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Knowing, Be, Do: Discipleship #1

“Follow Me” means Practice Jesus’ Words and Way.

XYZ – Confession: Feb. 4 , btw services potty stop. Rule XYZ. I didn’t.  
· stood up to preach and fly was down.
· Bright orange dry cleaning tag. Thanks Johnson and Cecilia Desai, Blue Star Cleaners. Some thought orange was underware – go Bronos – but no.

· Larrry Burtoft, A.D.D., taking glasses off and on. 

· Sitting on the stool I saw my fly… video clip … headed for bathroom … Rex met me.

· Worse, Bree, brought boy friend first time. Mom, do something. No one remembers that the sermon was on HS. Linda wanted to say HS told me to tell you XYZ!!
When you were a kid adults asked you, what do you want to be when you grow up? And they were looking for answers like a fireman, a policeman, a nurse, a doctor. I have an uncle who is a nuclear physicist so my son Ben, at avout 3 years old learned to say nuclear physicist. But if you ask the wrong question you always get the wrong answer.  


Jesus didn’t ask people what do you want to DO? Jesus asked WHO DO YOU WANT TO BE?  And once you ge o know who Jesus is most of us answer I want to BE LIKE JESUS.  


20 times in the gospels Jesus says, “Follow me.”  And people who follow Him discover three categories of life:

1. Know, Be, Do – the Vision for following Jesus.

a. Know what Jesus taught.  Let me just take 3 chapters in Matthew 5,6,7.  Jesus teaches his followers about anger which if not handled caredully turns into contempt. He teaches about adultery, divorce, saying what you mean, not being judgmental, loving your enemies, giving to the needy, how to pray, fasting, money, worry, asking God for what you need, fake religious people, …any of that speak to who you want to BE?  Follow me … become a disciple. The second category is 
b. Be – transformed … like Jesus inside.  Jesus favorite thing to teach about was the kingdom of God, what life is like whne God’s really in control: Joy, Peace, faithfulness, Self-control, love, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, humility.  Am I describing qualities you’d like more of? Jesus says follow me, become my disciple. The third category is … 
c. Do – what Jesus commanded.  How to have HOPE, how to worship and pray. How to study the Bible, and experience true community. How to live and practice your unique spiritual gifts and how to be a steward of everything God gives you, not just your money. How to work thru conflict Jesus way, how to practice righteousness w/o being self rgtnss, same with justice. And how to give this life to others. 
Follow me. My preaching is all about Know, Be, Do. I want to help you know who you want to be.  
READ Matthew 7:24-27 24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

Are you radically committed to follow Jesus? 

Are you radically committed to know what he taught? To Be like Him? To Do what he invites us to do?  Or are you kind of take it or leave it?  


SCC’s mission.
Matthew 28:19-20  The Message

19Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 20Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”


Hear me clearly: our faith isn’t based on e commands of God , but the promises. . I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”


If Jesus is alive and with me, even in me by his spirit. I can GO.

We are in the midst of a stewardship campaign called Growing in Grace. Can I make one thing clear? You grow in grace by  following Jesus, or by putting his words into practice, by stepping out in faith and saying Jesus, you know I’m in conflict with this person but you tell me to get the log out of my own eye first, so not only am I going to ask you God to show me my log, but I’m gonna tell this person I’m struggling eith that my log removal is more important than the speck I see in their life. 

Growing in Grace is a prayer like this:  MY LIFE IS IN YOUR HANDSGOD. USE ME TO POINT SOMEONE TOWARD YOU TODAY – I PROMISE TO COOPEATE IN ANY WAY I CAN. IF YOU WANT ME TO SAY A WORD FOR OU TODAY, I’LL DO THAT. IF YOU WANT ME TO KEEP QUIET BUT DEMONSTRATE LOVE AND SERVANTHOOD (like the guys who moved one of our single moms yesterday), by your Spirit’s power I will. I;M FULLY AVAILABLE TO YOU TODAY, SO GUIDE ME BY YOUR SPIRIT. 

Growing in grace is about trusting that God, my Father in heaven really is taking care of me and I can trust him with my money by being generous with others: the poor, the church, other ministries, and secret giving that no one will ever know about.

2. Growing in Grace – The People Priority
a. A person-centered (OUT)capital stewardship campaign.
True followers of  Jesus, who really get it, give themselves to people. Most importantly they give themselves to pointing people to faith in Jesus.  It’s like Jesus is whispering to us, every day, try to point every person you meet to me. Live as though you actually believe that your parent, your co-worker, and your neighbor would be better off if they knew my Father – IF THEY WERE ON THE RECEIVING END OF HIS COUNSEL, his wisdom, his guidance. Br people who are willing to love and bless others; seize every opportunity I give you – not motivated by guilt or fear or religion, but with a heart full of my love … love people. Again, Jesus did this.  
b. Example – Paul
Rabbi Saul … over saw murder of Stephen, Acts 7.  He seemed to have the world by the tail. 


One day, he and a group were headed to a town called Damascus, determined to wipe out the remaining followers of Jesus. Saul thought Jesus was dead and gone so all he had to do was arrest his few remaining followers.


On the road to Damascus, suddenly a blinding light from heaven appeared and knocked Saul odd his donkey.  Saul sensed Jesus saying to him, “Saul, why do you persecute me?” In meeting the resurrected Jesus, alive and present, Saul the persecutor became Paul the apostle. Foe became friend. 

Listen:  
Acts 9:3-6 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
Why would Jesus do this for an enemy of his followers?


Jesus supernatural vision regarding people’s potential gave him irrepressible optimism as he engaged with vagrants, liars, cowards, and crooks. To them all His promise was the same. The old can become new. The fallen can be restored. The prideful can be humbled. The wanderers can come home. The weak can become strong. Derelicts can become disciples.
c. Jesus truly believed in the power of God to transform human lives – a belief that motivated his insatiable pursuit of all sorts of people at all points on the spiritual spectrum. He dreamed about what could happen in a person’s life if God’s power were released in them, and so he pushed thru people’s fear, and sin and he kept including people, loving people, and lifting them up to their God given potential. 
d. Grace River Story – In his book, Just Walk Across the Room Bill Hybels tells this story about a Muslim man … read pages 20-22.
Jesus truly believed in the power of God to transform human lives – all sorts of people at all points on the spiritual spectrum. He dreamed about what could happen in a person’s life if God’s power were released in them.

Jason Smits and Chris at Penrose Main


Following Jesus is loving people like Jesus does, cooperating w HS.  Walk across the room when he prompts you to connect w someone. 

3. Growing in Grace grows People;  changed lives; transformation … like Jesus
a. FULL TIME CHILDREN'S PASTOR – families learning to life by faith on promises of God … to stand in grace river.
b. NEW MINISTRY START – SEPT. young couples, some without kids, some with kids, but a different style of church ,, new wine skin, same wine od HS. 
c. TEACHING PASTOR- 2 Things: building followers of Jesus, other than me and the long term future leadership of this church. God willing, I want to help mentor the next leader of SCC. And no I am not planning an exit .. I’m preparing to leave a legacy. 
d. MORTGAGE – thanks for Space for Grace,  mil pledged, $828,000 colleced. Very good. 
e. COMMISSIONED LEADERS – intentional leader training.
f. MISSIONS 10%
4. Growing in Grace – Following Jesus with Faith
Faith is putting your trust, not in the commands of God, but in the Promises of God.

1John 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.


not self effort … HS living in you making your faith really live and work.
Galatians 5:6  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  Love … 1 Cor 13. weddings NOT… us 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails.

Sadly we see love fail all the time … but what if love really were and insde job, God at work filling me with his love, so I can effectively love you, even if you and I are up-side-down. 

Rom 8 Nothing can separate… I can be full of god’s love. 
Hebrews 11:6 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

 
Earnestly means sincerely … Larry taught that God knows us better than we know ourselves. Come to God as you are … seek him…as you are .. be real.
We don’t need to pretend for god so why pretend for each other.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
Larry’s message … no condemnation … so let God in to all areas of lif so I can be like Jesus in all areas.  Small groups …today.
Matthew 6:19-20 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
 How do I store up treause in heaven? I invest in people for God’s sake, for eternity … because when people trust God that lasts forever. 
5. How will you walk by faith, Growing in Grace?
Walk them thru card.  

Next sun 1 service 10:30. 
Listen to God.  faith … not foolishness. 
Pray   listen… be still…promise…eph 3:20-21
Going Deeper:

1. What is the cost of discipleship? What sacrifices are you making?

2. What is the cost of non-discipleship? Read this quote:

“…the cost of nondiscipleship is far greater than the price paid to walk with Jesus.  Nondiscipleship costs abiding peace, a life penetrated throughout by love, faith that sees everything in the light of God's overriding governance for good, hopefulness that stands firm in the most discouraging of circumstances, power to do what is right and withstand the forces of evil. In short, it costs exactly that abundance of life Jesus said he came to bring (John 10:10).  The cross-shaped yoke of Christ is after all an instrument of liberation and power to those who live in it with him and learn the meekness and lowliness of heart that brings rest to the soul.” 

Dallas Willard, Spirit of the Disciplines, page 263.
3. Who are you following Jesus with? Is someone showing you the way? Are you being real with someone?

4. Using the book Growing in Christ Together, turn to page 19. Is the Hly Spirit leading you to invest in someone? To reach out to love someone?
5. Pray together.

