Generosity … Beyond Fear
SCC  1.22.06  SRB

1. Most people aren’t greedy with their money, their afraid. 

Fear affects my generosity …

A. What if I need the money for something else?

B. Am I saving enough? What about retirement?
C. What if I have an unexpected expense?

D. Is anybody else giving this much?
Grace River Story: Jeremiah Clary


Book Challenge: Fields of Gold by Andy Stanley
Note: there will be 10 copies of this book randomly spread throughout the chair racks in the worship center. I’ll invite people to take or pass along the book to someone who wants to take the challenge. 
Fear and Faith have this in common: they’re both based on what we cannot see. 

2. Jesus Forms Faith Inside Me:

Matthew 6:25-34 


Jesus: “BE about MY needs – trusting ME, taking care of the poor and making disciples – I’M already about YOUR needs.  Your Little faith can grow!” 

3. Dismantling Fear
2 Corinthians 9:7-11 NIV
7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

C. Four Insights: 

1) Faith ties sowing generously to reaping generously. 

2) Generosity aligns your life with God’s Purposes. (“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”)  

3) Good Service results in repeat business (11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,)  

4) Grace Grows … 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

Prayer: “God, because I worry so much about money, I’m inviting You into my finances. I want You to know that whether things are good or bad, I trust You.” 
4. Make Your Plan to Practice Your Faith.
2 Corinthians 9:7 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
The Four Ps: 

P-1: 
Make Generosity Your Top Priority … by faith.
P-2: 
Practice Percentage Giving … by faith.
P-3: 
Progressive Giving … by faith.
P-4: 
Prompted Giving … by faith.
The God Factor: Use Your Trust Bag by faith.
Grace River Story: Oskar Schindler

5. The Goal of Giving – Joy: God loves a cheerful giver. 
It’s more about the condition of your heart than the amount you give… living in an intimate financial partnership with Abba Father.  Is my giving a “have to” or a “want to?”  Is giving a passion? Does it feel like worship?  Does it bring you joy?

6. Explain Faith Promise Cards for General Fund and building fund.
Come next week, to our new Worship Center, prepared to turn in Faith Promise Cards. Remember:

· This is a faith commitment, not a guaranteed pledge.

· We will never “bill” you for your faith promise.

· It really is about faith, not fear. 
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