The Gutter
Where Life is Meant to be Lived

Week Two:  The God Who Embraced the Gutter
God didn’t change!  Jesus didn’t change!  His People changed!

“The greatest single cause of atheism today is Christians, who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, then walk out the door and deny Him by their lifestyle.  That’s what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.” 









   Brennan Manning
Jesus’ Response

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  

“Then neither do I condemn you,”

“Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Greet them with love instead of law.

“﻿Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.”






     John 13:34-35 (The Message)
Remember, you were once there.

I’m so grateful to Christ Jesus for making me adequate to do this work. He went out on a limb, you know, in trusting me with this ministry. The only credentials I brought to it were invective and witch hunts and arrogance. But I was treated mercifully because I didn’t know what I was doing—didn’t know Who I was doing it against! Grace mixed with faith and love poured over me and into me. And all because of Jesus.           




          1 Timothy 1:12-14 (The Message)
Act like Jesus did to the woman.

Condemnation is not your job.

“﻿Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of course, you want the same treatment. That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging.” 
    
Matthew 7:1-2 (The Message) 

Expose the door out of the Gutter.

Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.” 








          Matthew 28:19-20 (The Message)

Final Thought for the Week:
Consider the Past…You were there.

Consider the Present…You can make a difference in the Gutter.

Consider the Future…You need to continue to go to the Gutter.
Questions for “Going Deeper”

Give examples of how Christians cause unbelief.

How can we take the approach Jesus used with the woman with people today?

How can you reveal someone’s sin without being judgmental?
Do you think as Christians we tend to worry more about the law or love?

What are Christians better at loving or condemning? 

When was the last time you showed someone the door out of The Gutter?

