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Listening to God #4: In Every Area of Life
SCC  11.26.06  SRB

Let me begin with …  A Short Course in God’s Healing

The question is this: Is God involved in healing us today?  It begs a deeper question: “Is God involved in our lives today?”  Some say, “No.”  God got the universe started but He’s set up the laws of nature and except in very rare situations, like when Jesus was alive, God does not suspend the laws of nature.  So, “no,” God is not involved in our lives today and is not involved in healing us.”

When Jesus said, “The Kingdom of Heaven is near you,” He was claiming just the opposite, that God IS involved, intimately, in our every day lives.  Jesus demonstrates God’s involvement by healing people, casting out demons and declaring that people’s sins are forgiven by God … so says God’s Son, Jesus. 
Matthew 8:14-17

14When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.
16When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
    “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”
Matthew quotes Isaiah 53:4 because the God who healed in the Old Testament is still the God who heals in Jesus day and in our day.  What’s more, Jesus gave his followers authority, which a King may grant as He chooses, authority to do the same, heal diseases, forgive sins.  It was never the followers power that healed, it’s was God’s power, the Kingdom that has come near us, that flowed through their faith.

When Paul nears the end of his life He says to his protégé, Timothy, “7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  2Tim. 4:7 The good fight is the fight to keep the Kingdom of God in the center of life on earth. It’s the fight of faith, that God has good gifts for every situation we face.  That faith can see and receive these gifts, gifts of grace. Hence SCC’s motto, Stand in Grace River. The life I live I live by faith in the Son of God and His gifts – God at work in every situation of my life.

Healing, then, is a gift of God. 
Is Grace when God is at work in the details of my life? 

If I asked you to give me a definition of grace would you say God’s good gifts are available every moment of my life or would you say what most people say, Grace is just forgiveness?  Grace is forgiveness, but that’s just the beginning of grace. Say the word “all”.  Listen: ADD

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

We are in the midst of a series called Listening to God.  Frankly, listening to God is a really stupid idea if He’s not involved. But if He IS why wouldn’t you listen?  And Jesus tells us in the Lord’s prayer that this is the God to whom you may listen in every area of your life. 
1. Listening to God – In Every Area of Life

Matthew 6:9-13

9“This, then, is how you should pray:
    “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
God is your Father, the One who loves you and who knows how to give you good gifts. 

God wants to be your partner in this life … for the good fight.  
10    your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  What if 

God is working in our everyday lives in everything that we do?  The two most important 

questions you need to ask are, “God, what are you doing right now?” and 

“How can I join you, God?” Do not think of doing God’s will as primarily rules.  Think 

of it primarily as the power of God, Gifts of Grace to live like Jesus would live if He 
were living your life. your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven … in MY life.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12    Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13    And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’
In short, in Every Area of Life:

Now before I go any further I’ve asked Rex Schultz to share with you his personal journey in learning how to listen to God. 
2. How to Practice Listening to God – Pastor Rex Schultz   5 MIN
Thank you, Rex for sharing with us. 

3. Is God at work in your …
A.  Daily needs?
       Give us today our daily bread.
Tuesday at the Doctor’s Office turned into a conversation about God. God’s giving me a relationship with my doc that’s two Way. 

Trip to Denver w Bree which I probably didn’t need to make. The meeting was over by the time I got there.  God’s gift is taking a deep breath and realizing He’s in control of my day. 

I spoke with Dr. Chaudhry, my doctor at John’s Hopkins on way home about some treatment options.  The gift of medical possible medical provision.

I came to the office where Pam heard what I was going to preach on and she cautioned me about one aspect of this message and since she’s got as much time in ministry as I do I heard God through Pam… the gift, wisdom through a friend. 

Went to get my new hearing aide and had to go back twice because it wasn’t working properly.  God gave me patience. 

Nuggets game. The gift of joy with family. 

Give us today our daily bread.
B. Relationships, Broken and mended? 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
Broken relationships: Ted Haggard’s situation is bringing pastors together in our city.  Matt Heard, pastor at WVC gathered some pastors together recently, just for support and Kelly Williams, pastor at Vanguard is hosting a retreat at the end of Jan.   I’ve offered to help mend some broken relationships between pastors. Why? Because God’s given me favor with lots of pastors and mending broken relationships is always God’s will. 

Peacemaker by Ken Sande … Jesus taught the 4 G’s:

1. Glorify. All conflict exists to glorify God.

2. Get the Log out of your own eye first.

3. Gently confront your sister or brother

4. Go and be reconciled. 
Is God speaking to you?
C. Temptations & Battles? 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’
Temptations inside.  Bill Hybels wrote a book: Who you are when no ones looking.  Your temptations might be to hate, or sexual, or gossip, or manipulation, or narcissism – me, me, me, it’s all about me, or a host of other temptations.  
The power of God’s gifts are fully available to help you fight your temptations, but first you’ve got to get off the guilt treadmill.  Guilt runs in a cycle. You sin. You feel guilty. You promise not to do that anymore, but don’t deal with the heart of the problem. Life remains hard and you sin again and repeat the cycle. 
Insert the gift of Grace. Grace is God forgiving you totally. Grace is God loving you, in spite of your sin. Grace is God offering the Holy Spirit’s power to say no to sin. So stand in grace river then next time you’re tempted and 1) let God love and forgive you and 2) ask for his power to live like Jesus and 3) this is what I do, call a trusted friend and ask for support if the temptation is particularly hard. Grace works!!!

Battles outside: Family? Especially at the holidays.  Work?  Conflicts abound.  School, people don’t even try to get along. In fact they go out of their way to make each other mad.  Battles give you two choices as a follower of Jesus. Choice #1: don’t’ fight. There are a whole bunch of battles that, when you stop and think about it, don’t need to be fought. 

Choice #2, fight, Jesus’ way.  What’s Jesus way of fighting? Speaking the truth in love.  Fight with integrity. Fight, but stay on the High Road of character.  Don’t compromise truth and don’t compromise love. Is it easy? No. The low roads a lot easier.  But the High road wins in the long run. And God offers Grace to those fighting battles on the high road.
D. And Everything else

Jesus is the most competent leader you’ll ever meet. 
What did you carry in here with you? 
I suggest three paragraphs become three slides as I read this slowly.
Ephesians 3:14-21 The Message

My response is to get down on my knees before the Father, this magnificent Father who parcels out all heaven and earth. I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit - not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength - that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in. 

   
And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you'll be able to take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of Christ's love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God.

  
 God can do anything, you know - far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.
4. Practice Listening and Following. 
Put these on one slide for the congregation to practice.
One: Relax and be silent.


Two: Become aware of God’s presence.


Three: Surrender and Obey

Four: Accept, Repent Forgive 


Five: Enter Contemplation    


Six: Receive Grace & Express Gratitude. 


Seven: Specifically listen and move into action.  


Lastly: test what you hear 

Last week at our leadership retreat Pastor Cheryl Metko shared with us her learnings on listening:


One: Relax and be silent.


Two: Become aware of God’s presence.


Three: Surrender and Obey … I would add with a predisposition to child like, joyful obedience. The good fight begins with surrender to God’s way. [Wave the white hanky.] 

Four: Accept, Repent Forgive … which quite naturally follows surrender.


Five: Enter Contemplation … Rex’s focus on the Bible will help tremendously. 

Six: Receive Grace & Express Gratitude. God what are you doing and how can I join You?


Seven: Specifically listen and move into action.  


Lastly: test what you hear with other mature followers of Jesus.
Going Deeper

1. Start positively; what’s an area of your life that you’ve seen God work?
2. In that positive area, what was it you did? What did God do?

3. What’s an area God might want to work in your life to demonstrate his competence?

4. How does your need to “control life” influence your willingness to let God lead?

5. How could your close friends and family help you trust God?
December 3, 2006

Going Deeper for children

Home activities centered around the Sunday school lesson

Setting the Stage: Review today’s lesson from Genesis 32-33, 35:1-14 

Discovering on Your Own:
· After 20 years of living with Laban, Jacob wants to return to his brother.  Why did Jacob leave Esau initially?  Read Genesis 27 to help you remember.

· In Genesis 32, Jacob prepares to meet Esau.  Do you think he made a good plan?  How would you feel if you were Jacob?  If you were Esau?  

· Jacob and Esau and Jacob finally meet in Genesis 33.  What in the story surprises you about their meeting?  

· After Jacob meets Esau in Genesis 33 he goes to Shechem and buys land from the sons of Hamor.  Read Genesis 34 to discover what other interaction Jacob and his sons have with the sons of Hamor.  (Parental discernment advised.)

Read Ahead for Next Week:

Genesis 35:15-29, 37         Death of Rachel & Isaac, Joseph’s Early Life
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