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Listening to God #1: Praise, Presence and Hearing God’s Voice

SCC  11.5.06   SRB

Video Clip – on listening to God  “bestilladultversion”
Let me begin by asking you to listen to God regarding Ted Haggard and New Life Church.  I know you’ve been listening to the media and to other people’s thoughts about all this. But have you gotten into Grace River where you can listen to God about all this?

Matt Heard, pastor at Woodmen Valley is going up to New Life today to tell them that the rest of the churches of Colorado Springs 1) grieve this situation with them, 2) stand with them in Unity, 3) love Ted, his family and New Life Church and 4) have God’s Hope for their future.


Ted Haggard is my friend. He’s now been removed as pastor of New Life.  I am not in shock that Ted may have committed any or all of these allegations.  Many would cut and run from Ted because he’s given the church a black eye.  That’s a strange sentiment from people who claim that we are saved from our sin, only because God chose to love us and die for us.  We are broken people. 

Let me remind you about some of the heroes of the Bible.  Noah got drunk. Abraham, the father of faith, wanted to save his own skin so he sold out his own family. Moses was a murderer before he led the people of Israel. David committed adultery. Peter denied he even knew Jesus.

Let’s get into Grace River to think about this. Grace River, a church by the broken, for the broken.  We don’t serve a God who looks at our sin and is somehow in sock, disbelief and denial.  And God’s people shouldn’t be either. Now is the time to pray for Ted and his family and New Life Church. Now is the time to pray for Mike Jones, the man who felt the need to air this allegation. And to pray for the divided communities of our nation – the gay and lesbian community, the evangelical community, and everyone in between.  


When King David committed adultery he repented and grew in the Lord and God says David was one of the hero’s of our faith.  I pray for Ted that way.  That Ted Haggard with repent and grow and become to use Henri Nouwen’s phrase, a wounded healer … like Jesus. 


Let’s memorize Romans 5:20 “… where sin increased, grace increased all the more.” 


Pray.



Listen
Let’s talk about …

Learning to Listen to God’s Voice:
Jesus said in John 10:27-28 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.

A year ago George Goff was here, our missionary pilot in Honduras and George, one of the most humble men I’ve ever met said, before you can be a good leader you have to learn to be a good sheep.  Jesus said … 

27My sheep listen to my voice.  I want to help you get better and listening to and hearing God’s voice. Because when you get good at hearing God’s voice you can then truly follow Him.  


Before Jesus died he told his disciples that He would send the Holy Spirit to lead us. Listen:  
John 16:13 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.

Listening to God means hearing the truth of what God is saying to you about your life situations so that once you’ve heard his voice you can simply obey, with child like joy. Does God really speak to us?  Listen to this story from Paul’s life in Acts 16:6-10

6Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.


Yes, God speaks to us today, just like He spoke to Paul and the early Christians. But many of us would admit that we’re not very good at listening.  Jesus taught his followers to pray and prayer is not just talking to God is listening to God. 


Were going to use the Lord’s prayer for the next four weeks to learn how to pray, and how to listen to God. Last week we read it together.  Before we read it together I want to make one clear point. Jesus did not intend that we simply recite this prayer, the way I did growing up in church. Jesus intended that we understand the pattern of this prayer as a pattern for how we stay close to God, listening to Him. 

Read this with me…slowly   The Lord’s Prayer … How I Learn to Listen.
Matthew 6:9-13 NIV
9“This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10    your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
11    Give us today our daily bread.
12    Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13    And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.’
Now listen as I read you the same prayer from … Matthew 6:9-13 The Message 
Our Father in heaven, Reveal who you are.
10Set the world right; Do what’s best— as above, so below.
11Keep us alive with three square meals.
12Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.
13Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.
You’re in charge! You can do anything you want!
You’re ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes.
Today I want you to focus on this first line: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name,  Jesus favorite name for God was …Father or Abba in his language; daddy. 
How to Listen to God:
1. Focus on God, Our Father.
I’m blessed to have a father and mother who have loved me well for 55 years.  Last week Linda and I flew to Johns Hopkins and my 83 year old parents met us there. My father has given me many good gifts over the years.  

Jesus, tongue firmly planted in cheek says, 9“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,I [that’s the tongue in cheek part] how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

Your Father in Heaven loves to give you good gifts and loves to bless you and loves to meet your deepest needs.  But here’s the question, do you believe that?  I find many people treat God like a cosmic vending machine. When things are going the way I want them to, I like my Father in heaven. When things are going badly I think God’s messed up.  Jesus says your Father loves to give you gifts. He says you don’t need to worry about what you eat or drink or wear because He knows what you need and He loves you.  And catch this: God hasn’t changed in the last 2000 years. He still loves to bless you.

In early October I received an email about a healing conference in Michigan next weekend. I had already scheduled two trips to California for this week and next so I couldn’t go. But I told you last week about my Motor Neuron Disease – the letter explaining that is at the welcome center if you need a copy – and Linda asked if we could go.  It took a couple of weeks but I’m trying to listen to God, who sometimes speaks through my wife and now I’m not going to California at all. My entire family is going to MICHIGAN to the healing conference. We’re convinced God is calling us there.


Listening to the Father who loves you. One of the ways you listen is to …
a. Find Your Spiritual Center
A couple of weeks ago Andrea Reidner stood up here an talked about how praise 

and worship in Tanzania helped our short term mission team find their center.  Worship reminds me of who God is and who I am as His child.

When I’m trying to find my center I almost always open my Bible and I often open it to the book of Psalms.  Psalm 121 this week.  
1    I lift up my eyes to the hills— where does my help come from?
2    My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
3    He will not let your foot slip—
he who watches over you will not slumber;
4    indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep…
7    The LORD will keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life;
8    the LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
I also read good authors to help me find my center. Eugene Peterson wrote about Psalm 121 in this book: A LONG OBEDIENCE IN THE SAME DIRECTION.

Here’s another devotional guide a number of us have used at SCC.


When I find my center I find God, abba, my father.
b. Open Yourself to All God IS.

I’m still learning about my Father.  Lately, I’m asking the Holy Spirit to reveal the power of healing … I’m open but it has to be authentic healing, Kingdom healing. I expect to spend the rest of my life learning about God.

In his marvelous study, Experiencing God, Henry Blackaby teaches that “God peaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances and the church to reveal Himself, His purposes and His ways.”  You can attend this class at 10:30 each Sunday.  
2. Listen to the Holy Spirit Speaking Through:
a. The Bible
I believe with all my heart that God speaks through the Bible.  If you read this book as history or as ancient culture or as just a source of religious information you’re missing something.  God, as I read your words, speak to me. 


Last week Gary Schultz, who teaches Experiencing God, read this to me and God spoke to me. Philippians 4:6-8


 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.

Now Gary didn’t read that to me out of the blue. He read it because God had spoken to Gary through his word. 

I recommend you take one of the gospels and read it this week and ask God to speak to you. Or camp out in Psalms. Try Psalms 23 or 139. Blackaby also says God speaks thru the church.
b. God’s People – Wise Counselors

Proverbs 15:22 The Message 22Refuse good advice and watch your plans fail;
take good counsel and watch them succeed.
This week: Gene Meerdink, Steve Bigari, Ron Gray, Linda, Ross, 
Listening to God.  He often speaks through other people. 


Galatians 6:1 says be gentle …
c. Prayer
Practice this. Find your center, Find God. Focus on His word, let Him speak to you from this truth source. The listen. Don’t listen without being full of God first because your negative side will take over. Let the Holy spirit have space … but listen. See what thughts come in these moments. 
d. Circumstances

Last week we needed to get out of town before the snow storm. I thought about it and Harry Ness and Pam Longo called and told me to get out of Dodge. We did.
How do I know God is speaking … through all of these together: the Word is confirmed by my wise counselors and by prayer and circumstances. If I get a conflict from one of these sources I slow down. Maybe it’s not God speaking. 

3. Practice Simple, Child-like Obedience 

a. Mary Geegh’s booklet, God Guides, pg 30-31
4. Listen to God About:

a. Relationships: Who needs Grace River?
Every one of us knows someone who needs Grace River.  Grace River, a church by the broken for the broken. [say that]  Will you listen to God about who you need to reach out to? Test me and see if God is speaking through me. There are many who need to be standing with us in Grace River and they’ll only get here if you invite them. 

Invite them into relationship with you first. Corina James.


Invite them to your small group. Neighbors who love one another. Invite their kids to SS or Youth group. 


Invite them to worship … but this is not the best place for relationships.

b. Being a Blessing: To Whom Are you like Jesus?

SCC’s Blessing Ideas – Natalie Yungner, Director of Community Missions

Atrium – 

1. Northern churches cares adopt a family, meals and gifts Tday and xmas

2. Ronald macDonald house, man the house T-day

3. care and share … food to those who need it

4. salvation army  500 pies for each holiday. Fill a stocking for chld

5. do your own thing …

6. woodmen road is dirty again.

c. Money: Ultimate Control

· Chad and Elissa Hanneman’s big move.
READ Elissa Hanneman’s letter
· The Kingdom and My Money

· Crown Ministry – Inserts
Crown is not for people in trouble….Eschlers. 
· Faith Promise, Nov. 19th to Dec.17: Prayerfully listen to what God would have you do financially in support of His Kingdom work at SCC.
5. Practice this week

a. Set aside time to listen

b. Find a place to listen

c. Tell someone what you hear.

Prayer

Going Deeper

1. Talk about your personal experience in hearing God speak to you.  Why is it hard to know that it’s really God speaking? What’s been your experience in hearing God through: the Bible, the Church, Prayer, Circumstances, Music, Preachers/Teachers.

2. Let this be a safe time to share if you’ve ever felt like God has given you a direct message. By safe, I mean, it’s difficult to admit this to some people, so be open.

3. How do we guard against thinking we hear God when it’s really not God?

4. Get very specific about what you are willing to do to practice listening to God this week and ask your family or friends to hold you accountable.

November 5

Lesson Genesis 21-23:1

Discovering at Home

· Make a family tree of the descendents of Nahor in Genesis 22:20-24.  Refer back to Genesis 11:27-31 to find out who Nahor was.  Look ahead a Genesis 24:15 to see who Rebekah is.

· Read about where Sarah is buried and how that came to be in Genesis 23.  This is the only land that Abraham possessed in the Promised Land.  Does that mean God didn’t keep His promise?

· Find out about Abraham’s new wife and the children they had in Genesis 25:1-6.  Did they get any blessings from their father?

