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Healthy Sexuality #3: How Grace Thinks about Homosexuality
SCC   10.22.06   SRB

Today is part three in our 3 part series, Healthy Sexuality: How Grace Thinks about Homosexuality.

1. Living in the Kingdom of Heaven, while living here on earth.
Religion makes rules and tries to scare people into keeping the rules.


Our Culture has no rules and says everybody “do your own thing.” The only rule our culture seems to have is tolerance of no rules. 


As followers of Jesus we live in a dynamic tension.  We engage the real world, but we live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  That’s how Jesus lived.  He engaged with sinners all the time, but He invited them to live transformed lives. That’s what’s behind our invitation to come Stand in Grace River, to live your lives better. 


Jesus realized that John the Baptist was living in that same tension.  If you know the story of John the Baptist, you KNOW that John KNEW who Jesus was. John was present at Jesus’ baptism when a voice came from heaven announcing, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”   John and Jesus were cousins.  John knew that his life purpose was to prepare the way for the Messiah, Jesus.  

But in Matthew 11 John’s been sitting in Herod’s prison for some time. Jesus’ ministry is hitting on all cylinders. John’s ministry is over.  Life is really hard for John and when life on planet earth is really hard it’s hard to believe that God is really in charge of your life. Not impossible, but hard. Listen: Matthew 11:2-6
2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”
4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”

Jesus goes on to honor John as one of the greatest men who has ever lived. But look at what his answer was in verse 6.    6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  Jesus also lived in the tension between life on earth and life in the Kingdom.  Hear me well …
Jesus compared life on earth to life in Heaven and declared The Kingdom of Heaven would win, full of Truth and Grace. 


So Jesus sees a blind person on earth and knows that in the world He came from there were no blind people and in light of that truth and in light of God’s grace he says, That’s got to go and he heals the blind person. 

Jesus sees a dead person …  he conquers death because heaven doesn’t have any death and the dead person is raise back to life.  


Now let me be honest. I’ve never healed a blind person or raised a dead person, but I have seen God work His miracles … healing especially, in lots of people’s lives.  


Here’s the good news that Jesus preached to the poor … Heaven is full of truth and heaven is full of grace and Heaven’s going to win in the lives of those who live in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Let me give you some SCC … 

Examples: 1. People overcoming addiction to pornography. 
Three weeks ago we had two couples share very transparently their struggle on planet earth with pornography AND how God’s grace and truth were helping them overcome.  

      2. People getting free from sexual abuse.
Two weeks ago Cheryl Holland shared how she went through 7 ½ years of therapy to get free from childhood sexual abuse but Cheryl Holland is free!!  I had given Cheryl’s video testimony to a friend who is now hearing God’s call, not only to freedom from Sexual abuse, but God’s call to relationship with Jesus… full of grace and truth.
                  3. People experiencing transformation regarding their homosexuality. 

What about people who deal with homosexuality?  Too often the church has been legalistic, meaning we major on truth, minimize grace and come off like the pastor from Kansas who preaches America’s going to hell because we tolerate homosexuals.  Where did he miss the truth that Jesus tolerated sinners, too.  

Too often our culture says, ‘do whatever feels good.’  Grace without truth doesn’t set people free.  Does that put a homosexual in a hard place? Yes, I think it does.  But truth puts all the men struggling with pornography in a hard place, too.  God’s Grace is greater than our sin. 

Jesus looks at our unhealthy sexuality, at our sin … and says that’s got to go. But how Jesus deals with sin is FULL of grace and FULL of truth.  Another way of saying this is without the grace of God we can’t stand the truth of God. Truth will crush us if we don’t have heaven’s hope that grace is going to win. 


Here’s the challenge, Springs Community. Are we willing to ask God to make us a Kingdom community. SCC, Full of grace AND full of truth so God can look at each one of us, not just homosexuals, at each of us and tell us what’s gotta go because we’re children of heaven’s kingdom. 

About a year and a half ago Melissa Fryrear spent an evening with our board of elders.  Melissa is a former lesbian, who encountered God’s grace and truth, both from Jesus AND from God’s people. I want you to hear part of her story. Please listen: 

Audio Clip from Melissa Fryrear – Picture on screen.  6 min. 33 sec.
09:3:00  In the mid later 80’s I was working for an advertising agency in Lexington KY, and the Ad agency was owned by three men, a rich man, a Jewish man and a Christian man.  I know that sounds like the beginning of a joke, doesn’t it. “There was a rich man and a Jewish man and a Christian man.”  Bill Martinez was that Christian man. An Hispanic man in his 40s, married with children.  Bill was a Californian man. 

I worked very closely with Bill in a professional environment. I knew that Bill was a Christian and Bill knew that I was living homosexually.  And I knew what Christians thought of gays and lesbians and so I expected Bill to be very unkind toward me. To treat me impersonally and rudely and Bill did just the opposite. He always treated me with dignity and with respect and with kindness.  Bill was someone when we say, “He walked what he talked.”  

We all knew in the office Bill was a Christian but he never forced his faith, he never pushed his faith on any of us. He simply lived his faith, day in and day out.  And so working next to Bill day in and day out for months and even years and having grown up in the church I had not made a personal decision for Jesus Christ and so I began to ask questions and Bill would answer with a beautiful zeal and enthusiasm. As he talked about his relationship with Christ he didn’t overwhelm me with a 3 point sermon. He simply answered what I asked. 

10:00


Bill was also a very wise man and he knew it would be premature to bring up my involvement in homosexuality so he kind of put that on the proverbial back burner, because he knew that I first needed a Savior. And he knew that God was first interested in my heart than He was my involvement with homosexuality. And so in time something spiritually began to stir in my heart. 

And so one night, on a Saturday night, unexpectedly, I asked my live in lesbian partner of several years if she wanted to go to church the next morning. 10:0:37  SKIP


10:1:55 Well, the next day we put on our Sunday best, we drive three blocks to church, walk in, take a seat on the pew. Were not the sharpest tools in the shed, again, but we very quickly realize two important things about this church. It’s a small congregation of predominantly older couples.  The median age was 70.  Needless to say, my lesbian partner and I stood out among those coming in to church that Sunday morning. 


Words fail to describe how they treated us. With warmth and with kindness and with friendliness. And so we showed up the next Sunday and the next Sunday and the next Sunday and before I knew it I was attending Wednesday night potlucks. And before I knew it I was in an adult Bible Study. Much to the chagrin of the pastors wife I joined the adult handbell choir. Having not improved musically whatsoever in those years. She’s still recovering, bless her soul. 


There was a couple in their seventies, Doris and LJ Crane who took me under their wings and swept me into their hearts. Those of you in the Presbyterian church, LJ was the clerk of session so he was way up on the food chain. He was a gentle man, a kind man. He knew the Bible from front cover to back cover. He was the teacher of that adult Sunday morning Bible Study.  LJ was also a very large man so in those years I became his shadow because I’ve always wondered what does it feel like to feel petite. What’s that like. So I was always very close to LJ… a large man.  Doris, his wife, red hair. Spirited. And Doris loved the Lord.  


Bill from my work place and Doris and LJ from this church knew exactly how I was living and they had God’s discerning Spirit in their lives, of course. To be quite frank, you took one look at me and just assumed I was a lesbian identified woman. 10:4:53 SKIP
11:0:43  Bill and Doris and LJ, please grab this, they met me where I was, they accepted me with grace. They loved me unconditionally and they prayed for me fervently.  And it was because they were so intentional to engage with me and build relationship with me that I was eventually led to make the most important decision of my life. 


One afternoon, sitting alone by myself on the edge of my bed, praying that prayer, “Jesus would you please come and be the Savior and the Lord of my life.” And He answered on that day.  And he put a new seed in my heart. 11:1:35

I’ll be setting up a demonstration of living in the tension by asking two volunteers to sit on two stools between which I will string a long bungee cord.  These volunteers will be chosen at random. They will represent opposite approaches to dealing with homosexuality. 


I need two volunteers and I promise not to embarrass you.  
Tell us your name.  ______________________.
Some of us are more comfortable with the Truth side of dealing with homosexuality.  Yes, the Bible does teach that homosexual behavior is sin.  

Some of us are more comfortable with the Grace and love side of dealing with homosexuality. Yes, the Bible does teach that Jesus loved sinners and did not come to condemn, but to save. 

The tension in the Kingdom of God challenges all of us with, regardless of which side you favor, to be like Jesus … full of truth … full of grace.  Our lives more and more and more are examples of what it means to live on earth while Standing in Grace River.  

It’s easier, by far to simply go with culture or go with legalism. It’s far harder to live in the tension, but then following Jesus is not supposed to show how capable we are, but how capable God is when we walk by faith.  

So the most basic tension is living on planet earth while living in the Kingdom of God.  To use Narnia as an example, every day  I’m walking through the back of the wardrobe so I can be with Aslan, the Lion.  We are the crazy people who believe there is a reality more real than planet earth because this unseen reality is heaven at work in us. 

There are other tensions: 

Living in Kingdom Tensions:

A. Grace AND Truth
In most families, one parent is a grace parent and one parent is the truth parent [go to the other chair]  in disciplining the kids. I was the grace parent and Linda would sometime complain to me that she was tired of always having to be the bad guy.  It wasn’t fair that I didn’t take the truth side more often and fairness matters.  There’s another tension with…
B. My Efforts AND God’s Efforts
Have you ever heard the slogan, “Pray like it all depends on God, work like it all depends on you?”  It’s very memorable but it’s NOT what Jesus taught.  Yes, we have to work and Cheryl Holland is a great example of working hard for 7 ½ years, but even Cheryl will tell you that God’s work in her life, God’s grace far exceeds her efforts.  And there’s the tension of …
C. Growing into Christlikeness AND Loving people who aren’t Christlike, 
yet.


Let me be gentle but honest here. Divorce is a fairly common experience at SCC.  Linda was divorced before she and I met. Ron Gray, my partner is starting this church, was divorced after SCC began.  When relationships fail are we allowing God to get the log out of our own eyes and learn what we need to learn to be more like the one we follow?  I work with people, all the time, who are IN the learning process.  I can speak the truth in love to people going through divorce and learning through divorce, but I can’t change them. Only the Holy Spirit can do that and He’s doing that … right now!!

I’ve had conversations with homosexuals who are following Jesus Christ who wonder why the church is tougher on homosexuality that we are on divorce. The Bible speaks to both.  Are we being even handed and fair?   


Now I don’t say that to condemn anyone here, but to invite you into the Kingdom life … of growing into Christlikeness.  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Neither is their denial of the truth.  Full of grace we face the truth and grow. I don’t know about you but most of my real growth is painful and hard … but oh is it good when as it changes me on the inside.  So …

Thanks to our Volunteers. You may be seated. 

What Does the Bible Teach about Homosexuality?
A. Genesis 19:1-13  Homosexual behavior in the city of Sodom
1The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2“My lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”
…vs4 4Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 5They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”

This is a story about God’s judgment against Sodom for their sinfulness, which is not only about homosexuality but includes homosexuality. 

B. Romans 1:18-27  Godlessness condemned. 
18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, … vs24
24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. [describing all sexual sin, heterosexuals included.] vs26
26Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.

The truth revealed in God’s Word is that homosexual behavior is sin. But Grace is greater than our sin as Paul says in …
C. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11  “that is what some of you were. But you were washed…” – changed. 

9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  


The first part of Paul’s words are hard … there are reasons a person will not spend eternity with God in heaven. But the second part is the power of grace.  Paul is reminding them of the truth that some of them had behaved in these sinful ways but that the Grace of God washed them clean of their sin and is in the process of sanctifying them, making them ever more like Jesus and has secured their place before God, justified because of what Jesus did for us on the cross.  

Does the Bible teach that Homosexual behavior is sin? Yes. Does the Bible teach that God can overcome our sin? Yes. 
D. Matthew 9:11-13 It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.
Jesus confronted the legalistic Pharisees …
12On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
  
The tension we live in is only sinners – you and me – have a need for a savior who is giving us life to the full and only sinners need to be changed.  But Grace is powerful. 
E. 1 John 4:16-21 Perfect love casts out fear … we must love our brothers. 
16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him… 

Vs 18. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love…

vs 20 20If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Perfect love casts out fear. Perfect love is something we first get from God, and then perfect love is something God causes us to give to one another. But, you say, my love is not perfect.  So ask God for grace to grow your ability to be like Jesus. 

And here’s what’s really important. Transformation is possible for any of us, if we’re living deeply in the Love of God and helping one another stay deeply connected to His powerful grace.  But we do need both God and each other to be transformed. 

Wording of our policy statement …
Friends that’s the spirit in SCC’s statement on homosexuality.  The first two sentences read: Springs Community Church believes that all expressions of sexual intimacy outside the bonds of heterosexual marriage are both unbiblical and immoral. Therefore, SCC does not believe that homosexuality is deserving of greater disapproval than any other sexual sin (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).
What Would Jesus Do?  Loving Homosexuals as Jesus Would.

A. Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing.
Life in Jesus – Kingdom Life - is still the Main Thing.  
John 3:16 AND 17.  
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Are you trusting Jesus for Life, following Jesus to learn how to live in Grace River while you live on planet earth?  What would Jesus do?  
B. Live in the Tension: speaking the truth in love but loving deeply. 
Ephesians 4:15 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

I was asked recently what I would say to a homosexual who came to SCC checking us out.  My answer. The first thing I would tell them is about my brokenness.  The second thing I would tell them is that in Jesus life can be better than this.  If a homosexual doesn’t want Jesus better life, I’ll still love them but we’re going to disagree about truth.  Same for a heterosexual who’s living in sin. 

By the way, the opposite of homosexuality isn’t heterosexuality. The opposite of homosexuality is Christlikeness.   What would Jesus do? 
C. Stop Saying Stupid Things.
1. A choice or a developmental process?
You hear it all the time. Homosexuality is a choice.  Homosexual behavior is, obviously, something people must choose to engage in, just as heterosexual behavior is, but neither homosexual attraction nor heterosexual attraction is initially a choice… rather they are developed during childhood …” pg 52.
2. Gays are all pedophiles
Simply not true. The followers of Jesus learn to handle the truth well. Jesus would also have us who follow Him …
3. Be aware of their fear and experience of rejection.
The evangelical church has often not been willing to welcome homosexuals. Why? I invite you to think about this rather deeply.  

Voting: hand out available 

This summer we handed out a voting guide that we, your board of elders, thought might help you think through how to vote on amendment 43 and ballot initiative “I”.  Those are available again today and will be at the Welcome center and each of the doors to the worship center. 
D. Let the Holy Spirit do the Heavy Lifting.
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

I close with a story that I hope captures the Holy Spirit …
THE SCARS OF LIFE
Some years ago, on a hot summer day in south Florida, a little boy decided to go for a swim in the old swimming hole behind his house. In a hurry to dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went.
He flew into the water, not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of the lake, an alligator was swimming toward the shore.
His father working in the yard saw the two as they got closer and closer together. In utter fear, he ran toward the water, yelling to his son as loudly as he could.
Hearing his voice, the little boy became alarmed and made a U-turn to swim to his father. It was too late. Just as he reached his father, the alligator reached him. From the dock, the father grabbed his little boy by the arms just as the alligator snatched his legs. That began an incredible tug-of-war between the two. The alligator was much stronger than the father, but the father was much too passionate to let go. A farmer happened to drive by, heard his screams, raced from his truck, took aim and shot the alligator.
Remarkably, after weeks and weeks in the hospital, the little boy survived. His legs were extremely scarred by the vicious attack of the animal. And, on his arms, were deep scratches where his father's fingernails dug into his flesh in his effort to hang on to the son he loved.
The newspaper reporter who interviewed the boy after the trauma, asked if he would show him his scars. The boy lifted his pant legs. And then, with obvious pride, he said to the reporter, "But look at my arms. I have great scars on my arms, too. I have them because my Dad wouldn't let go."
You and I can identify with that little boy. We have scars, too. No, not from an alligator, but the scars of a painful past. Some of those scars are unsightly and have caused us deep regret. But, some wounds, my friend, are because God has refused to let go. In the midst of your struggle, He's been there holding on to you.
The Scripture teaches that God loves you. You are a child of God. He wants to protect you and provide for you in every way But sometimes we foolishly wade into dangerous situations, not knowing what lies ahead. The swimming hole of life is filled with peril - and we forget that the enemy is waiting to attack. That's when the tug-of-war begins - and if you have the scars of His love on your arms, be very, very grateful. He did not and will not ever let you go.
Pray
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	8:45
	10:30

	Opening Praise 
	God of All
	Choir
	04:30
	8:49:30
	10:34:30

	
	Be Glorified 
	PT / Cong
	03:00
	8:52:30
	10:37:30

	
	Blessed be the Name 
	PT / Cong
	03:00
	8:55:30
	10:40:30

	     Greet One Another
	         of the Lord 
	pam
	00:00
	8:55:30
	10:40:30

	
	Your Grace is Enough
	PT / Cong
	03:00
	8:58:30
	10:43:30

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interests of the Body
	Welcome, Comm. Cards, 
	Rex
	02:00
	9:00:30
	10:45:30

	           Intro to Offering 
	
	
	01:00
	9:01:30
	10:46:30

	Offering
	If We Are the Body
	Band
	04:00
	9:05:30
	10:50:30

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sermon
	How Grace Thinks 
	Steve 
	30:00
	9:35:30
	11:20:30

	
	About Sexuality  #3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worship
	Holy Spirit Rain Down 
	PT / Congregation
	03:00
	9:38:30
	11:23:30

	
	Change My Heart 
	PT / Congregation
	02:30
	9:41:00
	11:26:00

	
	Make Us One, Lord
	PT /Congregation
	02:00
	9:43:00
	11:28:00

	
	Be the Centre 
	PT /Congregation
	03:00
	9:46:00
	11:31:00

	
	King of Glory
	PT /Congregation
	03:00
	9:49:00
	11:34:00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Benediction
	
	Steve 
	01:00
	9:50:00
	11:35:00
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Grace Place Questions

October 22

Lesson Genesis 11:27 – Genesis 13

Discovering at Home

· Make a family tree of Abram, starting with his father from Genesis 11:27-32.  What interesting things do you notice?

· Read how Abram defeats four kings and rescues Lot in Genesis 14.  How many men did Abram take?  What kind of reward does Abram get from the king of Sodom?  Why does he do what he does?
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