to pursue this discipleship relationship? 
