KINGDOM COME WILL BE DONE.
We are continuing with our series on listening to God this morning.  I hope you were able to carve a bit of time from your schedule last week to start to build the discipline of being still and listening to God.  Last week Pastor Steve encouraged us to read through one of the Gospels and Psalm 139.  If you were not able, I want to encourage you to try this week to spend a bit of time quite before God.
Now I have to admit I had it easy this past week.  I spent the first three days with 15 other pastors from our denomination at a place with no TV and no internet.  I didn’t have to contend with the normal distractions in my life.  And being on the west coast while my body thought it was still on Mountain Time gave me an extra hour every morning of quite time.  But that’s not the norm.  I have to be very intentional most weeks to find that time to listen to God.  So I want to encourage you to keep trying until you develop the habit of finding time to listen to God each week.

This morning we come back to the Lord’s Prayer as our scripture.  If you have your Bible with you, you can find the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew chapter 6 verses 4 through 13.  If your Bible is an NIV translation it will look like the version on the screen, without the ending you see on the screen, which comes from the King James.

Pastor Steve got us started with the first verse last week.  This morning we will look at the second verse.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debt s as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen

That’s what I learned as the Lord’s Prayer in the 1960’s.  I didn’t learn it from the Bible, but from a card I was given in Sunday school.  It was this spiritual looking card that was slightly larger than a postcard, with a background of angels floating around and the text of the prayer imprinted over it.
I taped and thumb tacked that card to the wall by my bed where I could look at it each night when I went to bed, so I could recite it before I fell off to sleep.  That’s how I learned what Jesus gave us as a model to follow when we pray.  When I reference the prayer this morning that is the version I will use.  It’s not better or worse that the version you prefer, it’s just what I learned.
The second verse of this prayer begins “Thy kingdom come.”
Matthew uses the expression the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven interchangeably.  The kingdom of heaven is used for Jewish audiences since Jews avoid saying God’s name, Yahweh, out loud, so as not to take the LORD’s name in vain.  It was common to substitute heaven for God in this context.

Jesus talked often about the kingdom of God during His earthly ministry.  Matthew described “the preaching of the kingdom” as one of the main focuses of Jesus ministry in Galilee (Mt 4:23).  In His preaching, Jesus used parables to describe the kingdom:

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in 

his field


The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed


The kingdom of heaven is like yeast

The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls


The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind


Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of 

a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old


The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his slaves


The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire laborers for his vineyard


The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet 

for his son


Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. The he tells us of the ten 

bridesmaids
These parables are word pictures using items and circumstances that were familiar to the people in the Holy Land during the first century.  Jesus’ audience at the time would have clearly related to each of Jesus’ word pictures.
We have to think a little harder about them because we don’t encounter these items or circumstances as a regular course of our day.  Most of us don’t sow seed, have only seen mustard seed as a ground-up spice, don’t fish with nets, and don’t know too many scribes.  None-the-less, we are still able to get a picture of the kingdom of heaven from the parables.
Jesus also taught what was not of the kingdom.  It was not of the kingdom to sell forgiveness of sins in the form of sacrificial doves, and fifteen hundred years later it was not of the kingdom to sell forgiveness of sins in the form of indulgences, which were kind of a “get out of jail card” in the early Roman church.  And Martin Luther listened to God and the Reformation began.
It is not of the kingdom to transform God’s wonderful system of blessings through tithing into a legalistic system to oppress God’s people.  And if we are listening to God we can be freed by His blessing system and develop the generous hearts He desires in all of us.
It was not of the kingdom to transform God’s good law from a means of freeing and fulfilling God’s people to a legalistic system that provided excuses for not feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and healing the sick.  And if we are listening to God we will open our eyes to the “least of these” around us, to the hurting around us, and draw them into Grace River.
When we ask God our Father to bring his kingdom, we are petitioning God for what is better; we are looking to the place where there is no evil, no illness, and no death.  And, we are petitioning for the ways of heaven to be the ways of our lives.

When we request “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” we are acknowledging that God has a good and wonderful purpose and design for our lives.  And that that purpose is far superior to any purpose or design that we can devise for ourselves.
When God’s people come together as a congregation within Jesus’ church, God’s will is evidenced through His vision for the congregation.  We need to understand, and be comforted by the fact that God has always had a vision for Springs Community Church.  And over the years, He has revealed the appropriate parts of that vision, in accordance with His supreme plan.

We need to really understand what that means.  When Steve Brooks and Ron Gray got together in Omaha, Nebraska to agree to plant a church in Colorado Springs, God was not looking down from the heavens saying, “Great idea guys, I wish I would have thought of that!”

Oh no, God has always known that his plan for mankind included a congregation in Colorado  Springs, a congregation that would be known as Springs Community Church, and that this part of His Son’s church would love and accept people who are hurting or healthy, that this place would be a church by the broken for the broken.
How long has God had this plan?  Since the beginning of time?  Oh no, WAY before that!  Way before “In the beginning.”  Way before the beginning of time, God’s will designed to bring Steve Brooks and Ron Gray together in Omaha.  His will designed to take Steve Brooks from Michigan, through Ohio, to California, and back to Omaha to meet Ron Gray.
It would be normal to wonder why God planned this circuitous route to get a church planted in Colorado Springs.  You could also wonder why God went through so much drama and a long journey with the Hebrew people when it was time to free them from Egypt.  After all, this is the God who spoke this world into existence.  Couldn’t He have just spoke and His people would have been moved from Egypt to the Promised Land?  You bet!  But life in this world is a journey, a journey with challenges that grow us and prepare us as God’s will is revealed in the course of that journey.

God leads His people through that journey, if they will listen to Him.  After God lead the Israelites through the Red Sea He led them with His presence:
Exodus 13:21-22

21 The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 

In Deuteronomy, Moses reviews for the Israelites what God has done for them, and their response:

Deuteronomy 1:30 

30 The Lord your God, who goes before you, is the one who will fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your very eyes, 31 and in the wilderness, where you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you traveled until you reached this place. 32 But in spite of this, you have no trust in the Lord your God, 33 who goes before you on the way to seek out a place for you to camp, in fire by night, and in the cloud by day, to show you the route you should take.” 

God started Steve Brooks and Ron Gray on the Springs Community Church journey more than twenty years ago.  Throughout those years He has progressively revealed His vision for Springs Community Church through the leaders He has placed here.
When Steve Brooks became conscious of this church being the Grace River church, God didn’t say “Great idea Steve, go for it!”  Oh no, God was revealing that part of his vision to Steve, at just the right time in the course of the journey.  Way before the beginning of time, God planned that His Son’s church, known as Springs Community Church was going to be the Grace River church.

Do you see how awesome that is?  How awesome God is to have included us in the plan He created for mankind?  And that plan has existed way before the beginning of time.

In 2003, God brought to light another part of the vision for his people at Springs Community Church.  A vision for more space for the harvest that He will bring through His grace.  The vision was God’s good vision for His people here.  As the vision began to take shape through listening to God, discernment, commitment, and action, God led this family through challenges.  While the faithful at Springs Community Church came together to see God’s vision become reality, God was working to prepare all of us for the future in Grace River.

The bricks and mortar part of that vision became a reality earlier this year as we celebrated the completion of this great new space, and the reworking of our old space.  This part of the vision becoming reality was a testament to the faithfulness of God and His people.

But God is still challenging us through this vision.  He is challenging us with the financial part, and with the harvest part.  And He is challenging us to move ahead in His will, acknowledging whose church this is, and who is leading the way.
In September, Steve addressed God’s vision for SCC by bringing us “What God Wants for Springs Community Church” 
First, God wants SCC to be a people with His priorities.  God is constantly challenging us to evaluate our priorities.

Second, God wants us to be servants, not status seekers, not consumers.  As the Kingdom becomes the top priority, we realize that the #1 way we get our needs met is through serving, not seeking privilege or status.

God wants us loving one another and God wants every one of us loving the world …being Jesus to our community.

Third, God wants us to accept people, hurting or healthy.  The entire bible is a story about God’s desire to bring people in.  

And fourth, to bring people to God’s party.  Springs Community Church doesn’t exist for itself, but to reach out to the world around us, blessing the world around us, inviting people to God’s party.

This vision is played out as we build biblical community through small groups and reaching our neighbors and friends, changing our world, and care for each other through the intimacy of those groups.  And is played out by reaching out to the unchurched around this building in ways that make it easy for families to come to the Father’s party.
Do you understand that God’s vision for Springs Community Church is bigger than us?  Do you understand that God plans for you to be involved in transforming Colorado Springs?  

That vision requires that we discern the appropriate structure and needs for the ministry here.  As leaders, we are intently listening to God in this area and moving forward under His leading.
I want us all to hear and understand what I am going to declare next.  This is the church of Jesus the Messiah!  He is in charge and leading the way!  It’s not uncommon to hear someone say, “Springs Community; that’s Steve Brooks’ church.”  No it’s not and Steve is the first to agree that it is not. This is Jesus’ church.  The leaders that Jesus has called and anointed here have a firm grasp on that truth, and we are moving ahead with Jesus!
Two weeks ago, Pastor Steve shared with us his health concerns.  That was an emotional Sunday that I am sure has resulted in a variety of reactions amongst all of us.
Our human nature tends to have us run immediately to worse case scenarios and try to assess just how all of this might affect me.  And I have to confess that my initial response was just that.  I’ve been here for a bit over a year and all of a sudden my boss, the guy I came here expecting to partner in ministry with for a good long while, might be changing sooner rather than later, in my worst case scenario.
Well, once I got past that initial human reaction, and listened to God, it was clear to me that I was called here to partner with Jesus in this ministry.  He’s in charge and He is leading us forward.  I’m just extremely blessed to be able to co-labor with Pastor Steve, the entire staff, and all of you.

Again, I want us all to hear and understand what I am going to say next.  God’s will for this church has not ceased.  It continues and we are paying attention to it.  We are going to be alright.  Jesus still has us firmly in His grasp and is guiding us.  Our brother and our friend Steve needs some time for healing. Your job is to join the staff and leadership of this church in praying for that healing, because that is what we do.  We pray God’s healing power into our life.
And we are going to give Steve the time he needs for that healing.  That means the people of this church need to step-up into the gap.  That is another part of your job.  Step-up and let God be victorious through you.  Where you see a need, step-up.  Financially, test me on this to see if God is speaking, we all need to step up to do our part, large or small.  Where you have a concern, step-up.  Listen to God, he will tell you where to step-up.
And the other part of your job is to listen to God and recognize who He is telling you that you are to be inviting into Grace River.  Which of your friends, neighbors, and family is God telling you to invite into your small group, into your life?  Are you listening?  Will you act?

As Moses led the Israelites, God spoke to him often.  And Moses heard and obeyed.  Moses even had to climb Mt. Sinai for some focused time listening to God.  And we need to do that as well.  This coming Friday night and Saturday, the staff and our board will be spending some focused time listening to God.  As we move forward, we want to insure that we are listening intently.
After the Israelites had traveled for three days from the Red Sea, they came to the only water they had seen on the journey.  And it was bitter.  God made the water sweet for them then He told them:
“…If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you.” 
 

Are you listening carefully to the voice of the LORD your God?

One of our own who has been listening to God is Steve Bigari and Pastor Steve asked Steve Bigari to share with you today what he senses God is saying to all of us.  
As Moses was leading God’s people from Egypt, it was recorded: “The Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for battle.”  Are you ready for battle?

In Exodus, chapter 17 Israel’s battle with the Amalekites is recorded.  As Joshua prepared to lead God’s people into battle, Moses told him:
9ff …Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 10… Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands grew weary; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; so his hands were steady until the sun set.
And Amalek and his people were defeated; God was victorious through His people!
Our staff and our board are going to join me on the platform.  The job of the staff and consistory is to listen to God and to translate His vision for this church.  Your job is to step-up and let God be victorious through you.

We will hold Steve’s hands up, just as Aaaron and Hur held Moses’ hands up.  If you are ready to step-up, to move forward and let God be victorious through you, join us by standing.  God isn’t whispering to us about this.  This is God’s clarion call to His people known as Springs Community Church.  Hear Him, join in the battle, stand, lift your hands and join us in prayer.
November 12

Lesson Genesis 24, 25, 27

Discovering at Home

· Because of a famine in Canaan Isaac took his family to Egypt.  Read the story in Genesis 26.  How does it compare to Abram’s trip to Egypt in Genesis 12:10-20?  

· In Genesis 26:34-35 we read about who Esau married and how old he was.  How did his parents feel about his marriage?

· When Jacob flees from Esau, Rebekah has a plan to get Isaac to agree to his leaving.  Read about it in Genesis 27:41-46.  What is the reason Rebekah uses to get Isaac to bless Jacob’s departure?

· On Jacob’s journey to his uncle he has a dream.  Read about it in Genesis 28:10-22.  God makes the same promise to Jacob that he did to Abraham and Isaac.  What is it?
�The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Ex 15:25 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989).





