FLOW #3: Living for the World, like Jesus
Mission Sunday

SCC   2.12.06  SRB

You’ve been hearing people talk about Following Jesus, serving him in mission to the world locally and globally.  Question: where is God leading you to serve? [pause]
OVERVIEW OF FLOW
PICTURE OF RIVER & WATERFALLS2
We are in a series these days called “Flow.” And we talked about a couple of different

primary ideas. We talked about how in the New Testament there are these statements

about this wonderful life that we’re promised. Where Jesus says things like, “Anybody

who follows me”--as the Scriptures say “out of his belly”--out of the core of your being--

“will flow rivers of living water.” So there is this life we are promised, and it’s a really

good life. Jesus says, “I have taught you these things that your joy might be fulfilled.”

PICTURE OF CLIFF - GAP
Then we talked about how most of us, if we’re honest, experience a reality that falls far

short of what it is that we’re promised. there’s this gap. We’ve looked about how people have different responses to the gap. Some people decide, “I’m just going to try harder to live this kind of life that I know I’m supposed to.” And some people fake it, and a lot of people just give up.

PICTURE OF WATERFALL HEART

Then we talked about this idea that Jesus expressed that because the Holy Spirit has come

into this world, there is a river of spiritual life that’s available to everybody. There’s a

kind of flowing of God’s presence and power. 
PICTURE OF SURFERS ON WAVE

I picture that kind of like this—waves. God keeps sending waves of grace our way.   Our job is to just not get in the way of what the Holy Spirit is doing. To not grieve the Spirit, not close ourselves off to the FLOW of God’s power in our life. On a day like this when I come into this place, instead of being filled with fear and worry and panic, I trust that there is a God who is on the throne. When I look for somebody that I can serve, that I can love like Jesus loves me, I really am flowing with the Spirit.

KEEP PICTURE OF SURFERS ON WAVE

But I don’t always do this. Sometimes I mess up, I take a header, and I end up

falling off the surfboard when I mismanage resentment & anger or I get anxious and worried.  Sometimes I wipe out because of what Jesus called Greed: mismanaged or mis-focused desires and Superority & pride make are a wipe out as well. 

The key is--because God is a gracious God who provides power for us all the time--the key is God sends another wave. There’s another opportunity in that next moment for me to get right back into the flow.

One of the goals of Christian living is to reduce the gap, reduce the lag time between when I take a header, when I’m out of the flow spiritually, and when I get back

In the FLOW.   I just submit myself again to the Holy Spirit and say, “Spirit, whatever you want me to do, I submit myself again to you.”

Paul said, “This one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind . . .” It doesn’t mean I don’t

confess or I don’t learn from it. It means I don’t let myself sink at this point. Letting go

of that “I press on towards the mark”--I get back into the flow of the Spirit. The goal is
a shorter recovery time when I get out of flow. That’s what we’ve been looking at in

this series about how God wants to renew us from the inside, renew our minds.

Question. Let’s say that somebody who does not know God starts coming to Springs Community. They start attending services. They get involved in a small group. People are praying for them--all of the stuff that we do--and it works. They become a Christian. They become a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ. They want to grow spiritually, to learn how to stand in Grace River, moment by moment ... life in the FLOW. 
Let’s say they’re around here five years. What do we, as a church, all agree that a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ ought to look like? Think about this. Have you ever belonged to a church where they had a clear discussion about what do we expect from somebody who becomes a follower of Jesus?

Churches have expectations, to be sure, but they aren’t discussed openly. They’re kind of

underground. Some expect that folks who go to church wouldn’t swear, wouldn’t drink, wouldn’t smoke, wouldn’t move rhythmically to music. [oooh! I’m safe. My wife assures me that I have never been able to move rhythmically to music! In fact she tells me that putting my teeth over my bottom lip and doing my shoulder action is NOT dancing.]  

But here are some things that chuch people don’t expect. They don’t expect that someone would put away resentment. They didn’t expect that people who were feuding in the church—and sometimes there were people who feuded with each other in the church for years—they didn’t expect that they’d start to love each other.

They didn’t expect someone who had been going to church for 40 years, and had been

cranky for 40 years, would become a joyful person. They expected them to stay cranky - to crank right into the grave. We would have been surprised if they had stopped cranking.

We didn’t expect sour, negative, self-righteous people to suddenly have “rivers of living water flowing out of their belly.” If they would have, we would have said, “You have rivers of living water flowing out of your belly! What happened to you?” We did not have clear, New Testament expectations about what to expect of Jesus’ followers, over time. 
Now, some people get nervous when there’s a discussion like this in a church, and they’ll say things like, “In our church, we’re not into expectations for people. We’re just into grace.” Grace is precisely why the New Testament writers expected human life to change. Grace is not just about forgiveness. Grace ordinarily in the Christian life is experienced as power from God to bridge the gap and live the life!
Paul writes this in 2 Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you,

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” Not because you are trying so hard, but because that is what grace does. Grace changes people.
So Springs Community, what about us? If a person makes a sincere commitment to

become a fully devoted follower, if they begin to follow Christ, if the Holy Spirit is

indwelling in them, and their learning about life in Grace River, if they become a part of our community, what do we expect? 
Natalie Yungner, Dan Gavrich, Wayne Ebert are people who are being changed. Jesus said of people like this, “You are the Salt of the Earth … You are the Light of the World … His light, His spirit is transforming us … I’m living in the FLOW.  I’ll come back to what it means to be salt and light in a few minutes. 
Paul talks about certain patterns or behaviors or sins that cut us off from the flow of the

Spirit. And he says, “You ought to discard them like old clothes, like rags.” That

metaphor is so important that it’s used nine different times in the New Testament: “Take off this stuff like taking off a dirty shirt.”

POWER POINT: RAGS
Paul got this from Jesus who taught in the Sermon on the Mount, these patterns that quench the Holy Spirit. RAGS stands for 

R – Resentment, anger contempt for others. 


A – Anxiety, worry, fear. 


G – Greed, misplaced desires, destructive desires, desires that may be good in themselves but we’re out of the FLOW with God, so the desire becomes a god. 


S – Superiority – thinking we’re better than others.  Getting good at getting the speck out of other people’s eyes and missing the truth that there is a log in our own eye. 


R.A.G.S.  Put off old rags.  

I think we ought to expect, over time, with the help of the Holy Spirit when we’re in community, that followers of Jesus become less governed by resentment and get more loving and become less anxious and worried and unwilling to trust God and more at peace. Less driven by misguided desires and addictions and appetites, and more characterized by self-control. And to do all of this with a decreasing sense of superiority, and an increasing sense of humility and servanthood. 

Small group leaders, you have got to help us with this. So small group leaders, if all the rest of us end up being crabby, anxious, greedy, self-righteous people, it’s your fault. No, I don’t mean that. Each one of us is responsible for our own lives. But we badly need small groups to be kind of labs where people can diagnose their soul with love and grace and mutual humility. 

Where I can learn what’s keeping me, from living in the flow of the Spirit. I want to give to all of you who are part of a small group a kind of spiritual diagnostic question. It’s kind of technical. Spiritual directors have been using it for centuries. It’s this question: How is it going? [turn to person next to you and ask …]
Next week I’m going take you into an in depth look at the “R” of resentment, anger and contempt.  We’ll learn how, in the FLOW of God’s Holy Spirit and the Power of grace we can grow, putting off resentment.  

Today, I want you to think  … if God is calling you to make a commitment to live in His FLOW and to get smart about the things that break the FLOW, where is God leading you to serve?  

Jesus said in Matthew 5:13-16 You are the Salt of the earth & light of the world. Listen:

Salt is a spice and a preservative.  If I’m living like salt in my everyday life, in the FLOW of God’s spirit, from the inside out, that’s going to be an attractive spice to some people and it’s going to help others survive; preserve their lives.  Again: 


Linda keeps on our fridge at home this quote: THE SMALLEST AMOUNT OF LIGHT IS INFINITELY MORE POWERFUL THAT MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF DARKNESS.

Two examples: A young woman’s pregnant and thinking about abortion. What if, what if … she not only had a struggle with right and wrong regarding abortion. What if, she believed that all the power and love of God were with her and working inside of her so that a decision to keep the baby, as scary as that is, was a decision to live in the FLOW of God’s spirit for the rest of her life.  What if she were surrounded by a community of people who shared that FLOW with her.  That’s where the courage comes from to make a hard, right choice. 


Second. A young man’s going off to war.  He decides, in spite of all the fear around him that he’s not afraid of terrorists because he’s not afraid of dying. He’s following Jesus … who died … and death did not have the power to keep Jesus from coming back to life … and terrorists and the possibility of death don’t have the power to dominate this young man either. 
That doesn’t mean he won’t be careful, that we, as a nation, shouldn’t be careful.  That doesn’t mean he wants to die … he wants to live, but he won’t live in fear of death.  He’s going off to serve his country, but make no mistake, inside he’s living for Jesus, the One whose alive! Tell me again, why you are so afraid of terrorists?  
Think about it. Your mind is where you and the Holy Spirit discover both the truth and the power of grace to live in the truth. Living in the FLOW, even if you wipe out and have to get back up on your borad to catch the next wave of God’s grace, living in the flow is how you let your light shine, how you remain salty.  
Paul is getting at the same idea in 2 Corinthians 4:  We are jars of clay … to show the all surpassing power is from God and not from us.  Listen: to the New Living Translation:

7But this precious treasure—this light and power that now shine within us—is held in perishable containers, that is, in our weak bodies. [Jars of clay] So everyone can see that our glorious power is from God and is not our own.
8We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed and broken. Why? Because the Holy Spirit, the Power of God is living inside me.  We are perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit. We think about quitting, but then the power of Grace kicks in. 9We are hunted down, but God never abandons us. We get knocked down, but we get up again and keep going. 10Through suffering, these bodies of ours constantly share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 
There is a deep mistake in some of your thinking. You think God rewards good people and punishes bad people IN THIS LIFE, and therefore following Jesus should make life easier.  You are wrong.  Jesus promised trouble to his followers.  And Jesus promised power IN THE FLOW, His Spirit flowing inside of you, to those who face trouble:
11Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be obvious in our dying bodies.

Where is God leading you to serve? 
One of the age old questions the followers of Jesus have wrestled with is how do we live IN the world without being OF the world.  One extreme is become a monk and hide away in a religious sanctuary. The problem with hiding away is your light may be shining but no one in the real world can see it. Jesus didn’t hide from the world.  


Here’s a test: have you ever noticed how young people under the age of 25 wear their baseball hats in church?  One response is, “why doesn’t somebody teach those kids some manners and that out or respect for God, you always take your hat off in church.”  A different response is: “I’m so glad to belong to a church where people feel safe to come seeking God with us, even if they don’t know how to dress for church.”  One of the RAGS is superiority. Take off that dirty old rag.
The other extreme is to get so caught up in the ways of the world that you’re really not much different from the world we live in. I’m going to be gentle in what I’m about to say, but I’m also going to be honest.  The divorce rate of evangelicals, people who say they follow Jesus is the same as the culture around us.  There are complicated reasons for that, but we have GOT to learn to put off our RAGS, especially resentment, anger and contempt … not by working hard, not by faking it, not by giving up, but hard as it is … by the Power of the Holy Spirit … by letting Grace work in us, who are growing in grace, and it’s power.  

Say this next line with me.
We live IN the world, but are not OF the world, by living in the FLOW.

Dan Gavrich was scared to go to Africa, but the Holy Spirit was more than powerful enough once he got there. It changed his life. 

Wayne Ebert was expecting stuffy religious people and found out that Prakash and Harsha, Daniyar, George Goff … were real people …. Living in the flow. It changed Wayne’s life and still is changing his life. 
Follow along as we practice thinking with Paul when he wrote Ephesians 4:17 – 5:2  
17So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. It is astounding how often people think they are the victims of whatever thoughts happen to run through their minds. They act as if they’re just a passive spectator, watching thoughts pass across the screen of their mind, like they were watching television or something.

 18They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Paul used to have one of those hard hearts, until Jesus got hold of his heart INSIDE.  Amazing Grace changed him, connected Him to the life of God. 19Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. Check me on this. Our culture thinks, if you have a need, a want, a desire, you have a right to MEET that need.  Jesus lived, not to meet his needs, but to allow God to meet his needs and to live sacrificially for others. Not indulgence. Sacrifice. A very, very different way to live. 
20You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  Jesus was full of grace AND full of truth. The goal of following Jesus is to be so full of grace that we can deeply  hear the truth, even when it’s calling us to change, and to be so full of truth that we can trust God for the power to change. 22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, Put off those dirty RAGS, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your minds; Sid and I taught you last week: your mind is the primary intersection where God’s Spirit gives you God’s power, 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  He could just as easily have said, created to be like Jesus, in true righteousness and holiness.  Now Paul get specific … but be careful … this is not a list of rules you’re supposed to work hard at. This is a list, in the Flow of the Holy Spirit, being made new in the attitude of your minds, where God will change how you live. 
25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. Since we’re family, forever, eternally, I’m learning to speak the truth in love with you. Practice, people. God’s sending you another wave. 26“In your anger do not sin” : Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. Next week we’ll come back to this. Anger is normal. Anger that leads to sin, to hurting others, is not what God wants for us. It’s time to grow up in our anger responses.  28He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.
29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

5: 1Be imitators of God, That’s the main thing Jesus’ followers do, imitate Jesus.  therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
You are the salt of the earth … Where is God leading you serve … in the FLOW?
You are the light of the world …”

“

”
in the FLOW? 

You are a jar of clay, but that’s so that God’s power can be seen in your jar, as your live and serve in the FLOW.  Where’s God calling you? 

We live IN the world, but are not OF the world, by living in the FLOW.
God’s calling us to His world … to live like Jesus … Go … in the flow.
Pray - brief
Songs: Our Heart; Sanctuary
Prayer: David Lewis

DVD of Africa while Steve reads this letter

POWER POINT CAN PUT UP LETTER

Rev. Steven Brooks and members of Spring Community Church, Church 7290 

Lexington Drive Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Dear Members of Spring Community Church,

Shanti Dham Church in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania would like you to share in meetings here during the month of Aug / Sep, 2006. The purpose of your visit would be to allow our congregation to meet and experience ministry with you. 

We are inviting twenty people, (including couple of, 'prayer warriors, from New Life Church) in group of two and hope you will be able to attend this seven day time of  fellowship for His Kingdom's glory. Grace and peace of the Lord be with you.

We look forward to seeing you.

Pastor Prakash Khetia.
Challenge/ Benediction:  Steve

Where is God leading you to serve?  

Possible DVD from Pam Longo
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