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I’ll Be Home for Christmas #1: Hope & Home

SCC  12.3.06   SRB

There’s a line in the Musical:  I’ll Be Home for Christmas, this afternoon, 12/3 3:30pm. Grandpa Howard says, “God didn’t give us easy answers about things like war and death. What he did give us is Himself.”

I’ll Be Home for Christmas is about HOPE and Jesus, the Himself whom God gave us IS our HOPE. Don’t miss this opportunity to begin Christmas well and don’t miss the opportunity to bring a friend with you. 

Hope & Home – Jesus is our Hope & our Home
Listen:

John 14:1-7  1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Sounds like your heart matters to Jesus, doesn’t it. Trust in God; trust also in me.  Trust is essential. Radical trust in God and Jesus. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. It’s a picture of intimacy. Jesus is telling you He wants you to come home to His House. I’ll be home for Christmas. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. This invitation is to You!  Will you accept?  4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. Jesus means that He invites you to the Way of Life, his life and the truth of Life, His life and the life fill with Hope and Home.  No one comes to the Father except through me. But you can come Home to God through Him. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

First, you have to find hope and I’m telling you Jesus has real HOPE for all of you. I’ve got good news and really good news for all of you.

1. My Hope begins in Jesus Alive: 


Peter, one of Jesus’ closest followers writes: 

1 Peter 1:3 NIV 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Now let’s be honest. There are a lot of modern people who don’t believe in Jesus resurrection for the simple reason that once you’re dead, you’re dead. End of discussion.  One of those people was my first wife’s father, Charlie. Charlie was very sarcastic about religion in general. And then his daughter, my wife Kathie, was killed in a car accident and Charlie latched on to our hope that Kathie was alive and well in heaven.  It was ironic, but it’s hard to face death without HOPE.

Jesus promise is that whoever lives and believes in Him will not die, but will be in heaven with Him when this body expires. I’m gonna rise, like Jesus.  So are you if you believe. That’s what’s behind Peters statement, 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Listen to this passage from The Message paraphrase:
3What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, 4including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! 5God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed and whole.
6I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. 7Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it’s your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory.
8You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. 9Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re looking forward to: total salvation.

Here’s the deal. The God who has the power to raise Jesus from the dead is the God who is on your side now. That same power is available for you to deal with all the crap life throws at you. Did I say crap?  Yes. Softer language doesn’t describe how tough life can be. But God’s power, God’s love, God’s grace and the gifts of heaven flowing our way are more than enough to deal with the crap. 


Standing in Grace River is about the power of Jesus’ resurrection at work IN you.  Battles inside yourself and outside yourself can be won with God’s power. Come home.  Home where there is living HOPE.


2. Hope waits …because God is the One working.

Romans 8:24-25 NIV 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 


Paul’s point is that we wait … something we hate to do … we wait with HOPE.  But we also wait together. So part of what we do is help others wait with HOPE.

There are a lot of people on planet earth still waiting for hope to arrive. Pray Magazine, produced right here in Colorado Springs by the Navigators, focused it’s most recent issue on the Aides crisis.  Brian Considine went to Africa. I quote:

“Our hosts took us first to the home of a woman widowed by AIDS and her three children living in the remote village of Masaka, Uganda. It was obvious that this young mother was also sick. We were told she would probably die within the year. If that happened her children would become orphans. 

Right there in the widows home, we prayed that she and her little family would know the love of God. I recalled my earlier assumption that people became AIDS victims through their own poor choices.  But that was so far from the truth for this woman and her children. I never found out how God answered our prayer for that family. But I do know that He began to answer, that day, my prayer to see AIDS as He does.” 

Rick Warren and Bill Hybels, two evangelical leaders have been challenging the church to take up the cause for AIDS.  Rick Warren took some criticism this week because he invited Barack Obama to speak at the Global Summit on Aids at Saddleback. Obama is pro abortion and that’s why Warren took flack even though Rick’s very clear that he and Obama disagree on abortion, still they do agree on the importance of fighting against AIDS. Turns out we can follow Jesus and not agree on everything.

Last summer our leaders went to the Willow creek Leadership Summit and Bill Hybels interviewed Bono, the lead singer of U2, a follower of Jesus and a champion for the fight against AIDS. Here’s a clip from that interview.
VIDEO CLIP: BONO & HYBELS, 2min. 30 sec.


So bringing HOPE to AIDS victims is something a follower of Jesus might engage in, meaningfully. But we bring HOPE to all kinds of people. This Christmas, right here in El Paso County we are committed to a strategy of Blessing people:

Faith Partners – repair work with single moms.


Northern Churches Cares – bring groceries or money next Sunday.


Women of Valor – gifts for kids next Saturday


Rocky Mtn Field Institute – Build small dams out at Garden of the Gods


Ronald McDonald House – help decorate the house for Christmas

Care and Share – answer phones for their help line. 


Salvation Army – Ring the Bell at King Soopers

Library of Hope – send books to kids whose parents are in prison


Urban Peak – Help the homeless teens in our area.

Talk with Natalie Yungner and our missions people if you want to learn more about these ideas. Hope is what were giving. Home … Jesus is their home too and we may have to start with building relationships for them to know where home really is. Love is powerful that way.


Becky Jacobs, a Christian who works at El Paso Department of Human Services, emailed me about a ministry to feed children and distribute gifts on December 16th. Linda and I and our grown kids all decided weeks ago that Christmas for us this year wasn’t going to be the gift giving thing. Instead we are going to give ourselves to these folks in the parking lot of the Department of Human Services from 9 to noon on the 16th.  

First, you find HOPE in Jesus. Then you give hope to someone else who is in the waiting room of life.
3. Hope (Jesus) is my Anchor in the storm.
There a passage in the Bible in Hebrews 6 that calls Jesus our Anchor of Hope. 
Hebrews 6:16-20 NLT 16Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

God made a promise to Abraham that he and Sarah would be parents of a great nation. Abraham believed God’s promise; hoped in God’s promise. Abraham was 100 years old when his son was born. Talk about waiting. 
God is faithful to His promises.  Like an Anchor is faithful to a boat.  Ah, the sailor comes out of your pastor.  
This is an anchor. Actually, it’s a sand anchor.  The blade wedges into the sand, and if it’s set right will hold more firmly the harder the boat pulls on the anchor.  The long rope assures the angle makes the blade dig deeper.

God’s promises are like an anchor, trust worthy, even while you wait. His timing is rarely our timing, but God is faithful. Say that with me. 

Last week, second service I ended with a statement that God’s grace is sufficient for all of your needs, for all of your families needs, for all of our nations needs, for all of our world’s needs.  But is God your anchor? 

Do you trust his promises? Do you trust God? Jesus? The Holy Spirit?  Are you willing to learn how to follow Jesus? To put Jesus words and promises into practice? Jesus words are about trusting God in any and all situations.

So what is it that has you in the waiting room right now?  

We are gong to practice Hope. 


4. Practice Hope



Training for Reigning

1. Is Jesus your anchor?  Your Savior?  The One you’re committed to follow for life, life now and life eternal?
2. Set your anchor? 

3. What promises has God made to you?

a. Why do you worry?

Matthew 6:25-33

25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
… 31So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?... 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
b. Secret of Contentment? I can do all things thru Christ who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:11-13 for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
c. Resurrection … LIFE will win, even in face of crap.

Philppians 3:10-11 The Message

10I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. 
4. Is there someone you need to go to give them hope this Christmas?

5. Silence … practice HOPE.

December 3, 2006

Going Deeper for children

Home activities centered around the Sunday school lesson

Setting the Stage: Review today’s lesson from Genesis 32-33, 35:1-14 

Discovering on Your Own:
· After 20 years of living with Laban, Jacob wants to return to his brother.  Why did Jacob leave Esau initially?  Read Genesis 27 to help you remember.

· In Genesis 32, Jacob prepares to meet Esau.  Do you think he made a good plan?  How would you feel if you were Jacob?  If you were Esau?  

· Jacob and Esau and Jacob finally meet in Genesis 33.  What in the story surprises you about their meeting?  

· After Jacob meets Esau in Genesis 33 he goes to Shechem and buys land from the sons of Hamor.  Read Genesis 34 to discover what other interaction Jacob and his sons have with the sons of Hamor.  (Parental discernment advised.)

Read Ahead for Next Week:

Genesis 35:15-29, 37         Death of Rachel & Isaac, Joseph’s Early Life
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	A Time to Give
	

	
	
	
	

	Organization
	Volunteer needs
	Date Needed
	Contact Info

	Faith Partners
	Repair/handy work needed on the homes of single moms.  Give an hour, a morning or a day.
	Open
	Jordan Davis 444-8117

	Northern Churches Care
	Adopt-A-Family – a churched individual, family, Sunday school class or small group (whatever) adopts a family that NCC matches with them for the holiday season.  This involves providing an uncooked Thanksgiving meal, and uncooked Christmas meal (with presents or gift cards for the family’s kids) and inviting the family to your church’s holiday programs.  
	Open
	Staci,          277-7470   ext 125

	 
	Holiday Baskets – a churched individual, family, Sunday school class or small group (whatever) is matched with a family for either Thanksgiving or Christmas to provide an uncooked meal (as well as gifts or gift cards for kids if choosing to do a Christmas Basket).  Unlike years past, we would like for these NCC families to come directly to the churches to received their baskets (or for churches to deliver them to the families—whichever your church chooses).  This more closely connects needy members of our community with local churches—the true goal of this holiday program.
	Open
	Staci,          277-7470   ext 125

	Women of Valor
	Volunteer to help at the annual Christmas Party for the Single moms and their kids.  
	December 9, 9am
	Pam Gamer 260-6081

	 
	Provide a gift for one of the children of Valiant Kids, the children's program of Women of Valor, or a gift for one of the moms, selected and given by their child.
	Sundays, October 15-November 25
	Pam Gamer 260-6081

	Rocky Mtn Field Institute
	"Keep Garden of the Gods from Going down the Drain"  Build small dams to help prevent erosion in one of our most beautiful and treasured landmarks.
	December 3, 9 & 11--9am-3pm                December 11, 8am-5pm
	 

	Ronald McDonald House
	House Decorating:  Help our House Manager put up the Christmas Trees, decorate the house for Christmas, bake some cookies.
	December 2 - 10am to whenever
	Call Lyn,    471-1814

	Care & Share
	Help Line: Persons in need call the Help Line and are asked a series of questions to determine the agency that will best meet their needs. In general the help line is open Monday - Friday from 9am - 1pm. Volunteers go through an initial orientation and training with a member of the Agency Relations Department. 
	 
	For all Care & Share jobs, call Givan Fox

	 
	Warehouse: Job duties may include filling agency orders, helping agency shoppers load food into their vehicle; helping food drive donors bring in their donations, etc. This position may involve heavy lifting.
	 
	at 528-1247

	Care & Share
	Repack:  Care & Share often receives food packaged in bulk quantities (e.g. peanut butter, cereal, pasta, rice, etc.). Volunteers repackage this product into a consumer-friendly size for the families it will eventually help feed.
	 
	 

	 
	Sorting:  Once food drive food has been brought into our warehouse, it must be inspected to ensure it is safe for consumption, then sorted into appropriate categories for distribution to our member agencies.
	 
	 

	 
	Data Entry: We often are in need of computer literate volunteers to help us maintain our databases. Volunteers in this position must be able to work during Care & Share office hours (Mon-Fri, 8 to 5).
	 
	 

	 
	Clerical: Work such as filing, typing, folding and stuffing envelopes, organizing historical files, etc. are an important part of our daily routine. This position helps save us time and money.
	 
	 

	 
	Food pickup/Delivery: We are often in need of volunteers to help in the delivery of food drive barrels and in the pick-up of food once a drive is complete. This volunteer position requires the use of your personal vehicle and may include some heavy lifting.
	 
	 

	Salvation Army
	2006 Red Kettle Campaign – Adopt-A-Kettle, Bell Ringing & Kettle Breakfast
	 
	Call          636-5266 

	 
	Community Holiday Dinners – Thanksgiving & Christmas Serve meals to those that need one most.  Volunteers needed all day, the meal is served from 10:30-12:30.  Meals served at different locations, call for more information or to sign up.  Christmas volunteers call AFTER December 1.
	 
	Call          636-5266 

	 
	The Great Holiday Bake Off – 500 pies needed for each Holiday.  Call Jolene and leave your name, phone number and the number of pies you'll bring.  Deliver Thanksgiving pies to the Oddfellows Hall on November 22, Christmas pies on December 24. 
	 
	Call Jolene, 636-5266

	 
	AFA Falcon Children’s Holiday Party – help with set up, serving, clean up and meet the Falcon Team up close as they host a Christmas party for area children.
	 
	Rose Murtz, 884-1050

	 
	Angel  Tree – help man one of our Christmas tree’s at the Citadel or Chapel Hills Mall
	 
	Call          636-5266 

	 
	Holiday Distribution: Application intake and distribution of food & toys
	 
	Call          636-5266 

	 
	Community Care Ministry & Distribution – help The Salvation Army church deliver gifts to nursing homes.
	 
	Call          636-5266 

	Salvation Army
	Fill-a-Stocking Program:  Fill a stocking for a local child.  You can shop for a boy or a girl and any age, from newborn through teens.
	By December 15
	Call          636-5266 

	 
	Adopt-A-Family – adopt a family that Salvation Army matches with you for the holiday season.  This involves providing a gift card to a supermarket for the holiday meal, "fun gifts", "practical gifts", and any other Christmas touches you can give, wish lists are provided by the family.  
	Drop off gift packages on December 18 or 19
	Call          636-5266 

	Library of Hope
	Packing up libraries prisoners around the country.  There's also work with the Children's library, a program that sends materials to children of incarcerated parents.  Some heavy lifting and warehouse environment involved.
	 
	FMI Call Natalie 964-5751

	Urban Peak
	Help the homeless teens in our area.  Urban Peak is a shelter open only to teens.  This holiday season, they need donations of gift cards to give the teens as Christmas presents, people willing to cook breakfast or dinner (on days other than the holiday), and to decorate the shelter for Christmas.
	 
	Call Renee, 630-3223   ext22 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Growing Deeper:
1. How is Hope in Jesus different from wishful thinking?

2. How does a relationship with Jesus foster Hope in us?
3. Discuss how Jesus resurrection is hope, not only for heaven someday, but how His resurrection is hope today?

4. How patient are you in waiting?

5. Share are story where Jesus was your anchor.

6. For what are you trusting Jesus for real Hope, today?
